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a. Message
from the
President

Our single greatest
resource is our people.
I speak of our entire
population, both at home
and abroad.
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When the New Democratic Party formed the
Opposition in 2001, I decided at the outset to
withhold criticism of the fledgling Unity Labour
Party administration for one year. It afforded
me time to focus on rebuilding the NDP and
allowed the new government to find its footing.
I have never regretted that decision.
Today the NDP is a revamped mass political
organisation deservedly in its ascendancy.
Having deepened the party’s democracy,
held even senior party members to account,
advocated for the rights and welfare of
Vincentians of every political hue, exposed
government corruption and helped to restore
democracy elsewhere in the Caribbean – we
differ starkly from the ULP.
The NDP has adopted positions even when
politically imprudent – when to do so may have
cost us votes. Three (3) examples immediately
come to mind.
The first is my refusal -- as Prime Minister
headed into the 2001 general elections -- to
promise civil servants a 30% increase in salary
when government revenue could not support
it. I promised what the government could
have afforded at the time: 12%. To this day civil
servants are still awaiting the 30% increase the
ULP promised at the time.
The second: our decision not to expose, in
the 2010 election year, just how dire a state
of affairs existed at the National Commercial
Bank, our own indigenous bank. To do so would
have caused a run on that bank, and imperiled
the mostly modest savings of thousands upon
thousands of struggling Vincentians. The NDP
could have ridden the ensuing chaos and
suffering straight into an election victory, but at
an unacceptable cost to Vincentians.
Third: the vow the NDP makes to this very day,
to prosecute corrupt officials at every level of
government.
My point is that the NDP is not merely a political
party, but a government administration in
waiting. We prize the national good above
political gamesmanship – country before
party. Our nation needs this approach, and a
majority of Vincentians, rejecting the divisive,
5

baby-kissing, denialist style of politics, are now
demanding it.
Regardless of your party affiliation or your
indecision, you have observed that St. Vincent
and the Grenadines is in crisis. Three years of
negative economic growth and three years of
low growth have characterized the last 6 years,
and because little or nothing has been done
by way of policy and programmatic changes
aimed at jump-starting the economy, 2014
saw a return to negative economic growth.
Everything is being blamed on the global
economic crisis. The reality however is that the
global recession ended in 2012, yet our dismal
economic state persists, while neighbouring
economies have grown.
Our fiscal situation is chaotic.
• Budget deficits are the order of the day. The
capital budget is stymied by the absence of
counterpart funding for projects identified.
The recurrent expenditure for health has been
reduced, leading to serious deterioration in
that sector. Less funding was allocated to
BRAGSA and the tourism sector.
• The all-important agriculture sector continues
to decline and it is hard to imagine that today
our country does not export a pound of
bananas to the United Kingdom; the spread
of the black sigatoka disease has not been
effectively controlled.
• The viability of our NIS is threatened.
• With neither repayment of debts owed it by
government nor reduction in the high cost of
electricity our private sector cannot flourish;
significant lay-offs of workers ensue.
• There is a significant increase in the level of
official corruption and very little is being done
about it. In the few cases brought thus far –
especially the recent decision on the illegal
activity of the then High Court Registrar
– defendants have received sentences
amounting to raps on their knuckles, while for
far lesser charges, under-privileged citizens
are given far harsher sentences, leading to an
erosion of confidence in our judicial system.

• Public confidence takes a greater licking when
the Head of Government is charged with rape
and never appears in court.
• Citizens clamour to leave by any means and
Canada steps up its border controls of
Vincentians.
• Nationally, rape soars as rectitude plunges.
Women and children in St. Vincent and the
Grenadines are ranked among the least
safe in the world by the United Nations;
meanwhile the current government shelved
improvements to the Domestic Violence Act
for eight (8) years without explanation.
The good news is that problems dictate their
solutions.
1. We currently have a square peg in a
round hole. Economic recovery demands
expert economic stewardship. Consistently,
the NDP has correctly advised the ULP and
when inevitably ignored, we have accurately
predicted the outcome of the ULP’s economic
foolhardiness. Under the NDP administration,
an economist shall lead our economic recovery.
2. “It takes a village to raise a child”, as the
West African saying goes. Our Spiritual and
Social Redemption Charter exemplifies our
collaborative approach to addressing the
nation’s myriad social challenges. So too do
our women’s agenda and 12-point plan for
eliminating discrimination and violence that
disproportionately target women and children.
An NDP administration will work with NGOs
and other social stakeholders to change
prevailing attitudes through public awareness
campaigns, criminalization of domestic abuse,
and an Attorney General’s chambers that acts
proactively in the interests of children.
3. “Give a man a fish and you feed him for
a day; teach a man to fish and you feed
him for a lifetime” … The incoming NDP
administration must bring about an end to the
dependency politics of the ULP, characterized
by government stifling of the private sector
and the resulting heavy dependence upon
government to meet basic needs. Through
skills training and the fostering of an economic
climate that encourages entrepreneurship,
Vincentians will return to self-sufficiency and
regain our sense of agency.
4. “In the abundance of water a fool is thirsty”
(Bob Marley). Our single greatest resource is our
people. I speak of our entire population, both 6

at home and abroad. Yet our Diaspora, several
times larger than our local population, remains
a mostly untapped source of investment in
our cultural and economic development. Our
consulates and missions overseas must be
manned by trade and culture specialists who
will build and maintain such links between
Home and the Diaspora, including our overseas
Garifuna.
I am proud to lead a team of Vincentians who
are experts in diverse fields of endeavour,
some with dual and even triple specialities.
We have three farmers, six educators, an
economist, two lawyers, a political scientist,
two musicians, two human resource specialists,
seven entrepreneurs, a civil engineer, three
sportsmen, a landscaper, an accountant and
even a winemaker cum vintner. I am proud of
each.
Nonetheless, national success requires
nationwide participation. Every willing
Vincentian of every political persuasion, of
every capacity, in every country, is needed
to rebuild the nation. The NDP is ready to
lead that effort.
Here is our plan of action.

Yours,

Arnhim U. Eustace

b. 1. Our Vision for
the Development
of St Vincent & the
Grenadines
The New Democratic Party has an ambitious
agenda for the development of our country,
which we will start implementing the day after
we take office. Here is our agenda for your review:

8. Develop and maintain playing fields in every
constituency;
9. Tackle and reduce corruption and crime;

1. Our first-year To-Do List

10. Bring to Parliament and pass integrity legislation;

In our first year in government, we will:
1.

7. Revive and refinance the Book Loan Scheme;

11. Design and implement a national health
insurance service;

Remove VAT on over 100 basic items;

2. Remove VAT on electricity and pursue other
options to reduce overall electricity costs;
3. Replant and rehabilitate 1,000 acres of
banana fields;
4. Reinstate a development bank to support
the development of enterprise in agriculture,
tourism, etc.;
5. Design and implement community-based
projects in every constituency, to provide
local employment, under the auspices of the
Constituency Development Fund;
6. Pay the fees for CSEC and CAPE exams;
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12. Ensure the availability at community level of
basic health care facilities and medications for
sugar, pressure and other common ailments;
13. Pay down the government’s debt to the
private sector by 50%;
14. Provide 500 jobs in Information and
Communications Technology;
15. Design and implement a true low-income
housing program that will provide quality
houses at affordable prices.

b. 2. Development Projects
While in opposition the NDP has pursued a number of initiatives so that we can begin immediately
to implement a development strategy for St. Vincent and the Grenadines when we get into
government. To this end we have had discussions with several interested investors and can now
state that:

1.

A major international construction group will partner with the NDP to
finally get the Argyle Airport into a state of readiness.

2.

A major international development group will build a 1,000-unit
integrated residential and hotel resort complex on St. Vincent.

3.

An important international banking group will use SVG as its base to
establish a new chain of retail banks throughout the Caribbean.

4.

A major international construction group, specializing in infrastructure
projects, will establish a regional head office in St. Vincent and the
Grenadines.

5.

A global player in the trust and corporate services sector will be involved
in overhauling our financial services.

6.

A global player in private aircraft services will set up a state-of-the-art
aircraft registry.

7.

A significant seaport improvement initiative is planned for St. Vincent and
the Grenadines, again, partnering with a major international construction
firm.
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8.

Final negotiations are taking place for very significant investments into
our technology sector.

9.

The NDP is working with some of the world’s most experienced
international tax specialists to establish tax treaties that generate further
investment into our country.

10. The NDP will develop our agriculture sector to benefit from cocoa
production and value-addition, to supply the demand at high prices for
premium chocolate. We will also utilize our joint venture infrastructure
in the UK for further agriculture diversification, alongside banana
rehabilitation.

9

c. Towards A
Meritocracy
disgruntled and dissatisfied workers who
lack the motivation and the will power to
perform to the best of their abilities due to
the unequal and iniquitous treatment that
they are experiencing. The New Democratic
Party recognises that this form of polarization
along party political lines, retards growth. In
recognition of the virtues of a meritocracy the
New Democratic Party pledges to all public
servants and Vincentians as a whole that
we will provide equal opportunities at the
outset to all Vincentians in education, sports,
culture, health, national security and justice,
agriculture, tourism, financial services,
manufacturing and services generally. We
will not engage in political victimization but
we are strongly of the view that we should
ensure that square pegs are not placed in
round holes.

A meritocracy is a socio-political system
that rewards persons on the basis of their
skills, effort and performances and not by
virtue of their affiliation to a political party,
religious grouping, race or social class.
Essentially, a meritocracy is based on merit.
The concept of merit is synonymous with
ability. Therefore, a person’s ability to perform
at the requisite standard will attract the
reward and opportunities associated with
his or her position at the work place and in
that person’s field of endeavour. Merit can
also be associated with praise and adulation
for the propriety or good consequences of
one’s actions. Hence a meritocracy motivates
persons not only to excel at the work place but
generally to engage in conduct that can be
considered praiseworthy. Accordingly, public
servants can rest assured and feel comforted
in the knowledge that upward mobility and
career growth will be based primarily on
performance. In such a healthy environment
trust and confidence will be restored and
productivity will increase. The application of
meritocratic principles in the public service
will have the effect of influencing the private
sector along similar lines. Essentially, persons
will work harder to achieve greater rewards
and the country will benefit from the increased
goods and services that will be the products
of improved skill and greater effort.

Politics is about people, economics is for
the people. No matter what is done or not
done or how it is done or not done, it is done
for the people with the assistance of the
people. We are cognizant of the fact that our
country cannot effectively, efficiently and
economically function only with supporters
of the New Democratic Party. Opportunities
will be created for all, without regard to
their political affiliation and rewards will be
commensurate with effort and performance –
those are the hall marks of a meritocracy. St.
Vincent and the Grenadines will be a haven
for those who wish to excel in their respective
fields of endeavours. Hence, Towards a
Meritocracy under NDP- prosperity for all ‘ah
we.’

Over the past fourteen years Vincentians have
experienced rampant victimisation in the
public service and to a lesser extent in the
private sector as well. Many have not been
granted promotion, some have been put into
early retirement, others have been transferred
to jobs that do not require their expertise and in
some instances those persons were relegated
to sitting at desks with no function to perform
and there are those who were deliberately
humiliated and harassed into resigning from
their jobs or were unceremoniously fired.
The public sector is plagued with many
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D. Operational
Sectors

Fiscal Policy and
National Debt

Agriculture
and Fisheries

Private Sector
Development

Information and
Communications
Technology (ICT)

Tourism and
Grenadines
Affairs

Financial
SERVICES

HEALTH

Physical
Planning and
The Environment

CRIME, NATIONAL
SECURITY AND
JUSTICE

EDUCATION

THE YOUTH

SPORTS

CULTURE

FAMILY AND
WOMEN’S ISSUES

HOUSING

ENERGY

INFRASTRUCTURE

PUBLIC SECTOR
REFORM

THE DIASPORA

FOREIGN AFFAIRS

THE LEGISLATIVE
PROGRAMME
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Fiscal Policy
and National
Debt
12

1. Fiscal Policy and National Debt
For the 17 years of the NDP administration St. Vincent and the Grenadines carried a
recurrent surplus of 5.28% of GDP. For their first 3 years, the ULP regime adopted the
NDP’s policy, which allowed for a counterpart contribution for all capital projects.
This in turn reduced the amount of borrowing this nation had to undertake. Since
2005 however, successive ULP administrations have applied a decidedly different
approach. Examine the recurrent estimates for 2014, and observe that tax and nontax revenue are projected to raise EC$520 million, but that recurrent expenditure
is projected at EC$664.4 million, thus leading to a massive deficit of $133.9 million.
In short, the dance can’t pay for the lights. The current government has no viable
proposals to close that gap.
The Estimates included an item called Other
Capital Receipts with projected revenues of
EC$112.6 million – EC$21.3 million short. The
fact is that for the ten-year period prior to
the 2012 Financial Year the item Other Capital
Receipts yielded a yearly average of EC$2.8 m.
That projected revenue is therefore a fiction.

2. Float a bond issue to pay off the arrears to
both the private sector and the civil service,.
iIt is anticipated that this will cost between
$30 million and $40 million. The bond issue
will make more funds available for circulation
in the economy and reduce private sector
layoffs.

The real deficit caused the government to
transfer less funds to BRAGSA for infrastructure
projects such as roads, less funds to the
tourism industry for promotion and other
activities, and less funds to Education for UWI
students.

3. Reduce the salaries of all Parliamentarians
until the economic situation improves.

This lack of cash led also to increasing
debt owed to the private sector for goods
and services provided to Government, and
significant job losses in the private sector. The
lack of funds to the Capital Projects hinders
public sector employment and economic
growth.
The NDP has examined this situation and
has agreed that there is a need for a prudent
mixture of stimulus and austerity measures
aimed at improving our economic growth
rate. Therefore the NDP will:
1.

Appoint a Committee on Public Financing
and Debt to conduct a full and early review
of the government’s financial position. The
Committee will report within the first two
months of the NDP administration (NOTE Where does the proposed financial audit fit
in this?).
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4. Reduce fees for all directors of all statutory
boards and government-owned companies.
5. Remove the VAT on basic foods.
6. Enter into discussion with the public service unions
with respect to expenditure management control
and the reduction of wastage in the public sector.
7.

Tackle corruption in the award of tenders in
both the Civil Service and public corporations
by taking immediate action as identified by
the Director of Audit and other sources.

8. Provide stimuli to all the major productive
sectors of the economy with a view to
achieving a current account surplus and an
overall deficit not exceeding 3% of GDP within
three years.

Agriculture
and Fisheries
14

2. Agriculture and Fisheries
The New Democratic Party recognizes the central role of agriculture in the
economy of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines and its considerable contribution
to the livelihood of Vincentians. Unfortunately its dominant position has declined
substantially in the past decade, and large numbers of people have left the sector.
Three main causes for this decline are:
• Government’s neglect and mismanagement of the sector;
• The imposition by government of ill-advised policies - such as terminating the
banana credit system, and failure to expand the established banana facilities
overseas to support national diversification efforts; and
• The negative impact of a range of external factors such as the high cost
of imported inputs, stringent quality standards in our main markets, unstable
markets and low prices, all of which are beyond the control of our farmers,
processors and traders.
The New Democratic Party will reverse this deteriorating situation by revitalizing the
agricultural sector, making it efficient, technologically prepared and internationally
competitive. This will guarantee the food and nutrition security of our people and
at the same time provide employment, income and sustainable livelihoods, while
preserving the environment for present and future generations.

The Banana Industry
The New Democratic Party will establish a
special “Green Team” whose specific task will be
to establish at least 1,000 acres of land under
banana cultivation within our first year in office.
We will revisit the Banana Act in order to give
back to farmers the control of the sector. We will
create a ground crew spraying program for the
spraying of bananas that will be more effective
than aerial spraying in terms of cost, application
efficacy and environmental safety.
The Coconut Industry
The coconut industry in St Vincent and the
Grenadines was once a thriving source of income
and livelihoods. Under the new NDP government,
the industry will be returned to a premier position
and will take advantage of the growing global
recognition of the value of coconut oil, which is
cholesterol-free and has other newly-recognized
health benefits. In our quest to reorganize and
rebuild the agricultural sector and to exploit our
15

renewable natural resources, we will place new
focus on the assessment, development and
utilization of existing and new coconut plantations
and we will couple this with the creation of
an environment that facilitates entrepreneurs
to utilize all parts of the coconut plant - the
nuts, husk, shells and tree trunk - to create
employment, income and export opportunities.
Increasing land productivity
We will foster a comprehensive approach to
helping smallholder farmers prosper. This will
include income support, access to inputs, more
effective tools and farm management practices,
locally relevant knowledge, use of technologies
where possible, and reliable markets.
We will introduce agricultural policies that
support farmers in their efforts to better feed
themselves and their communities.

Credit System
The New Democratic Party will reintroduce
the Credit System, making it available to
all stakeholders in the Agro Sector. Proper
guidelines will be instituted to ensure the
system is run effectively to the benefit of all
stakeholders.

well as the geographical suitability of the area
to cultivate such crops.
Agro Processing
The New Democratic Party will establish a state
operated agro lab that will encourage agro
processing. The agro lab will also assist small
business enterprises especially those cottage
industries that produce such items as pepper
sauce, jams and jellies etc.

Livestock
Livestock is a key part of farming in St. Vincent
and the Grenadines. A substantive amount of
root crop, vegetable and tree crop farmers
own livestock. The New Democratic Party
will support efforts to improve the health and
productivity of livestock—particularly chickens,
goats, sheep, pigs and cattle—by improving
animal genetics and veterinary care.

Agricultural Depots
The New Democratic Party will re-establish
agricultural depots throughout the islands so
that farmers will have centralized places for the
selling of their produce.

Feeder Roads
The New Democratic Party will seek funding for
the rehabilitation of the existing feeder roads
and will create new roads where necessary
to facilitate access to new land areas for
agriculture.

Chemical Control
While it was commonplace to use chemicals
indiscriminately for food production it is now
time for a new approach to farming with less
chemical dependency. A registry of chemicals
used in SVG will be created and a concerted
effort will be made by government to gradually
decrease the use of toxins in food production.

Land Use Policy
The New Democratic Party will introduce a land
use policy that will give better directions for
land usage as we try to make maximum benefit
from the limited lands available to us for food
production and other use.

Sustainable Organic Farming
The New Democratic Party will encourage
farmers to ensure that their methods of
cultivation are not harmful to the environment.
Tax and Custom Duty concessions will be made
available to organic farmers.

Crops Identification Policy
The New Democratic Party will, after careful
marketing analysis, identify specific crops for
development. This will give farmers and other
stakeholders a better understanding and
direction in determining which crops to plant as

Fisheries Development
The world seafood market, which encompasses
fresh, canned and frozen seafood products,
16

is expected to exceed $370 billion by 2015,
according to Global Industry Analysts. It is
predicted the market will be fuelled by a rising
global population, increased discretionary
incomes, and technological advances such
as packaging and improved transportation.
Demand will be particularly strong in
developing regions including Latin America and
Asia-Pacific. The overall market for aquaculture
and fisheries is predicted to exceed 135 million
tons by 2015. Other factors driving the market
include a growing trend towards more healthy
eating.
SVG can benefit tremendously from this trend.
In order to realize our full potential, which will
enable SVG to maximize the contribution of this
sector to the economy, the New Democratic
Party will:
1. Do what is required to get St. Vincent and the
Grenadines off the EU black list as it relates
to fishing;
2. Upgrade and reopen existing fishing facilities,
and ensure that fisher-folk are involved in the
management of these facilities.
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3. Assist fisher-folk with the usage of fish
location devices to enhance fish catch.
4. Provide credit facilities and concessions to
fisher-folk to enable them to buy boats,
engines and other equipment.
5. Spearhead an overall program to lift the
status of the fisheries sector in national
development by introducing education
awareness in schools and communities.
6. Seek technical assistance with a view to
opening a fish cannery in SVG to capitalise
on the amount of fish and fish products
available.
7. Encourage the usage of ICT in fisheries in an
effort to upgrade the sector to maximize gains
and also for safety especially in the case of
those lost at sea.
8. Explore the possibility of creating markets for
by-products such as blackish oil.

Private Sector
Development

18

3. Private Sector Development
It is well-established that in today’s world, a thriving private sector is the foundation
of a growing economy. The government of St Vincent and the Grenadines however
appears not to understand this basic fact. Evidence of this is seen in the fact that
this government owes our private sector an amount which has accumulated to
the order of EC$60 million; a crippling burden for a private sector already weighed
down by some of the highest energy prices in the Caribbean.
The NDP’s position is that the debt to the private sector must be -- and will be repaid.
An NDP government will establish a ministry of the private sector to facilitate the
development and expansion of private industry in general and in particular we will
immediately set up a working committee mandated to prepare an urgent plan for
the repayment of this debt. We consider that small and medium sized enterprises
are a critical factor in economic growth and we will create the conditions that will
enable SMEs to play a major role in entrepreneurship, innovation and job creation.

Small and Medium sized Enterprises (SMEs)
In order to create the environment in which
Small and Medium sized Enterprises will thrive,
the New Democratic Party will:

• Fostering strategic alliances between
Vincentian and foreign companies to
gain knowledge about market entry and
export led activities;

• End the competition between Government
enterprises and SMEs

The role of the Ministry of the Private sector
The Ministry of the Public Sector will identify and
seek to develop or expand a range of direct and
indirect support services for SMEs, including:

• Adopt and pursue appropriate fiscal and
employment policies to promote an optimal
economic environment
• Improve the attractiveness of entrepreneurship
• Remove the constraints to the development
and growth of SMEs through:
• The re-establishment of a Development Bank
to provide funding and financial support for
SMEs;

• Business pre-start , start-up and development
assistance;
• Business plan development and follow-up;
• Business incubators – legal, accounting and
financial services;
• Information services including advice on
government policies;

• The establishment of (i) a Government
sponsored Laboratory and of (ii) a Scientific
Research Council to provide technical
assistance for all new and expanding
enterprises;

• Advice on the effective application of information,
communication and business technologies to
the business process;

• The establishment of a Saint Vincent and
the Grenadines Bureau of Standards

• Managerial and vocational skills enhancement;

• Fiscal incentives;
19

• Consultancy and research services;

• Promotion and development of enterprisebased training;

The Constituency Development Fund
The New Democratic Party will enact legislation
to establish a Constituency Development Fund
(CDF) to advance the basic needs of our people.
The NDP is of the view that if we approach
national development from a constituency
level we are more likely to have a better result,
since more people will get the opportunity
to participate in the process, and there will be
better opportunities to lift more people out of
poverty.
A basic needs approach is essentially
an approach to public and development
administration that recognizes the following:
• The full physical, mental and social development
of the individual Vincentian is essential;
• Support and training in occupational safety
and health;

• The development of St. Vincent and the
Grenadines ultimately depends on efforts of
the individual citizen;

• Assistance in upgrading the literacy, numeracy,
computer competencies and basic education
levels of managers and employees;

• Poverty is widespread and policy must therefore be
directed to the population as a whole;

• Access to energy, telecommunications and
physical infrastructure provided either directly
or through private sector intermediaries;

• The eradication of absolute poverty, while
essential, is not sufficient for growth. Growth
requires the satisfaction of needs over and
above the subsistence level;

●• Assistance in understanding and applying
labour legislation;

• Vincentians have the right to chart their own
destiny without victimization and persecution;

• Assistance in human resource development
and the promotion of gender equality;

• CDF allocations will be made to each
constituency. Spending will be under the
control of the Constituency representative
and a Constituency Management Board,
who will identify projects such as “Gouti
steps” to houses, access roads, retaining
walls or other small developmental projects;

• Assistance in product design, development
and presentation;
• Quality management, including quality testing
and measurement;

• Contracts will be awarded, wherever possible,
to “local” contractors, that is, contractors within
the community. In this way more individuals in
the community will be involved in improving
facilities and more income will be generated
locally;

• Packaging services;
• Environmental management services.
• Streamline business regulatory processes and
procedures in order to substantially improve
the ease of doing business in St. Vincent and
the Grenadines.

●• Spending will be audited yearly and a report
will be presented to Parliament on the projects
in each Constituency.

The Ministry will also work in close collaboration
with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and
our overseas Missions, Caricom and the
Vincentian Diaspora to identify trade and export
opportunities for SMEs.
20

Information and
Communications
Technology (ICT)
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4. Information and Communications Technology (ICT)
The 21st century is well into its second decade, but observing the present
government’s approach, you would think we were still in the era of the cassette
tape. Evidence of the government’s outdated thinking on technology is everywhere
– and is best summed up by their derogatory labeling of citizens on Facebook as
‘Internet Crazies’, simply because these patriotic Vincentians are not toeing the
ULP party line.
The New Democratic Party understands and accepts that technology is not
something in our future – it is here and it is now and we need to put it to work for our
development, today. An NDP government, in collaboration with already-identified
world-class partners, will embark on an ambitious technology agenda that will
adopt and adapt technology as a way of life for Vincentians, thereby transforming
our economy in every sector and attracting technology businesses that will create
500 jobs in the first year, powered by our nation’s youth.
We will:
ask her questions and get the answers. The
smart labs will also connect to users via SMS and
other messaging services to provide valuable
information to citizens.

Attract new, IT-based businesses to SVG and
provide hundreds of new jobs
An NDP government will aggressively pursue
new business ventures in ICT using our existing
legislation to attract ICT businesses to our
shores. Through appropriate incentives, we will
create 500 new jobs in technology within the first
year and up to 1,500 during our first term in office.

Invite technology leaders to use SVG as a
growth and mentorship hub
The NDP has already connected with top
international tech achievers, who have agreed
to come to live in and run their businesses from
SVG for a year. During that time they will train and
mentor our interested youth in technology-based
entrepreneurial development. Capacity Building in

Turn SVG into a free wireless hotspot
Free, wireless internet connectivity will be
available to residents and visitors, in town and
country, in offices and at tourism sites.
Make government services accessible on
mobile apps
Going past e-Government, we will make
government services available and accessible
in the palm of your hand through mobile
government (mGovernment) initiatives, thereby
reducing the cost and inconvenience of
conducting certain types of business.
Set up community-based smart labs
Existing learning resource centres will be
transformed into smart labs where information
can be accessed by citizens as required. Manned
by tech-savvy young people, these centres will
allow, say the farmer who needs information
about black sigatoka, to walk into a smart lab,
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a hands on environment and mentorship by some
of the world’s top innovators and will become a
reality in the new SVG.
Implement a coherent, improved programme
for ICT in Education
Without a well thought-out and implemented
ICT in Education programme, giving laptops
and other devices to students and teachers will
not have the required impact. The new NDP
government will work with service providers and
educators regionally to implement a programme
that will, among other things, provide access to
secondary school textbooks in digital form where
possible, which will directly reduce the cost of
education for those families with secondarylevel students at home.
Make Science, Technology, Engineering and
Mathematics (STEM) education a priority
The New Democratic Party believes that
a key factor in the country’s development
in the 21st century will be the creation of
a new generation of citizens with at least
a basic grounding in Science, Technology,
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Engineering and Mathematics (STEM). We feel
it is important that the citizens and students of
St Vincent and the Grenadines shuld not be
simply passive consumers of technology, but
also originators and creators of technology.
Education curriculum reform must therefore
aim to bring the teaching of relevant subjects
(including app development and coding) to
the primary and secondary schools.
Transform healthcare through
the use of technology
Healthcare practice will be taken to the next
level with cloud-enabled record keeping at
the district level making access to information
and treatment easier; SMS messaging to
connect patients and healthcare workers to
deliver medication reminders, appointment
reminders, important alerts and health tips.
We will initiate a telemedicine pilot project
that will allow real-time our own doctors to
connect with other doctors around the world to
provide consultancy, advice and even perform
minor procedures through the internet in real
time collaboration.

Tourism and
Grenadines
Affairs
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5. Tourism and Grenadines Affairs
Our St Vincent and the Grenadines, blessed as it is with breathtaking natural beauty
and diverse attractions, should normally entice a wide variety of visitors, which
should solidify tourism as one of the pillars of our economy and a major foreign
exchange earner. However, over the past several years, the fortunes of the tourism
sector have been in decline. Even though tourism activity has declined generally
across the region, our neighbours in Dominica, Grenada and Saint Lucia are at this
point all doing better than we are in SVG, despite our rich natural blessings. This
fact speaks to a deep and pervasive mismanagement of the sector over the years
-- and means that tremendous potential for economic growth and job creation is
going to waste as a result.
The new NDP government will reverse this downward trend. We will work vigorously
to develop this sector and transform SVG into a leading destination in the Caribbean,
through the following:
• Establishment and operation of a first class
training institute. This will improve the delivery of
high quality service in the tourism industry.

travel agents and other service providers, special
tour packages for Caribbean tourists to boost
regional tourism, especially in the off-season.

• Ensure security on the water and beaches. We
will ensure security in our harbours and bays by
regular coastguard patrols and police foot patrols
in resort areas and beaches. Special attention
will be given to the prevention of harassment
of and criminal activities against visitors and to
the diligent and prompt prosecution of offences
against visitors. A special police unit will be
created and tasked with investigating crimes
against yacht visitors and other tourists.

• Development of Marinas and Other Yachting
Facilities in suitable locations throughout
the country, such as Bequia, the Southern
Grenadines, Villa and the Leeward Coast.

• Improvement of air transportation. Seek to reduce
the travel cost and to improve the reliability and
frequency of air service to St. Vincent and the
Grenadines.
• Diversification of our tourism product. We will
target specific areas to promote and develop,
such as diving, yachting, cruise tourism, ecotourism, retirees/returnees, local festivals and
cultural events like carnival, music festivals,
Gospel Fest and Nine Mornings.
• Targeted marketing in Europe, Canada, United
States of America, and the Caribbean. We will
develop, in collaboration with airlines, hoteliers,
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• Promote high-end stay-over visitors. We will
promote investment in small to mid-size luxury
hotels and villas to attract visitors seeking a
special experience and destination.
• The promotion of yachting. Special programs will
be developed to attract yacht cruising visitors
and encourage them to stay longer within SVG’s
waters.
• Promotion and development of tourism sites and
crafts. We will enhance existing tourism sites and
utilize our historical heritage and natural beauty
to develop new ones throughout the country. We
will also develop cable cars in North Leeward
and eco-tourism trails in various areas. Local
craft makers will be encouraged and assisted to
produce and sell indigenous crafts.

Grenadines Affairs
As a unitary state comprised of many islands, we
face special developmental and nation-building
challenges. Despite these challenges, the
Grenadines, as a vital part of our country, plays
an important role in our economic development,
particularly in the tourism industry. We must
ensure that government services, health care
services and employment and educational
opportunities are equally available to people
living in the Grenadines. Also we must develop
rapidly the economic potential of the Grenadines
to promote economic growth and employment
opportunities for all.

• Improve the quality of secondary education.
The intention is to create schools, including
a high school on Canouan, and to implement
improvement of library facilities, comparable
to the best institutions in the country. We
will also provide assistance with housing and
transportation costs for students from the
Grenadines who attend secondary school and
the Community College on the mainland;
• Ensure quality health care professionals and
services. These will be always available in the
populated islands. In Mayreau, as resident
nurse at least will be available to meet the basic
health care needs of residents. Prompt and
safe transportation to Milton Cato Memorial
Hospital will be available in emergency cases;

To achieve this, we will:
• Develop and promote water security. CWSA will
be engaged to play a leading role in supplying
a safe and reliable supply of water to the
people in the Grenadines. In the meantime, tax
concessions will be given to homeowners in
the Grenadines to encourage the construction
of larger water tanks;

• Ensure regular and affordable ferry service
between the Grenadines and the mainland
and among the islands of the Grenadines. This
will include the removal of all administrative
hassles, such as unnecessary restrictions on
the movement of ferry passengers;

• Introduce and promote effective and responsible
local government. This will be done in the
Northern and Southern Grenadines to promote
more effective delivery of essential government
services. Also, more administrative services
such as birth certificate applications, making
and receiving NIS payments and filing income
tax returns will be made available in the
Grenadines;

• Promote the Tobago Cays Marine Park as
a world class, specialized environmentally
sustainable tourism facility.
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6. Financial Services
The Financial Services Sector is vital to this country’s economic development.
It is one of the pillars of wealth creation. The effective utilisation of financial
resources is dependent on the economic opportunities that are available in the
productive sectors and the efficient management of money. A thriving Financial
Services Sector provides the gateway through which domestic and foreign direct
investment decisions can be taken and made with alacrity and in the interest of
the economic development of the country. Recognising, our country’s limitations
both in size and natural resources emphasis must be placed on the management
and administration of the wealth that is created at home and abroad, thus the
significance of encouraging, developing and maintaining a vibrant and modernised
financial services sector.
Sector has the potential to further develop and
grow and to form symbiotic relationships with
Tourism and Information technology. In order to
put the International Financial Services Sector
back on track we will do the following:

To this end the New democratic Party will:
• Conduct a comprehensive review of the
regulatory framework of all financial
institutions in this country with a view to
introducing greater protection for investors

• Conduct a comprehensive assessment of the
reason for the decline in the sector.

• Review the financial regulatory mechanism
with a view to improving the regulatory and
administrative capacity of the Financial
Services Authority.

• Incisively market Mutual Funds and Insurance.
• Arrange and encourage effective training for
offshore services providers in the areas of
Mutual Funds and Insurance.

• Introduce legislative provisions to require
financial institutions to publish their annual
financial statements in two issues of at least
one local newspaper.

• Review the Mutual Funds and Insurance
legislation with a view to facilitating a more
simplified regulatory framework which also
recognises our international obligations with
regard to money laundering.

• Review the insurance legislation to require
insurance agents to disclose all pertinent
information that will enable a prospective
investor to make an informed investment
decision.

• Review all the Regulations that govern the
registration and administration of offshore
entities with a view to improving the
marketability of the international financial
services sector.

International Financial Services
In 1996 we placed greater emphasis on the
Sector as part of this country’s diversification
efforts in the light of the rapid decline in the
banana industry. Prior to March 2001 over
11,000 offshore entities were registered at
the International Financial Services Authority
(formerly the Offshore Finance Authority). Since
then, there has been a significant reduction
of those registrations and an unprecedented
contraction of the overall performance of the
Sector. Reports indicate that less than 6,000
entities on the register are currently active. The

• Restructure the International Financial Services
Authority to make it more amenable in dealing
with complaints and enquiries from persons at
home and abroad.
• Institute measures that will foster a closer
working relationship between the IFSA and
offshore services providers, specifically in the
area of marketing.
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• Provide tax concession on the income earned
by offshore services providers.
• Support and encourage units in the commercial
banks that service the international financial
services sector.
• Review the anti-money laundering legislation
to determine and improve its administrative
workability and ensure the maintenance of
our international obligations.
Capital Market Development
The NDP will emphasise the role of the private
sector in the development of our economy.
Accordingly, the creation of a pool of financial
resources available for investment purposes
and the management of those resources are
paramount. In that regard we will:
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• Spearhead a heightened awareness of the
importance of the Eastern Caribbean Securities
Exchange through the promotion and training of
entrepreneurs and those wishing to participate
in the provision of financial services.
• Emphasise the significance of entrepreneurship
and the availability of local, regional and
international financial resources for such
purposes.
• Create an enabling economic environment
through which persons wishing to do business
will be encouraged so to do.

Health
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7. Health
The current system for the provision of health care services to Vincentians is in
a lamentable state. Basic medications are frequently unavailable, the hospitals
lack equipment and what exists is often non-functioning. Area health centres lack
adequate staff and equipment; basic and emergency services in the Grenadines
and remote areas on the mainland are inadequate.
The new NDP government will take a three-pronged approach to remedy this
situation. First, an effective management system will be implemented, with strict
accountability from all staff at all facilities. Secondly, a national health insurance
system will be established. Thirdly, a new state of the art hospital, which will
include dialysis services, will be built and operated in an appropriate part of the
country and district hospitals will be upgraded, to serve the needs of locals and
visitors alike in the most efficient manner.
We will deliver:
A New Healthcare Management System
The management of Health care nationwide
will be administered by a state corporation
with suitably qualified professional staff at the
Board and management levels. The assistance
of regional and international agencies will be
sought to aid the implementation and allow for
a phased change over.
• Among the sub committees of the Board
will be (a) Finance (b) Customer Care (c)
Innovations and improvements (d) public
relations and (e) staffing.
• The procurement and distribution of all
medication and medical supplies shall be
administered by the Corporation.
• There will be adequate defined mechanisms
for public queries, complaints and feedback
●

• Links will be established to allow for regional
institutions to offer tertiary health care to
citizens in need. The conditions under which
these services will be accessible will be stated
publicly and there wiil be no discrimination in
their application.
• Partnerships with international health institutions
and teaching institutions will be explored,
and, where appropriate, will be developed
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A National Health Insurance Service
A National Health Insurance Service (NHIS) will
be introduced after discussions with the NIS, to
provide coverage of basic health care for the
insured and their dependants. The service will
similar to our National Insurance System in that
it will be mandatory for. However individuals
may, if they so desire “top up” their coverage
with private insurance to cover services not
covered by the national system, or to cover
private treatment.
Private medical practitioners will be able to use
the medical facilities in an open and transparent
manner with appropriate safeguards.
New State Of The Art Facilities
The Milton Cato Memorial Hospital (MCMH)
is outdated and is located in an inappropriate
location with no scope for expansion; it must be
replaced. Several district hospitals and clinics
are in far worse states.
A convenient and central site has already been
identified for the construction of a new, modern
Hospital to replace MCMH; preliminary designs
are in hand and funding is imminent. Kidney
dialysis is among the services to be introduced
at the new facility. In addition:

• Strengthen the environmental health and
vector control unit;

• District facilities will focus on preventive
medicine with new support services for
persons at risk in order to improve the quality
of life of the population;

• Ensure that a doctor is on call 24 hours at each
of the rural hospitals;

• Provision will be made for the airlifting of
emergency cases from the Grenadines and
from remote locations on the mainland;

• Increase the numbers of doctors working at
the Accident and Emergency Department;
• Ensure that the hospital has a medical specialist
in critical areas;

• Ambulance services will be modernised and
efficiently managed, with appropriate training
of paramedics.

• Increase the opening hours of the pharmacy at
the MCMH to serve outpatients and inpatients
more effectively;

The new NDP government will:
• Improve testing and diagnostic facilities;

• Establish a dialysis unit within the new hospital;

• Ensure that all hospitals and medical clinics
are fully staffed, equipped and have basic
medical supplies;

•● Improve the port health facilities to ensure
that there is a quarantine area that is fully
equipped with Personal Protection equipment
and trained health professionals at all ports of
entry

• Improve the infectious disease unit by
implementing strict protocols when
handling outbreaks of infectious diseases.
Ensure that all staff members are properly
trained and provided with adequate personal
protection equipment as recommended by
the World Health Organisation;
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Healthcare
for the Future.

1. STATE OF THE ART HEALTHCARE FACILITY IN EAST ST GEORGE
2. NATIONAL HEALTH INSURANCE FOR ALL VINCENTIANS
3. AN SVG ASSOCIATION FOR RETIRED PERSONS (SPEARHEADED BY THE NGO COMMUNITY)
4. NEW JOB OPPORTUNITIES IN HEALTHCARE FOR OUR NATION'S YOUTH
5. DIGITIZED MEDICAL RECORD KEEPING
6. PROPERLY STOCKED MEDICAL STORES WITH THE MEDICATION OUR POPULATION NEEDS
7. RESTORED AND WELL STAFFED CLINICS AND DISTRICT HOSPITALS
8. AIR AMBULANCE SERVICE THROUGHOUT THE GRENADINES AND THE REGION
9. REGIONAL REFERRAL FOR CRITICALLY ILL PATIENTS
33AND SPORTING/GYM EQUIPMENT
10. VAT EXEMPTION ON MEDICINES AND EXERCISE
TO PROMOTE HEALTHY LIVING AND EXERCISE.

Rescuing the Health Sector in SVG:
Issues and Options
2. The Health Care Burden
The Monitoring and Evaluation Report, 2014
put out by the Ministry of Health, Wellness and
the Environment is a litany of woes about the
state of the health services. This is a public
document that everyone interested in the
direction of the health of the nation should
study. I summarize some of the key challenges
for your consideration.

1. Context
A healthy population is an essential prerequisite
for the economic growth and stability of a
nation. This is a statement of reality that has
been tested and vindicated in every country,
in every culture, in every continent around the
world.
The constitution of the World Health
Organization (WHO) enshrines the attainment of
the highest standard of health as a fundamental
human right. This right to health includes
unfettered access to timely, acceptable, and
affordable health care irrespective of age,
gender, socio-economic status or personal or
religious persuasion (and I might add political
allegiance).

a) The Epidemic of Chronic NonCommunicable Diseases1
Chronic non-communicable diseases in St.
Vincent and the Grenadines have assumed
epidemic proportions and the situation is
worsening daily. This cluster of disease
conditions now accounts for 75% of all
deaths annually. Put in layman’s terms, three
out of every four deaths in this country are
now due to diabetes, hypertension, heart
disease and cancer.

Between the period 1950 and 2000, St. Vincent
and the Grenadines made gigantic strides in
improving the health of the population. During
that period, infant death rates were slashed by
75% (from 115.6/1000 to 26.7/1000 live births);
communicable diseases such as small pox,
typhoid fever, dysentery, yaws, leprosy, and
worm infestations were virtually wiped out;
and life expectancy increased by more than 20
years.

Another depressing factor that emerges
is the rapidly escalating number of
amputations secondary to diabetes that
is in evidence. Recent reports put out
by the Ministry of Health indicate a near
doubling of the number of diabetesrelated amputations between 2008 (59)
and 2012 (110). Altogether, there were 434
amputations during that five-year period.

This progress was achieved on the back of
effective public health policies, improved health
practices, expansion in the scope and range
of health facilities, and rational deployment of
trained staff at all levels of the health system.
In those good old days, health was regarded
as a public good to be accessed by all, and not
the preserve of a privileged class or a favoured
few.

The level of illness and suffering, disability
and death, and loss of productive years
place chronic non-communicable diseases
as the leading public health problem facing
St. Vincent and the Grenadines at this time.
The problem is enormous and urgent and
cries out for attention.

However, since 2001, the health report card for
St. Vincent and the Grenadines has not been
good and many of the hard won gains of the
past are now in jeopardy. The naked truth is
that the health services of this country have
been placed in intensive care over the past
14 years and is now battling for survival. The
health system is badly fractured in fundamental
areas and is crying out for visionary, caring, and
competent leadership.

b) The Ugly Face of Communicable
Diseases
It is a sad indictment of the health care
system of St. Vincent and the Grenadines
that In this enlightened information age, with
unprecedented availability of antibiotics and
other prevention and treatment modalities,
that communicable diseases remain one
of our five leading causes of death. It is
1
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Cluster of cardiovascular diseases, diabetes,
cancers and chronic respiratory diseases

a national embarrassment that lines up
alongside Haiti which is the poorest country
in the Western Hemisphere. But what does
the report of the Ministry of Health tell us
about this ugly face of communicable
diseases?
• In 2013, 100 persons died from communicable
diseases, up from 82 deaths in 2009. About
one-quarter (24) of these deaths were
due to AIDS with septicaemia, respiratory
infections and worm infestations also
featuring prominently.
• In the case of AIDS, the most conservative
estimate is that there are at least 1,000
persons living with disease in St. Vincent
and Grenadines (the actual number
could be several times higher since only
a small percentage of the sexually active
population knows their HIV status). In
2013, 47 new HIV cases were enrolled
in the health system and 50 persons
began treatment for AIDS. Altogether,
there are 269 persons being treated for
AIDS in the public health system, with an
indeterminate number being treated by
the private health sector.
• Perhaps worse than anything else, is the
fact that people in this country still die
from worm infestations. It is a national
embarrassment and is tantamount to
criminal negligence.

c) The New Plague – Mosquitoes and
Rodents
For the records, the aedes aegypti mosquito
is the vector that carries dengue fever and
chikungunya disease; while rats and mice
transmit leptospirosis – all of which feature
among our morbidity statistics. For example,
in 2012 there were 248 reported cases of
dengue fever and 24 cases of leptospirosis;
and we all know about the recent
chikungunya outbreak that wreaked havoc
of this country. The Ministry of Health report
also makes some stunning admissions:
• It states that “the high incidence of
dengue fever is directly related to the
high household mosquito index of 45.67”.
This is nine times higher than the 5%
threshold to prevent outbreaks of dengue
and chikungunya set by the WHO.
• Although prevalence data are not available,
we all know that there are as many rats
walking the streets of this country causing
damage to property, food and agriculture
and placing human health and lives at
risk.
d) The Twilight Zone of Mental Health
In 2009, the WHO produced a damning
report on the state of Mental Health Services
in St. Vincent and the Grenadines2. Among
other things, it reported:
2
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http://who.int/mental_health/saint_vincent_
grenadines_who_aims_report.pdf

• None of the patients at the time of the
scrutiny had evidence of a nursing care
plan.

• There is no mental health policy
• No human rights policy or human rights
review body exists

• Risk assessments are not formally undertaken.

• None of the mental health treatment
facilities ever had an external review/
inspection of human rights protection of
patients with mental disorders

• There is no evidence of effective discharge
planning.
• There is no evidence that MHRC effectively
links into primary care.

An EDF Report, 2013 on Mental Health
Services in St. Vincent and the Grenadines
listed the following key issues related
to poor standards of Mental Health
Rehabilitation Centre:

The report concluded that “the mental
health services of St. Vincent and the
Grenadines require urgent reform and
transformation”.

• Shortfall in beds: it should be considered
to be an intolerable situation that typically
forty patients must sleep on a sponge
mattress on a concrete floor, or bedshare, each night.

e) Care of the Elderly: An Urgent Priority
The 2012 Population and Housing Census
indicates that about 9.2% of the residents
of St. Vincent and the Grenadines is above
65 years of age and 6.5% beyond 70 years.
Projections are that these percentages
will more than double by 2050. This is an
important consideration since the aging of
a population holds important challenges
and consequences for a nation’s health,
economic, and social development.

• Lack of privacy for basic bathing and selfcare tasks.
• Lack of recreational space and facilitated
therapeutic activities.
• Custodial culture with little therapeutic
intervention.

As people live longer, they become more
vulnerable to the more chronic forms of
illnesses such as heart disease, stroke,

• Frequent assaults, including serious and
sexual assaults, within the patient population.
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cancer, arthritis, and mental disorders. In
addition, older persons become increasingly
functionally dependent and face challenges
of income security, housing, transportation,
and recreation.
Health and social services for the elderly
are sadly lacking in St. Vincent and the
Grenadines. The Lewis Punnett Home for
the Aged is so poorly maintained and so
inadequately resourced that it is nothing
short of a national disgrace. Don’t take my
word for it, make a visit there and see for
yourself. The non-residential recreational
facilities for the elderly established by the
National Insurance Services at Black Point
and Cane Grove are a step in the right
direction but are a proverbial drop in the
bucket.
St. Vincent and the Grenadines urgently
need a comprehensive package of health
and social services that cater to the
needs of the elderly in the society. Such
services should be organized around
the Ministry of Health and the Ministry of
Social Development primarily, with support
provided by other public and private sector
entities.
3. Reconstructing the Health Sector
It brooks no argument that the health sector of
this country is in serious crisis. Health policies
lack innovation and vision, and the health
delivery system is floundering dangerously. In
addition to the issues highlighted earlier, the
untenable situation is compounded by the
following:
•

Health facilities, including our premier
secondary care institution – the Milton
Cato Memorial Hospital – have been left
to fall into disrepair, and starved of basic
equipment and life-saving drugs and
supplies. They are now more of a liability
than an asset.

•

Overall, falling standards and quality of
care have resulted in a serious erosion of
public confidence. People now only use
the public health services as a last resort.

•

In the Ministry of Health, as in other areas
of government, meritocracy has been
replaced by favouritism, and reward
for performance supplanted by party
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loyalty. It has been a major trigger for the
leadership crisis and falling standards that
now characterize the public health system.
•

Management systems have not been
reorganized to respond to the demands
of a modern health system. So, the
management of the Milton Cato Memorial
Hospital remains stuck in the 20th century,
while community health services are
fragmented and, in some cases, now
redundant.

Transforming the health sector of St. Vincent
and the Grenadines requires a judicious
blend of proactive policies, cutting edge
management, rationalization of services, and
fostering of a culture of accountability within
the system. Such transformation such be
constructed on the following pillars that are
mutually reinforcing:
a) Streamlining the organization and
management of the health sector.
Fundamentally, reforming the health sector
of St. Vincent and the Grenadines requires
modernization of the policy, regulatory and
administrative framework. Such reform
will not only serve to drive the system in
constructive ways, but will also bring St.
Vincent and the Grenadines in line with
regional and international standards and
best practices.
b) Financing the Health Sector.
The most important innovation for financing
the health sector will be the introduction
of National Health Insurance that will
embrace all citizens of St. Vincent and the
Grenadines. The National Health Insurance
will be implemented in tandem with the
National Insurance Services.
c) Ensuring universal access to health
care.
Good public policy demands health care
be accessible and affordable to every
national of St. Vincent and the Grenadines.
A new strategic approach will be to define
a minimum package of essential health
services that the state will undertake to
make available to all citizens. This essential
package will incorporate preventive,
curative
and
rehabilitative
services,
including services for the elderly and
persons with disabilities.

• Regular reporting by members of the health
team to the community on prevailing
health issues. These interventions will not
only keep community members abreast of
health developments but will also provide
opportunity for constructive feedback.

d) Strengthening community health
systems.
All of the major health problems currently
confronting St. Vincent and the Grenadines
may be prevented and controlled through a
well-organized community health systems
approach. The features of this system will
include:

e) Strengthening public/private
partnerships.
It is known that the private sector and
non-governmental organizations play a
substantial role in the delivery of health
care in St. Vincent and the Grenadines. This
strategy will seek to harness the existing
private sector resources while seeking to
expand involvement in critical areas.

• A team approach among all health care
workers operating at the community
level that will involve joint planning,
programming
and
monitoring
and
evaluation. This approach will build
synergy, avoid duplication, and increase
efficiency and effectiveness.
• Engagement of community leaders and
community groups as active partners
rather than passive recipients in the quest
for health. Community members will be
encouraged to become involved in the
identification of health issues/problems,
decision-making
on
solutions,
and
active involvement in implementation of
programmes.
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8. Physical Planning and the Environment
Environmental matters in SVG today are badly managed and largely dependent on
an ad-hoc approach that relies heavily on the Physical Planning and Development
Board, which itself is not up to the task of dealing with these matters in a fair and
equitable fashion.
An NDP government will devise a coherent framework for the management of
national environmental matters. The main component of our action will be the
establishment of an independent Environmental Management Unit (EMU), with
the mandate to oversee all environmental matters in conjunction with the physical
planning board and the health services sector. Environmental legislation will
be reviewed and brought into the 21st century and a culture of environmental
awareness and learning will be fostered throughout the country.

Flood hazard mitigation
The NDP will immediately address the problem
of recurrent flooding at the ETJ airport and in
Kingstown, by implementing a programme
of river-lining and solid waste disposal
management, coupled with appropriate forest
rehabilitation and protection measures.

national parks, especially in areas of unique
and vibrant ecosystems. We shall also propose
three areas for UNESCO World Heritage Site
status which, if conferred, will put us on the
world stage in terms of eco-tourism and the
protection of our natural heritage.

Project planning and
environmental approval
Independent
Environmental
Impact
Assessments (EIAs) will be required for all major
public and private physical developments.
The independent EIAs will be reviewed by the
EMU, in conjunction with the normal physical
planning review process.

Protecting our
Vincy Parrot and other species
We stand committed to ensuring the full and
continuing protection of the Amazona Guildingii
and other species, such as the leatherback
turtle, in accordance with local and international
law. A new NDP government will thoroughly
review the situation surrounding our unique
Vincy Parrot; we will ensure the legal and
physical protection of the parrot’s habitat and
ensure that the only developments approved
within the habitat areas are those necessary for
the management of the protected acreage.

Solid waste management
An NDP government will immediately
review and upgrade the existing solid waste
legislation to reverse the alarming increases
in the populations of rats, flies and mosquitoes
that have inundated the country. A vigourous
vector control programme will be resumed
and combined with a targeted programme
of education and awareness to engage our
citizens in the fight against chikungunya,
dengue, leptospirosis and other pest-borne
diseases.
National Parks and
UNESCO World Heritage Sites
An NDP government will work in conjunction
with relevant stakeholders to designate new

Promoting sustainable
livelihoods in ecotourism
The need to protect certain species and
habitats presents a business opportunity in
eco-tourism and an NDP government will work
with international donor agencies to explore
funding and training for start-up businesses
in turtle, bird and whale watching, which will
attract conservationists and researchers to our
shores.
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9. Crime, National Security and Justice
Crime is an obstacle to peace, joy, happiness and prosperity. Our main resource
is our people and to have them constantly exposed to crime and violence instills
fear, trepidation and despair. Moreover, crime deters investment and impedes
worthwhile efforts to increase growth in both the tourism and agricultural sectors
of the economy. With the rising incidence of attacks carried out against yachtsmen
and with the constant theft of farmers’ produce and livestock there needs to be a
serious and concentrated effort to stem the flow of those dastardly acts that are
being committed with impunity. The ease with which the lives are destroyed by
guns and knives, in many cases as a result of the trade in illicit drugs, highlights the
need for a new approach to combating crime and violence in this country.
The NDP is strongly of the view that in order to
effectively combat crime the emphasis should
be placed on identifying the likely causes of
crime and developing a strategy to remove
those causes. The NDP is also cognizant of
the fact that measures should not only be
put in place to combat crimes committed at
home but also to join with other countries to
prevent terrorists activities committed abroad.
Therefore, we will continue to join in the fight
against international crimes such as terrorism
and its lifeblood, drug trafficking and money
laundering. Recognising the importance of
developing and maintaining an effective
criminal justice system to convict, incarcerate
and rehabilitate convicted offenders the NDP
will:

●• Emphasize the importance of community
policing by increasing the visibility of police
on the beat and by organizing and arranging
training in that aspect of policing;
●• Institute measures that will encourage
regular meetings with the police and
certain communities about the resolution
and reduction of criminal conduct in those
communities;
• Develop a mechanism for informing victims
of crimes on a regular basis about the
status of the police investigation and where
appropriate, the conduct of the criminal
proceedings and the outcome of the case;
●• Improve the criminal law to secure convictions
against persons who deliberately or
recklessly infect others with serious sexually
transmitted diseases such as HIV.;

●• Implement the Spiritual and Social Redemption
Charter as the prime mechanism in the prevention
of crime;
Commission a review of existing research into
the causes of crime followed by research
in SVG to determine which of these causes
are applicable to here. This will inform the
strategies we introduce for combating crime;

●• Promote the establishment and maintenance
of a Caricom criminal records information
system
containing
information
about
convicted criminals to make it easier for the
police authorities in the region to ascertain
whether a person was convicted of a crime
elsewhere;

●• Establish an effective Probation Service which
can monitor and counsel ex-convicts to aid
their rehabilitation into society
●• Collect statistics on rates of recidivism in SVG,
review measures that have proven successful
in reducing the incidence of recidivism,
implement those measures that seem likely
to be effective in SVG, and institute a system
to continually monitor the results;

●• Review the provisions of the Theft of Produce
and Livestock legislation with a view to
introducing measures that will more easily
and speedily apprehend and convict persons
who steal livestock and agricultural produce.;
●• Introduce mandatory prison sentences for
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theft committed against yachtsmen and more
severe prison sentences for sexual offenders.
●• Establish small police out stations in locations
where there is an appreciable level of conflict.
●• Establish a police website providing information
on known criminals and information about
the crime situation throughout the country.
●• Reduce the prison population, by introducing
measures to enable persons convicted of
specific offences to serve their sentences
doing community work in prison uniform.
●• Review the drug trafficking and money
laundering legislation in order to strengthen
the provisions to secure convictions and
increase the number of persons who are
trained to investigate and prosecute whitecollar crimes.
Criminal Justice
An effective and well-resourced criminal
justice system enhances the chances of
securing convictions against those who
commit criminal offences. This system
involves the police, the Director of Public
Prosecutions, lawyers, the courts, magistrates,
judges and the penal system. It is therefore
of paramount importance that those persons
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and institutions mentioned are appropriately
equipped to deal with reported crimes in
order to ensure that the guilty are convicted
and the innocent are set free. But most
importantly they ensure the maintenance of
law and order and the preservation of the
rights and freedoms of Vincentians. The NDP
takes the maintenance of those rights and
freedoms very seriously and will introduce
measures that will strengthen the criminal
justice system. This will be effected by:
• Conducting a comprehensive review of the
laws of St. Vincent and the Grenadines;
• Introducing measures that will simplify and
improve access to justice;
• Increasing the number of magistrates;
• Revising the laws to increase the sentencing
options that are available to magistrates and
judges;
• Expanding the High Court and improving its
facilities;
• Upgrading the forensic lab in order to expedite
the prosecution of offences and to reduce the
number of cases that are outstanding;

•● Identifying communities in which new police
stations will be constructed, e.g. Belair;

●• Reviewing the remuneration and method
of promotion of police officers in order to
ensure that promotion and remuneration are
primarily based on merit;

●• Reintroducing the Police Cadet Service to
provide young persons with an avenue into
the Police Force;

●• Reviewing the Police Legislation to bring it
up to date with the requirements for modern
policing;

We will also seek resources to provide the
following initiatives:

●• Arranging for extensive training of police
and prison officers especially in the field of
information technology;

●• The requisite manpower and technical
resources to ensure that the Coastguard
can effectively monitor our territorial zones;

●• Establishing a Civilian Police Complaint
Commission to receive complaints against
police officers from both civilians and fellow
police officer;

●• An independent Fire Service with substations
throughout the country, inclusive of the
Campden Park Industrial Estate and the
Grenadines;

•● Establishing a Young Persons Rehabilitation
Centre for non-violent young first time
offenders and for juvenile delinquents;

•● A system of Performance Appraisal in the
Police and Coast Guard Services;
●• A Police Driving School with Basic and
Advanced Proficiency Programme;

●• Introducing
a
rigorous
Rehabilitation
Programme that will be designed to improve
the lives of inmates after they have left the
prisons and reduce the chances of them
becoming recidivists;

●• A First Response Unit comprising persons
from the SSU, Cadet Force, Coast Guard,
Red Cross, NEMO, Ministry of Transport and
Works, CWSA, VINLEC, LIME and DIGICEL.

●• Reviewing the remuneration of prison officers
and the promotion system to ensure that their
career growth is dependent on performance
and achievement;
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10. Education
The much-vaunted “education revolution” was simply an empty slogan applied
to an OECS-wide, strategic approach to education, but the present government’s
implementation has failed to remedy the underlying social factors that prevent so
many of our children from performing at their best. Refurbished and new schools,
more teachers, more scholarships while necessary, will not remove the underlying
inequalities if we fail to understand that children do not all learn in the same way,
and that there are also factors in the families and social conditions of students
that lead to some students, including some gifted students, falling behind their
peers. The NDP aims to tackle these problems through continuous assessment of
students and several forms of assistance where needs are identified.

We do not have a system for assessing
students in order to identify those who may be
falling behind their peers; and we do not have
a targeted programme of remedial education
for children who are so identified. In addition
many of our classes are not small enough
for teachers to be able to give personalized
attention to those falling behind. This means
that too many of our students continue to fail to
reap the full benefits of the education system.
When we have a 16 year old still in Form 3 of
a secondary school, something went seriously
wrong with that student’s primary and/or preschool education, a problem that it is difficult to
correct at the secondary level.

in remedial education for teachers with the
initial aim of having at least one teacher with
each of these skills in every school. This cadre
of trained teachers will then be employed to
train others.
• Free evening classes are available so that
individuals within the community who need to
upgrade themselves academically and in the
acquisition of employable skills are enabled
to do so.
• The current Institutes of Technology are
upgraded and annexed to the Division of
Technical Education of the St Vincent and
the Grenadines Community College and
programmes of that division are offered to
members of the community on evenings.

The NDP’s goal is to ensure that:
• Every student entering Grade K is
professionally assessed in order to facilitate
early diagnosis of issues which may affect the
student’s learning. Similar and appropriate
tests will be conducted at strategic Grades in
order to monitor students’ progress.
• Relevant
remedial
programmes
are
implemented in order to address the
problems of literacy and numeracy before
students enter secondary school. In order to
implement these two key programmes we
will begin by reviewing the past training of
all our educators to see if we have sufficient
qualified people to start this assessment
programme and remedial education. If we do
not have these skills in SVG then shall seek
to develop, with the assistance of aid donors,
a programme of training in assessment and

• The SVG Community College is enabled to
establish and relevant Outreach Programmes
in rural communities.
• The entire school curriculum is revised and
broadened to ensure that every student
is exposed to Agricultural Science and
Information and Communications Technology.
These two subjects should become part of
the core curriculum
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• We work with the University of the West
Indies to enable the SVG Community College
to be accepted as an approved tertiary level
institution, so that the College’s Associate
Degrees will be accepted as satisfying the
University’s entrance requirements, and,
in specific cases approved by faculties,

for credit/exemption in respect of Level II
courses.
We shall also:
•● Provide assistance to children in need for
the purchase of uniforms, books, meals,
transportation etc.
●• Open community centres after school and
mobilize community volunteers to give
children whose homes are crowded and/or
who have parents who work irregular hours, a
space where they can be supervised as they
do their homework, and where they can also
get whatever guidance they may need.
●• Improve the quality of rural schools so that
children do not need to travel long distances
to access quality education.
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• Establish a high school on Canouan.
•● In the short term, review and refinance the
book loan scheme to ensure that children
receive the textbooks that they need.
●• In the long term, explore with book publishers
the possibilities of online publishing whereby
children can have their textbooks on their
laptops.
●• Work with organizations that currently
educate children with physical disabilities
to develop and expand facilities such as
wheelchair ramps, the provision of braille
reading material and/or recorded textbooks
in schools so that more students with physical
disabilities can be educated with their more
able peers.

The Youth
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11. The Youth
The dawn of the 21st century should have been a time of great expectations for
this country’s youth. But their reality over the past 14 years has been anything
but. Misguided and ineffective policies pursued by the current government have
damaged the economic prospects of the country and have provided not a field of
dreams, but a stark landscape of rising unemployment, hopelessness and apathy
among our young people.
The New Democratic Party has a better way. We see the talent and energy of the
country’s youth as pivotal in the effort to move our beloved country forward. In
diverse areas across the board, the new NDP government will provide the youth
with the opportunities, support and facilities they need to succeed and to help
build a new SVG.
We will:
Increase and diversify the scholarship
programme (more scholarships in more
places)
The existing scholarship programme will
be improved to offer a wider variety of
opportunities for young people to access
higher education in properly accredited
universities and colleges worldwide. Diverse
scholarships will be sourced to encourage
persons into non-traditional education
including opportunities for young people in
culture, music and sports.
Design and implement non-academic
incentive programs for youth
The NDP believes that young people in
St Vincent and the Grenadines must be
encouraged to believe in their own self-worth.
With this in mind the new NDP government
will organize targeted incentive programs to
encourage our youth in the many areas of
non-academic achievements.
Implement and promote a wide-ranging suite
of awards for youth achievement
An NDP government will encourage youth
achievement in all areas by promoting a
wide-ranging suite of national, regional and
international awards that will inspire and
motivate our youth. These will include:
• The National Environmental Youth Award:
a new national program that will recognize
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young people across SVG for projects
and activities that demonstrate their
commitment to the environment;
• Youth Minister’s Positive Image Awards: a
new program that will be run by the minister
responsible for youth, to recognize the
many young people in SVG who are working
towards promoting a more positive image
of young people within their schools and
communities;
• The International Award for Youth: an
internationally-sponsored award for young
people between the ages of 14 to 25 years;
• Wavemakers: a programme to be administered
through the Youth Department will celebrate
the innovative and creative excellence of young
people who have done something fantastic to
change their lives and the lives of others.
Work to rehabilitate and reintegrate young
offenders to society
An unfortunate mistake made by a young
person should not be a life sentence that
condemns him or her to hopelessness. Under
a new program to be developed by the NDP
government, young offenders will be offered
second chances through targeted programs of
technical and vocational training, counselling
and rehabilitation.

Set up a Youth Parliament
The new NDP government will encourage and
support the formation of a youth parliament
where young people with an interest in
politics can develop their understanding of
the practice and methods of the parliamentary
system.

Tackle the problem of
street children at the source
The new NDP government will work to
improve the ability of the Social Welfare,
Liberty Lodge and Family Court systems to
identify and intervene to assist children and
youth who are at risk, before their situations
become hopeless.

Set up mentorship programs for youth
The mentorship and career guidance
programme will be re-established with a view
to bonding university students to giving back
to all secondary schools upon completion of
their studies, by way of lectures, mentoring
and other tangible ways of contributing to the
education of young students.

Provide increased support for youth through
the Social and Spiritual Redemption Charter
Through the Charter, every properlyconstituted youth organisation (Girl Guides,
Boys Brigade, etc) will be given financial and
other material support and will be able to be
more effective at diverting the energies of
youth into productive areas.

Encourage annual, youth-inspired,
arts and culture events
Annual events such as a Vincy poets festival, a
hip-hop dance competition, and a dancehall/
soca/calypso rap battle will be some of the
new features of the youth-driven cultural
scene under a new NDP government.

Set up youth committees
attached to each ministry
The NDP will spearhead the formation of
youth committees to be attached to each
ministry.
These committees will be the
human interface for the two-way exchange
of information between the ministry and the
youth and will ensure that the ideas, opinions
and viewpoints of our young people are
incorporated to policy-making.
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12. Sports
Decades ago, St. Vincent and the Grenadines had established itself as a force to
be reckoned with in sports. We were regionally- and world-rated in football and in
netball. We were producing West Indies team cricketers. We were sending track and
field athletes out in increasing numbers on athletic scholarships and to international
competitions. However, over the past 10 or so years, our standing has declined
drastically, as a result of neglect and lack of a proper vision for sports development.
This is evident in the steady deterioration of playing facilities across the length and
breadth of SVG, and the fading away of interest in various form of organized sporting
events.
The New Democratic Party recognizes the importance of sports to our athletes, our
people and our country and we further recognize that early achievements in sport are
a means for some to achieve higher education and better livelihoods. Therefore the
NDP will, immediately upon taking office, work relentlessly to ensure that sports has a
place of prominence on the development agenda.
We will:
In addition, we will develop two pilot projects
to convert the surfaces of two playing fields into
artificial surfaces, particularly in areas where grass
does not grow properly.

Reorganize the National Sport Council
The National Sport Council has become something
of a political football much to the detriment of the
national sport development process. In addition,
the NSC has been narrowly focused on cricket in
recent years. A new NDP government will convene
a special committee to redesign and redevelop the
organization and diversify its focus, ensuring that
the NSC is managed by appropriately qualified
personnel who will lead and work in the interest of
all stakeholders.

Build a National Stadium
For almost 14 years the government of the day
has promised to deliver a National Stadium – but
the mere fact that after all this time, they cannot
even find the boundaries of the national stadium
site, is testimony to their complete lack of interest.
We are committed to the construction of a national
stadium and will immediately establish a National
Stadium Planning Committee which will work with
the ministry of sports to facilitate the construction
of the stadium.

Implement a framework for upgrading and
management of sports facilities at constituency
and community level
An NDP government will implement a Service,
Opportunity and Support (SOS) framework with
immediate effect, which will ensure that sporting
facilities are upgraded to accommodate their
respective sporting disciplines.
Community
Sport Councils must be developed and sustained
eagerly taking ownership of the maintenance
of the established facilities and supporting the
programmes for physical activity and sport in
their respective communities. In addition, we
will develop at least one playing field in each
constituency to the extent that it can accommodate
regionally organized sports; these facilities will be
fully lit and will have stands and changing facilities.

Build a National Indoor Sports Complex
An NDP government will construct a national
indoor sports complex, floored with special sport
flooring materials, to accommodate sports such as
basketball, volleyball, netball, tennis and squash.
Provide sport scholarships
An NDP government will make sports scholarships
available to athletes who excel in their respective
sporting discipline, to attend secondary school,
college or university.
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Ensure proper funding of sports in SVG for
training and associated activities
A fixed percentage of funds from the National
Lotteries Authority will be made available for
sports development in SVG and funding will be
provided to properly-constituted national sporting
organizations coordinated through the ministry of
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sport, via an annual subvention. Funding will be
available for training referees, umpires and other
sports resource persons.

Culture
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13. Culture
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines has many cultural traditions which ought to be
encouraged to expand into marketable products as attractions for visitors and as
income generating activities for our citizens. However, it is noticeable that when
visitors arrive from cruise ships, for example, most wander aimlessly around the
town. A few will take a coach tour, but other than that there are really no other
attractions. Some visitors come for a specific event, carnival or a yachting regatta.
When they do we need ancillary activities in which they can participate and local,
unique products which they can purchase. Crafts, art, food, music, dance all can
provide enjoyment and entertainment for our visitors; but we have to develop all
aspects of our culture, and produce a well-organized package that is attractive to
our citizens and visitors alike. This the NDP aims to achieve.

An NDP Government will:
●• Take politics out of culture. The best and
most innovative Vincentians must be able
to participate in the creation of a viable
sustainable cultural industry which can
aid our development as a people as well
as usefully contribute to our country’s
economy.
●• Revive the National Cultural Foundation
(NCF) and make it once more the umbrella
body and coordinator of all cultural activity
nationally. The NCF through its work with
community based groups and other cultural
entities will be responsible for encouraging
the expression of our indigenous culture.
•● Build A NATIONAL CULTURAL CENTRE.
This Centre will be the hub from which
our performing and graphic artists will
be encouraged to grow and develop. It
will incorporate a well designed, equipped
and acoustically sound Performing Arts
Facility. And it will include a School of
Music to accommodate the demands of
Music Theory and Practice, Instrumental
Training, formal Voice Training, assistance
to modern popular music, Classical training,
the Gospel artistes, Calypsonians, etc. We
will aim to create a National Youth Orchestra
from that nucleus. Our graphic artisits will
be enabled to showcase their talents in the
decoration of the public spaces as well as in
the creation of sets and backdrops for all
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types of cultural performances. A National
Cultural centre will also provide spaces to
house exhibitions of our artists’ work.
●• Refurbish targeted Resource and Community
Centres to include a space for Music, Dance
and Community Theatre in various villages
and towns.
●• Revive our National Biennial Music Festival,
and revitalize and expand poetry, dance
and drama festivals to cater for both young
people and adults.
●• Encourage dance programmes in schools at
the Primary and Secondary Levels, support
the efforts of independent teachers of
dance and enable our talented dancers
to continue to tertiary level and degree
level programmes through the provision of
scholarships and bursaries.
•● Provide support for cultural programmes at
a village level which seek to reinforce our
values and our indigenous culture.
•● Revitalize community spirit by reintroducing
BEST VILLAGE and BEST SCHOOL annual
competitions. This will again add to the
possibility of exposure for our culture
practitioners across the country.
●• Revitalize CARNIVAL and market and
promote other festivals. The NDP will
support and encourage active participation

that our artists and performers are properly
rewarded for their talents and skills. To this
end we will enforce existing legislation that
protects their interests, and SVG becomes a
signatory of any international treaties, such
as the Rome Convention for the Protection
of Performers, Producers of Phonograms
and Broadcast Organisations, and the
WPPT WIPOO Performers and Phonograms
Treaty, that give scope for development and
protection of the sector at a regional and
international level.

in our nation’s festivals including Gospel,
Jazz/Blues and Carnival. Carnival in
particular needs the infusion of new ideas
and a revamped marketing strategy. The
management of Carnival will be subsumed
under the National Cultural Foundation
which will function to create an enabling
environment for creativity without tight
government censorship and control.
●• Support the expansion of culinary arts
competitions, exhibitions, fairs and training
programmes to encourage older community
heads to pass on their skills and techniques
to a younger generation. Exhibitions and
fairs will be linked to cruise ship arrivals and
other festivals In this way we can expand
the the range of attractions.for visitors while
at the same time providing opportunities for
income generation locally.

●• Create an IP Enforcement Branch of the
Police Force with trained police officers, and
lawyers whose sole responsibility will be to
handle IP related issues of infringement,
enforcement and issues related.
●• Implement properly accredited Visual Arts
and Design programmes in collaboration
with the Ministry of Education, The Caribbean
Examinations Council and the University of
the West Indies, and introduce a visual arts
element in the syllabus for trainee teachers.

•● Assist in and facilitate the reorganisation of
the Youlou Pan Movement which could then
benefit from the opportunities available
under EPA.

●• Encourage our artists to expand their
skills into technology based fields such as
computer animation, computer games and
graphic design.

●• Assist the Calypso Association with finding
a home and with becoming self sustaining
and a support system for its members.
●• Create an annual calendar of events which
will form part of the Tourism strategy
for marketing to visitors regionally and
internationally.

●• Implement
and/or
continue
the
implementation of the SVG Policy Framework
and Development Strategy for Cultural and
Creative Industry Development.

●• Encourage Ministers responsible Culture,
Trade and Tourism to work together with
all stakeholders, to ensure that our culture
practitioners are able to benefit from the EPA
Agreements, Trade and Tourism Expositions
to ensure the promotion of our country, its
culture and its people.

●• Provide fiscal incentives to encourage
the private sector investment in the
music industry, carnival, and in cultural
performances.
●• Complete Legislation to award National
Honours. The NDP had, in the past developed
a system of local national honours, and a
Bill, providing for the declaration of National
Heroes and the style and designation
of the appropriate award, had its first
reading in Parliament. The NDP will revisit
this legislation to ensure the recognition
of exemplary contributions made to the
development of our society by its citizens.

●• Fully support all initiatives taken to ensure

●• Support NGOs, working in collaboration
with the Ministry of Culture, in recording oral
histories of all aspects of life in Saint Vincent
and the Grenadines as remembered by our
elders.
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14. Family and Women’s Issues
There are several challenges facing our society in general, and women and young
families in particular, that have not been addressed during the past fifteen years.
These include the increasing violence in our society and of sexual assaults suffered
by women and children, difficulties in the working environment and inadequate
care facilities for young children of working mothers.
The New Democratic Party has historically recognized the major contribution of
Women in the workplace, in the home and in our society, and we have sought to
empower women so that they can find personal satisfaction in their many roles,
as they contribute to the development of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines. In
2015 we need to address the many impediments that still stand in the way of our
reaching this goal.
In order to support and empower our women
and strengthen our families, the NDP will:

in family situations and among the youth.
●• Support the Welfare Service so that it can
better address the needs of vulnerable
women and children

●• Create a SPECIAL VICTIMS BRANCH in the
Police force, staffed with female and male
police officers trained to handle reports
of sexual offences, domestic violence and
offences against children.. This unit will also
have counselors who will assist victims and
work with medical personnel to ensure that
all necessary medical evidence is collected
for the prosecution of the perpetrators.
The SPECIAL VICTIMS BRANCH will also
undertake public education in collaboration
with the welfare department, legal fraternity
and NGOs.

●• Restructure and improve the Foster Care
System.
●• Support community projects that include
continuing education and skills training,
especially those targeting young parents.
●• Engage with single mothers, and especially
single mothers who are farmers, to address
issues that are specific to them as a group.

●• Support the Human Trafficking Department
of the Police Force to enable it to continue
to improve its outreach and education in the
community.

●• Provide incentives for employers whose
working hours create challenges to the
safety of women traveling to and from work,
to address these issues.

●• Ensure that the training of all police recruits
includes sensitization in the conduct
of
investigations in relation to Human
Trafficking, Sexual Offences and Domestic
Violence

●• Partner with NGOs to offer hotline services
and support for women, children and young
people who are at risk;
●• Continue to permit young mothers to reenter the classroom to continue their
education.

●• Expand the scope of the Family Court
to encourage Mediation and Alternative
Dispute Resolution and Conflict Resolution
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●• Encourage continuing parental education
for young parents of both sexes.
OUR ELDERLY CITIZENS
In order to meet the needs of our elders the
NDP as a government will:

●• Implement training for those workers who
provide home care for the elderly.
●• Support NGOs in organizing a St Vincent
and the Grenadines Association for Retired
Persons (SVGARP) which will lobby for
healthcare insurance specific to retirees,
and for discounted prices on medication
and medical aids at all outlets throughout
the country.
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●• Support the Doctor at Your Door Programme
to provide home visits by medical
practitioners and community healthcare
providers.
The NDP understands that issues of
gender and the equality of women and
the challenges facing our families require
ongoing discussion at all levels. We undertake
to have these discussions and engage with
the relevant organizations locally, regionally,
internationally, through all forms of media so
that we can better address the challenges
that confront all Vincentians as we strive to
improve our lives.

Housing
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15. Housing
The right to housing is universally recognized as a basic human right – and the
NDP, during 1984 to 2001, delivered on this by championing a true property-owning
democracy in SVG. Those gains have been lost under the present government,
whose much-vaunted housing programme is in fact a shaky structure built on
inadequate foundations. The ministry responsible for housing, in conjunction with
the Housing and Land Development Corporation (HLDC), has been short-changing
the very people they were supposed to be helping; a situation which has culminated
in the recent and unfortunate disaster at Clare Valley and the ongoing fiasco at
Green Hill.
An NDP government will fix this. We will re-organise the HLDC and remove the
suffocating political influence and the corrosive cronyism and ineptitude that have
corrupted the system and we will deliver vital and appropriate housing assistance
and services to the people who most need the assistance. We will:
1. Remove VAT on Rabacca
sand and aggregates
Rabacca sand is a basic ingredient in the
production of concrete blocks as well as in
home construction. To encourage more selfhelp in home building, an NDP government
will remove the VAT on this item, as well as
on other sands used in construction.
2. Introduce a new, interest-free,
low income housing program
The housing that is now touted as low-income
is not low income, because homeowners
are required to pay interest charges, which
add up to a heavy financial burden. An NDP
government will provide housing which
will be priced as the construction cost of
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the house plus a fixed administration fee,
which total the homeowner will pay, without
interest, in monthly instalments. In addition,
homeowners will retain the right to make
modifications to the purchased dwelling.
3. Install basic infrastructure in informal
settlements and regularise the tenure
There are many housing settlements in SVG
where residents endure a daily struggle with
poor access roads, no electricity and limited
water supplies. An NDP government will
explore ways to regularize the provision of
these basic services in informal settlements
and help residents to acquire title to the
lands that they have lived on for years.

Energy
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16. Energy
Since the Cumberland hydroelectricity system was commissioned in 1987, there
has been no major new sustainable energy project implemented in St Vincent and
the Grenadines. As a result, our country’s dependence on imported petroleum
products has significantly increased and electricity bills have skyrocketed.
The NDP’s approach will put energy sustainability at front and center of the national
energy equation, which will translate into reduced foreign exchange outflows,
lower real energy prices and improved competitiveness of the private sector.
St. Vincent & The Grenadines has long
benefited from renewable energy in its national
energy balance, in the form of hydro power.
Hydroelectric power plants commissioned
in the 1950s, 60s and 80s contributed to the
economic growth of the country while keeping
electricity bills low. Over the past 14 years
however, the development of a vision for a
sustainable energy future for our country has
been neglected and no significant national
investment has been made in renewable
energy.
Consequently, the trends are all heading in the
wrong direction: our country’s dependence
on expensive, imported petroleum products
is increasing, electricity prices practically
doubled during the past fifteen years and our
energy security is threatened.
The geothermal energy project that the
government has recently announced has
not been designed in the best interest of the
Vincentian public. If this project continues
in its present form, the bulk of the benefits
will be reaped by the foreign investors, who
already appear to have a 75% stake in the
enterprise; Vincentians will get the leftovers.
The New Democratic Party will reverse this
neglectful and incorrect approach to the
development of the energy sector. An NDP
government will deliver a focused, actionoriented programme of development of our
indigenous energy sources, with emphasis on
maximizing the long-term benefit to Vincentian
society. We will focus on geothermal, hydro,
solar and wind energy, as well as energy
efficiency – the efficient utilisation of all of our
energy, whatever the source.
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Hydroelectricity
Within recent years it has been established
that suitable hydro resources remain available
for development on mainland St Vincent. A
new NDP administration will ensure that
these identified resources are reviewed, with
a view to maximizing the economically viable
utilization of the country’s hydro resources.
Geothermal Energy
An NDP government will immediately set up a
geothermal project management unit (GPMU)
within the ministry responsible for energy, to
pursue a coherent, focused agenda for the
exploration and development of our country’s
geothermal energy resources. The GPMU’s
first task will be to participate in a review, led by
an international geothermal energy expert, of
the arrangements on the existing geothermal
energy project, with a view to maximizing the
long-term benefits of geothermal energy to
Vincentian society.
The GPMU shall also coordinate the work of
appropriate entities to explore and determine
the nature and extent of our geothermal
resources. The necessary drilling for
geothermal steam will be financed by grants
and local counterpart funds (instead of by
private companies), which will ensure that
St Vincent & The Grenadines has maximum
ownership and leverage when subsequent
negotiations are taking place for the
construction and operation of a power plant
and the final price of electricity to consumers.
Consequent on the above review, plans will be
put in place to develop 10 MW of geothermal
baseload power capacity on the mainland

in the first instance, and to expand that over
the medium to long term. The installed
capacity will dramatically reduce foreign
exchange expenditure on imported fossil
fuels, drastically cut national greenhouse gas
emissions and, eventually, virtually eliminate
the fuel surcharge from customers’ electricity
bills.

low-interest funding, available for on-lending for
private solar energy development.
Wind Energy
Wind measurements in SVG have already
indicated that wind is a readily-available energy
resource. However, it seems that previouslyidentified wind energy sites on mainland St.
Vincent are now no longer available due to
their proximity to the airport site at Argyle. The
new NDP government will study, using regional
best-practices as a model, the options for the
development of wind energy on St Vincent and
in the Grenadines.

Solar Energy
The present government, through VINLEC,
is following an inefficient approach to solar
photovoltaics (PV) development, which does not
optimize the overall development of renewable
energy in the country and does not provide
sufficient incentive for private consumers to
invest in PV. This sub-optimal approach will be
discontinued in favour of a policy approach that
puts the strategic maximization of renewable
energy at the center of the picture and will
incentivize local private sector involvement.

Energy Efficiency
Whatever the source of our energy, it needs to
be used more efficiently. The NDP’s vision is to
move the nation towards adopting a culture of
energy efficiency. This will be led by example
from government level and will involve a
comprehensive programme targeted at the
transport, household, business and government
sectors.

Low-income households will not be left out:
the new NDP government will partner with an
established enterprise to provide small, selfcontained PV electricity systems that can provide
basic lighting and phone charging.

Electrical Interconnection of our Island Grids
To improve the efficiency in the provision of
energy on a multi-island state such as ours, The
NDP will work through VINLEC to undertake a
technical and economic feasibility study of the
development of an interconnected national
power grid, which will ultimately be 80% powered
by renewable energy.

The use of solar energy for water heating will be
expanded through the application of a coherent
programme of tax and financial incentives to
homeowners, hotels, businesses and institutions.
Hotels, businesses and households will be able
to apply for tax write-offs on the purchase of solar
water heaters in the year of acquisition, and local
lending institutions will be facilitated to access
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Infrastructure
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17. Infrastructure
The present state of the Public Sector Investment Program (PSIP) in St Vincent and
the Grenadines is a shadow of what it was under the previous New Democratic
Party administration. It is an open secret that this administration has difficulty in
implementing even basic projects – and has had to return grant monies to donors
because of the mismanagement of project planning and implementation. In addition,
the national tenders board is bypassed with impunity and the implementation of
public sector projects is completely politicized – with sometimes disastrous results.
A New Democratic Party government will return fairness and best practice to the
implementation of capital projects; repair and construct all roadways with dispatch
and professionalism; commission a comprehensive traffic management study to
determine what needs to be done to improve traffic flows throughout the country;
redevelop and repair the major ports on a phased basis, with emphasis on those
in greatest need of restoration, and will strengthen the Tenders Board and allow it
to perform in a manner that will optimise return on investment and service to the
population.
capital projects. Efficient project management
will result in the saving of huge sums currently
lost to time and budget over runs. Competent
experienced nationals will form this team that
will oversee all major Public Projects.

Roads and Traffic Management
The Roads Division will be restructured and
decentralised to enable the division to monitor
the efficiency of road programmes.
• Renewed emphasis will be placed on
building and maintaining drains to reduce
the erosion of road surfaces;

Irrigation
The rebuilding of the gravity fed irrigation
systems to service the arable lands on the
North Windward side of the island will be
given priority.

• Hot mix will be produced on a competitive
basis to ensure availability and cost
efficiency;

Disaster Management and NEMO
• Within recent years, The National Emergency
Management Organization (NEMO) has
become a highly politicized organisation that
is simply focused on reacting after the fact.
This is a backward state of affairs. The proactive reduction of the impact of disaster
risk, before the fact, (ie: preparedness in all
its forms) must be the proper focus of NEMO
and this focus will be reinstated under a
new NDP government. NEMO will properly
coordinate with the design and maintenance
units in the Ministry of Works to ensure that
its functions are applied across the board;

• We will commission a comprehensive
Traffic Management Survey and use its
recommendations to determine whether
and where by-pass and/or link roads should
be constructed, and where traffic lights and/
or any other traffic management devices are
needed on our roads.
This approach to road repair and construction
will result in better traffic flows, reduced travel
time and will open up areas for development.
Project Management and Coordination Unit
We will re-establish a Project Management
and Coordination Unit (PMCU), since this is
essential for the efficient implementation of

• The forestry division will play a key role in
disaster preparedness, to ensure that inland
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watersheds and rivers are not blocked by
old storm debris that will be hazardous in a
new storm event;
• Post disaster units devoid of partisan politics
will be established in each district;
• We will encourage close collaboration
between NEMO and GIS to ensure that
information on all major hazards is available in
a timely manner;
• The new NEMO will embrace the 21st century
in its communications and in its ability to
reach the youth with its vital message.
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Sea Ports
There has been a dismal neglect of the
maintenance and upgrading of all the major
ports, to the point where the Kingstown
port in particular is severely threatened. A
comprehensive analysis will immediately be
undertaken of all existing port facilities, with a
view to instituting a program of rehabilitation,
enhancement and replacement where
necessary.

Argyle
International
Airport
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Argyle International Airport
It is now clear that the undertaking to build an
international airport at Argyle – the largestever capital undertaking in this country’s
history – has been completely mismanaged
by the present government. The government’s
original schedule was to have the project
completed and the airport in operation by 2011.
But, from its inception, the undertaking was
poorly planned; sufficient funding never existed
to cover the cost of the construction and its
implementation was badly organized and
shoddily executed. As a result of these critical
shortcomings, a project that should have taken
3 years to complete is now approaching its 8th
year and its cost has ballooned from EC$482
million to more than EC$700 million (according
to the official pronouncements, which is surely
an understated figure). In fact, Vincentians do
not know the true cost of the project to date,
because no financial statements relating to the
undertaking have ever been submitted to the
Parliament.
What is worse, the present government has
consistently attempted to mislead the people of
this nation about the cost and the status of this
project - and is still doing so. The simple fact is
that, contrary to the promises being made, the
Argyle International Airport project is not going
to be completed and operational anytime soon.
But the new NDP government will complete
the Argyle International Airport and will put
it into operation. To do so, we will follow a
phased, structured process to ensure that the
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project is completed in accordance with proper
engineering and environmental practice and
that it will meet the international requirements
for its certification.
The first step in ensuring this will be to
undertake a thorough engineering and financial
review of the project, to determine the status
of the existing engineering design; the as-built
construction; the relevant engineering issues;
actual costs incurred to date; the existing financial
arrangements and the projected technical and
financial requirements to complete the project.
This review will be carried out by credible and
independent experts.
Second, based on the findings of the review,
a master plan for financing, engineering,
project management and operations will be
developed. This plan will be implemented
with the assistance of international partners
and the airport will be put into operation at the
appropriate time.
The nation now realizes that the present
government set out on this massive undertaking
without the necessary resources or capability
to complete it. We do not underestimate
the time and resources that will be needed
to fix this project. The large amount of work
that must be done to get the project back on
track and complete it in an organized fashion
will not happen overnight – but the new NDP
government will be up to the challenge.

Public Sector
Reform
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18. Public Sector Reform
The 6,000 civil servants in addition to the staff of statutory bodies and
government-owned companies are responsible for the management and effective
implementation of all government policies. The combined salaries and other
emoluments of the Civil Service is the single largest item in the national budget. It
represents over 50% of the recurrent budget and when it includes the employer’s
NIS contributions, stands close to 60% of the recurrent budget.

The importance of this sector to the
development process in our country cannot
be overestimated.
Government must therefore ensure that the
Service functions effectively, recognizing that
it is a sine qua non to effective government.
Successful performance requires a cessation
of the practice of employment and promotion
by party affiliation, which is prevalent under
the current administration.

5.

Close those statutory corporations
which are either unprodfitable or carry
out functions that are better performed
by the private sector.

6.

Eliminate corruption in the issuance of
government contracts, and review all
such existing contracts.

7.

Decentralize
some
administrative
functions of government e.g. the
issuance of birth, death and marriage
certificates in the Grenadines and rural
areas.

8.

Review tenders board procedures to
ensure transparency.

9.

Institute a complaints procedure for the
public so as to minimize victimization
and increase public service efficiency.

Therefore the NDP will:
1.

2.

Reintroduce and enforce the practice
of promotion and appointment upon
merit solely.
Consult with the Civil Service and
its unions in order to enhance the
regulatory framework of the public
service.

3.

Provide for greater autonomy for those
in management positions.

4.

Re-examine
the
performance
of
statutory bodies and governmentowned companies with a view to
making them more efficient and thereby
reducing their financial burden on the
public budget and the economy.
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10. Institute and enforce a code of conduct
at all levels of the public service that
provides for a protocol on reporting
sexual harassment in the workplace.

The Diaspora

Photograph by Marcia Kirton
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19. The Diaspora
In the not so distant past, our diaspora, which numbers over one hundred thousand
persons in the United States alone, was largely defined by the quantum of
remittances to families in St Vincent, which contributed greatly to our economy.
Today, new technologies have brought our diaspora much closer to home.
Vincentians living overseas engage daily in our current local issues; on radio
programs live-steamed on the internet and on social media, and even events
happening in places like Brooklyn and Toronto are being advertised here on our
local radio stations. With this new, easy accessibility, we in the New Democratic
Party see a consequent new role for our embassies and missions abroad, which can
no longer be limited to consular affairs.

To fulfil this new role, we will:
Create a new ministerial profile
for diaspora matters
A new NDP Government will constitute a
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Diaspora,
in order to give firm recognition to the new
reality of the importance and profile of
diaspora matters. We will create and work
with a permanent consultative body with
diaspora representatives drawn from the USA,
UK and Canada along with local individuals,
to address current problems at home and
abroad.
Create a new and expanded role for our
overseas missions
An NDP government will change the role and
staffing of our missions to go beyond the
typical consular issues. Missions will include
a business section, suitably staffed by trade
and investment officers, some of whom
already work in the public service at home,
to facilitate diaspora-focused trade and
investment. Particular attention will be paid
to attracting investment in Information and
Communications Technology. The new role
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will include the promotion of trade between
businesses in the diaspora that can offer
goods and services to us here in SVG and to
introduce and expose investors in SVG and the
Grenadines, particularly those in agricultural
commodities, agro-processing and fisheries,
to specialty markets in the US, Canada and
Britain. We will ensure that the mandate of
the existing Invest SVG includes a very close
cooperation with the business sections of the
missions, to facilitate the attraction of foreign
investment generally. The mandates of the
missions will also be expanded to include the
facilitation of cultural exchange, sports and
training opportunities for our young citizens.
Renew our focus on the European Economic
Partnership Agreement (EPA)
In particular the mission in the UK will pay
special attention to the economic partnership
agreements signed between Europe and St
Vincent and the Grenadines, with particular
emphasis on delivering, to the European
market, products from our musicians and
other cultural practitioners.

The Garifuna
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20. Foreign Affairs
We recognize the importance of our role as a responsible State in the international
community. We will therefore promote and encourage the maintenance of
democratic principles and good governance (i.e transparency, accountability
and respect for human rights). We will feverishly seek to maintain and establish
links with States, international organizations, multilateral corporations and other
regional and international bodies for the promotion of peace and stability among
nations and the welfare interests of the people of St. Vincent and the Grenadines.
To this end we will

1.

Actively support and participate in the
growth and advancement of economic
integration in Caricom and the OECS and
encourage where necessary other regional
bodies that promote good governance
and preserve our traditional democratic
principles.

2.

Establish close ties with the Garifuna
Community Worldwide with special
attention being paid to deepening and
broadening relations with the descendants
of the Garifuna people who were banished
from St. Vincent to Roatan Island.

3.

Implement regional and international
agreements that impact on National
Security and impose any heavy financial
burdens on tax payers after parliamentary
debate and consultation with relevant
interest groups where appropriate.

4.

Ensure that our bilateral and multilateral
arrangements
will
be
subject
to
parliamentary scrutiny and where necessary
authorization.

5.

Diligently review and actively pursue the
provisions of the Economic Partnership
Agreement with the European Union in
order to secure the benefits associated with
the trade in goods and services.

6.

Broaden and deepen diplomatic relations
with existing countries and seek diplomatic
ties with other countries on the basis of
respect for human rights and the recognition
of participatory democracy.
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7.

Support and encourage the peaceful
resolution of international conflicts and
diligently participate in the fight against
terrorism and money laundering.

8.

Ensure that the services provided by our
country’s foreign offices are consistent with
national policy requirements

9.

Reform the operations and functions of
our country’s foreign offices to feverishly
pursue and attract foreign investment and
to establish and deepen trade in goods and
services.

10. Secure our position in the international
community as a responsible State by
maintaining our respect for international
law and by encouraging other countries do
likewise
11. Maintain our obligations to all international
conventions and treaties to which we are
committed and examine and sign others
as they become available and to the extent
that they are consistent with our foreign
policy.
12.

Remain committed to the rule of law in
International Relations and to the United
Nations (UN).

13. Maintain our strong historical ties with our
traditional friends USA, Canada, UK and
the European Union and the member
States of the OAS, and return to normalcy
our traditionally cordial ties with Cuba and
Venezuela.

16. The New Democratic Party remains
committed to the involvement in wide
ranging hemispheric agreements with all
democratic countries as a basis of political,
economic and social-cooperation for our
fledgling nation state.

14. Continue to value St. Vincent and the
Grenadines’ external relationship with
Commonwealth Nations.
15. Maintain our relationships with the
members of the ACP countries, Asia and the
Middle East and continue our recognition of
India, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia and Taiwan as
traditional partners.
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The Legislative
Programme
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21. The Legislative Programme
In accordance with our guiding philosophy and national development agenda,
the New Democratic Party proposes a thorough and comprehensive programme
of review, addition and rationalization of the legislation of St Vincent and the
Grenadines. The following areas are highlighted for action:
In accordance with our guiding philosophy and national development agenda, the New
Democratic Party proposes a thorough and comprehensive programme of review, addition
and rationalization of the legislation of St Vincent and the Grenadines. The following areas
are highlighted for action:
Area of legislation

Purpose of legislation

Action to be taken

Integrity

Maintaining moral and professional
principles among public servants

New legislation to be
introduced

Produce and Commodities
Act

To regulate and rationalize laws
relating to local produce and other
commodities

Repeal

Evidence Act

To re-introduce PACE

Amend

VAT

Removing VAT from over 100 items

Amend

Petro Caribe

To rationalize and regulate
involvement in Petrocaribe

New legislation to be
introduced

Income Tax

To review and revise where
appropriate the income tax
regulations

Comprehensive review

Police Act

To modernise the police service

Comprehensive review

Immigration Act

To rationalize and regulate
matters relating to immigration

Comprehensive review

NESDEC

To remove this inappropriate law
from the books

Repeal

Malicious Falsehoods

To prohibit spreading of lies

New legislation

Criminal Code

To Improve the code

Amend (including but not
limited to e.g. section 64)

Representation of the
People Act

Ensuring free and fair elections

Comprehensive review –
(e.g. 15 day registration etc)

Firearms Act

To regulate ownership, possession
and use of firearms

Comprehensive review

Theft of Produce and
Livestock

To ensure greater deterrence

Amend

Development Bank

To accelerate development in the
agricultural sector

New legislation
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Area of legislation

Purpose of legislation

Action to be taken

Services Legislation

To Improve the international
financial services sector

Review to amend

Passport Act

To regulate the issue and handling
of passports

Comprehensive review

Residence Act

To rationalize and regulate matters
of residence

Comprehensive review

Citizenship Act

To rationalize and regulate matters
of citizenship

Comprehensive review

Education Act

To improve administration of
education

Comprehensive review

National Insurance Act

Health Insurance

Comprehensive review

Anti-Terrorist Financing
and Proliferation Act

Introduce new anti-terrorist
financing legislation

Repeal

Possessory Title Act

To create more reasonable
safeguards for legal owners of land

Comprehensive review

Shipping Act

The creation of employment for
Seafarers

Comprehensive review

Freedom of Information
Act

To provide public access to
information

Promulgation

Fiscal Incentives Act

To facilitate Investment
Opportunities

Comprehensive review

BRAGSA

To assess its efficiency and
relevance

Comprehensive review

Private Sector Bond

To repay Private sector debt and
create a stimulus

New legislation

Banana Acts

To Improve administration of banana Comprehensive review
production, sale and marketing

Finance Administration Act

To Improve accounting and internal
controls

Amend

Proceeds of crime (Money
Laundering)

To tighten the provisions consistent
with the Constitution

Amend

Wildlife Act

To improve provisions in accordance
with relevant conventions

Comprehensive review
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Appendices
Appendix A: The Representation of the People Act
Chapter 6 of the Laws of St. Vincent and the Grenadines (Revised Edition) 1990
THE VOTING PROCESS - Booklet 1 Rule 31
1)

Voter arrives at Polling Station and gets into the line.

2)

Voter comes into Polling Station and shows the Presiding Officer his or her ID card or Passport.

3)

All the Voter’s fingers are inspected for ink; all bandages, plasters or coverings should be
removed.

4)

BEFORE the ballot paper is given to the voter:
a. The Presiding Officer calls out the Voter’s name and number [Booklet 1 Rule 31(1)(b)]
b. The Voter’s name is ticked off on the Voters’ Register [Booklet 1 Rule 31(1)(d)]
c. The Presiding Officer puts the official stamp and his or her initials on the ballot paper [Booklet 1
Rule 31(1)(a)] and the Voter’s number on the counterfoil [Rule 31(1)(c)]
d. The Presiding Officer instructs the Voter how to mark his or her “X” without placing any emphasis
on a Candidate
e. The Presiding Officer shows the Voter how to fold the ballot paper.

5)

The ballot paper with the stamp and the Presiding Officer’s initials is given to the Voter.

6)

The Voter goes to the screened off area and marks his or her ballot paper with a pencil ONLY.

7)

The Voter folds his or her ballot paper and delivers the folded ballot paper to the Presiding
Officer [Booklet 1 Rule 31(2)].

8)

The Presiding Officer inspects the Voter’s fingers again for grease or any other substance and
the Voter is asked to dip his or her forefinger into the ink.

9)

The Presiding Officer without unfolding the ballot paper removes the counterfoil and in the full
view of the Voter places the ballot paper in the Ballot Box [Booklet 1 Rule 31(2)]. Your vote is now
secret.

10) The Voter then leaves the Polling Station after seeing his or her ballot paper placed in the Ballot
Box.
11)

The Presiding Officer places the counterfoils in one bag or envelope using the same one for all
the counterfoils.

ASSISTED VOTING - Booklet 1 Rule 32 and Rule 33
1)

Voters who are blind or who require assistance to vote are permitted to select a Companion to
accompany them into the screened area to help them mark their ballot paper.

2)

The same companion CAN NOT accompany more than one person to vote [Booklet 1 Rule 33(2)].

3)

The Presiding Officer may mark the ballot paper for a blind, incapacitated or illiterate person but
the ballot paper must be read and marked in the presence of the Agents for all political parties
[Booklet 1 Rule 32(1)].

4)

The Presiding Officer must keep a “List of Votes Marked by the Presiding Officer” [Booklet 1 Rule
32(2)].
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SPOILT BALLOT PAPERS
1)

A Voter who has made a mistake or has in any other way mistakenly spoilt his or her ballot paper
may return it to the Presiding Officer who will issue a new one and explain the voting procedure
again [Booklet 1 Rule 37].

2)

Spoilt ballot papers are NOT destroyed. The Presiding Officer must keep ALL the spoilt ballot
papers in a separate packet or envelope for counting at the close of voting [Booklet 1 Rule 39(b)].

CLOSE OF POLL or END OF VOTING
1)

The door or gate to the Polling Stations MUST be closed at 5:00 pm.

2)

Everyone who is in the line of Voters at 5:00 pm must be allowed to vote.

3)

No one is permitted to join the line of Voters after 5:00 pm.

4)

A Police Officer should stand behind the last Voter in the line at 5:00 pm so that no one else joins
the line.
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Candidates

BENJAMIN EXETER
CENTRAL LEEWARD

ARNHIM EUSTACE
EAST KINGSTOWN

MAJOR ST. CLAIR LEACOCK
CENTRAL KINGSTOWN

DANIEL CUMMINGS

84WEST KINGSTOWN

Dr. LINTON LEWIS
EAST ST GEORGE

DR. JULIAN FERDINAND
WEST ST GEORGE

KENROY JOHNSON
North Central Windward

ADDISON “BASH” THOMAS
SOUTH CENTRAL WINDWARD

LAURON BAPTISTE
NORTH WINDWARD

NIGEL “NATURE” STEPHENSON
SOUTH LEEWARD

NOEL DICKSON
SOUTH WINDWARD

ROLAND “PATEL” MATTHEWS
NORTH LEEWARD

CURTIS BOWMAN
MARRIAQUA

TERRANCE OLLIVIERRE
SOUTHERN GRENADINES

DR. GODWIN L. FRIDAY
NORTHERN GRENADINES
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www.ndpsvg.org
Democrat House
Murray’s Road
P O Box 1300
Kingstown
St Vincent and the Grenadines
(784) 456-2114
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