Contents
28/29
2/3

Message from
Alliance Partners

4/5

Message from the
Leader of the UNC

6/7

Summary
11 Commitments

8/9

First 100 Days Programme

10/11

Economy

12/13/14/15
Crime

16/17/18/19
Education

Infrastructure
Housing
Drainage/Water Management
Roads

30/31

Roads & Transport Systems

32/33/34/35
Creating Wealth
Employment and
Labour Market
Tourism

36/37/38/39

Strong Communities
Local Government
Environment
Sport

40/41/42/43/44/45

A Fair and Equal Society
Justice, Freedom and Equality
Poverty Reduction
The Elderly
Women
Youths
Tobago
Laventille

20/21

46/47

22/23/26/27

48

Health

Food and Caroni

Our Place in the World
Conclusion

24/25

UNC/Alliance
Team of Candidates

1

T

his election ﬁnds our people at a
crossroads in our national life. It is a time
when we must make important choices
– choices which determine the shape and course
of our society for future generations.
With the wealth created by oil and gas reserves
we have a windfall at our disposal which we
must use wisely – ﬁrstly, to resolve our current
problems and secondly, to build a strong
foundation for the future.

Kamla Persad-Bissessar

Jack Warner

Basdeo Panday

Dr. Carson Charles

We are aware that the challenges facing
our society are complex and that we need
the combined strengths of all our people
to overcome them. We acknowledge the
intellectual contribution of a true patriot of our
country, the late Lloyd Best, in conceptualising
a template for governance that is truly
representative of our diverse people –
A ‘Party of Parties’.
As such, over the last year, the UNC, NAR,
DPTT, NDP, LFL and YEStt have joined
forces to establish the UNC/Alliance in
harmonising strategies and programmes for
good governance. At the same time, we have
deliberately encouraged the involvement and
participation of you, the people, in determining
the key issues facing our country and in devising
policies and programmes to stabilise and
strengthen our society.

be both representative of the diverse people of
Trinidad and Tobago and will truly represent you,
the people, through continual interaction and
dialogue with you.
We in the UNC/Alliance are conscious of the
need to make informed decisions and therefore
the right choices, hence our decision to involve
you in the process of drawing up this manifesto.
We have consulted widely to produce this
manifesto – cottage meetings, talkback sessions
at Monday night forums, speaking with citizens
in their own homes on the phone or by visiting
them, and through our web site. That is why the
manifesto is called ‘The People’s Manifesto’.
We are conﬁdent that the policies and
programmes presented in The People’s
Manifesto will serve to turn around our country
from its present destructive path of crime,
poverty, inequity and injustice. Furthermore, the
implementation of these policies will lead to the
transformation of our society to one where there
is freedom, prosperity, safety, fairness and justice
for all.
We have heeded your call for unity and
togetherness as one people. Now you must
give us, the UNC/Alliance, the opportunity to
work with you to make things right and to place
humanity and people at the heart of governance.

That is why the UNC/Alliance is the true People’s
Party.
The UNC/Alliance was created to ﬁght
economic injustice. Our purpose is to unite the
aspirations and talents of all our people to build a
prosperous country free from the fear of poverty
and crime. We believe in an inclusive society
that rewards hard work, promotes respect and
provides opportunities for all.

Lennox Smith

Steve Alvarez

Mike Simms

Message from the
Alliance Partners
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The UNC/Alliance believes in helping all workers
have a better life by providing the basic social
programmes that work. This includes providing
accessible health care for all, especially the
children and elderly and making high quality
education a basic right for all people. The UNC
has shown its commitment to social programmes
by establishing the Maternity Protection Act and
by increasing the Old Aged Pension beneﬁt so
that all workers are looked after for life.
The UNC/Alliance is conﬁdent that its team of
39 candidates that we present, in collaboration
with our parliamentary colleagues in Tobago,
will form the next government. This team will
3

and medicine. Under the previous Manning
government, inﬂation averaged almost 8%, but
since 1995 it was cut by 50%, averaging just 4%
with the UNC Government.

more than 1,600 new teachers and made
secondary school a reality for all by building
29 new secondary schools and abolishing the
Common Entrance Exam.

The UNC Government introduced Trinidad and
Tobago’s ﬁrst national minimum wage, at $7 per
hour, so that everyone who ﬁnds a job and does
a hard day’s work can make ends meet. And we
cut personal income taxes, so that workers took
home a larger portion of their paycheques.

We know that healthcare is a basic right. When
children are healthy, they can learn and play.
When adults are healthy, they can provide for
their families and enjoy their lives. Since 1995,
the UNC Government has sought to provide
quality health care for every community in
Trinidad and Tobago.

At the same time we made foodstuffs more
affordable by removing the VAT on many basic
food items, making the cost of food a lot cheaper.
We created jobs and reduced unemployment
– more than 80,000 new jobs and the
unemployment rate fell every year that the UNC
was in ofﬁce, from a high under the PNM of
19.8% in 1995 to 10.1% in the last year of my
government.
When the UNC Government took ofﬁce, crime
was rampant in Trinidad and Tobago. Shootings
and murders were on the rise. Drug lords ruled
our streets. Too many of us lived in fear. In 1995,
we said we would get tough on crime, and clean
up the country.
The UNC fought hard to take our streets back
from criminals. The murder rate decreased every
year – down by 24% as of the last year – and
shootings and woundings were down 33% under
the UNC.

Message from the Political
Leader of the UNC
T
he UNC formed the government of our
country from 1995 until 2001. And we
are immensely proud of our record of
achievements.

During that time we worked hard to create a
healthy economy so that Trinidad and Tobago’s
families and businesses could thrive and
succeed. A growing economy meant more jobs
and less unemployment throughout the nation.
And the UNC Government reduced the tax
4

burden on our families.

Between 1995 and 2000 the economy expanded
by an average of 5.2% per annum. In 1999, the
economy grew by 6.9%. And under the UNC, the
number of people living below the poverty line
was cut in half.
The UNC Government brought inﬂation down
to its lowest point in decades, which meant that
people could more easily afford to buy food

We deployed 1,741 new police ofﬁcers on the
streets. We built 22 new police stations and
renovated numerous others. And we added
241 police vehicles and implemented the E-999
Rapid Response System so that emergency
calls from the public would be responded to
swiftly.
The UNC believes that all of our children deserve
a bright future – a future that should begin with
the best possible education for each child. This
is driven by our philosophy of ‘No child left
behind’. When we educate our children, we give
them tools to compete for the jobs of tomorrow,
a reason to say “no” to drugs and crime, and
a chance to turn their dreams into reality. The
UNC believes in creating an intelligent nation,
and sees education as a social equaliser,
providing opportunities for both rural and urban
children.
We gave children a head start with more preschool places. We reduced class sizes, hired

We renovated hospitals and built health centres
in rural communities. And we launched the
Emergency Health Service of Trinidad and
Tobago (EHSTT) to get people to the hospital
in medical emergencies, buying more than 60
ambulances to support it. The UNC Government
trained more than 600 nurses to improve hospital
care and lessen waiting time and we provided
free surgery for children with heart disease for
the ﬁrst time in Trinidad and Tobago.
What does infrastructure mean to Trinidad
and Tobago? Giving a community pipe-borne
water for the ﬁrst time. Building a bridge so
schoolchildren can get to class safely. Repairing
roads so we can reduce trafﬁc accidents.
And fortifying our infrastructure also attracts
investment and creates jobs. We did all of that
– and built 1,300 new homes in just one year for
good measure, with no more blackouts either.
That’s just part of our legacy. But this People’s
Manifesto is about our country’s future. It sets
out the UNC/Alliance’s plans for government.
My party joined with the other Alliance members
as a ‘Party of Parties’ because we believe that
Unity is the only way we can build a stronger
future for our nation.
We opened our door to all political parties in
Trinidad and Tobago so that together we can
make the changes needed to put right all the
harm that the PNM Government has inﬂicted on
our people. Most, but not all, parties responded
positively because they too have the best
interests of our country at heart.
And they know too that we will always win
United.

Basdeo Panday
Leader, United National Congress
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The UNC/Alliance’s Commitments

for Trinidad & Tobago
1. Inﬂation below 5%, low interest rates,
reduced unemployment and sound public
ﬁnances.
A stronger economy means a better life for
families. The UNC/Alliance believes in building
a prosperous country, which recognises the
talents and hard work of all. We will build a stable
economy, balancing the budget and keeping
interest rates and inﬂation low. The UNC/
Alliance will take tough action on unemployment
and food prices so families live free from poverty
in a safe society.
Our goal – inﬂation below 5%, low interest
rates, reduced unemployment and sound public
ﬁnances.
2. Over 3,000 more police ofﬁcers recruited
in the ﬁrst term of a UNC/Alliance
Government.
Crime hurts everyone and holds our country
back. The UNC/Alliance will reduce crime and
keep families and homes safe. We will introduce
harsher penalties, recruit more police ofﬁcers
and tackle corruption. We will invest in crime
prevention with more Closed Circuit TV (CCTV)
cameras, and a new DNA database and forensic
laboratory.
The UNC/Alliance will take tough action to halt
rising crime.
The UNC/Alliance Government will immediately
increase the numbers of police and prison
ofﬁcers.

3. We will make sure all young people
leaving school are able to read and write.
Good education for everyone is at the heart
of building a strong economy and allowing
everyone to provide more for their families. It
allows everyone to reach their full potential in
6

life, as well as being the bedrock upon which to
prevent crime.
We will build more schools, including good
sporting facilities. Education will continue to be
a cornerstone of a UNC/Alliance development
policy.

more useful. We will give training and good jobs
to young people to improve our land use and our
society.

9. The UNC/Alliance government will
not build aluminium smelters on Cedros
peninsula.

We will provide running water, electricity and
proper drainage to all homes, yet reducing
ﬂooding and water damage.

Our vision of Trinidad and Tobago is one
where everyone has a stake based on equal
rights, where they pay their dues by exercising
responsibility in return, and where local
communities shape their own futures and yet
preserve the environment and their history.
Our commitment to you: The UNC/Alliance
Government will not build aluminium smelters
on the Cedros peninsula nor anywhere in our
beautiful twin-island State.

4. We will create an extra 2,000 hospital bed
spaces through building new hospitals and
upgrading existing ones to cut waiting times
for medical operations.

7. We will build new interchanges, including
overpasses, to keep the Churchill Roosevelt,
Uriah Butler and Solomon Hochoy Highway
free-ﬂowing and free from congestion.

A healthy population contributes to a ﬂourishing
society, raising strong and happy families
reaching their full potentials. A good health
system includes care for the less fortunate and
proper regulatory agencies.

Gridlock on our roads leads to economic
inefﬁciency, which damages our businesses
since time is money. Trafﬁc jams are frustrating
and rob us of quality family time and productive
work hours.

We will create extra hospital bed spaces through
building new hospitals and upgrading existing
ones to improve efﬁciency and cut waiting times
for medical operations.

We will build new interchanges, including
overpasses, to keep the Churchill-Roosevelt,
Uriah Butler and Solomon-Hochoy Highways
free-ﬂowing and free from congestion.

All citizens are equal and deserve to be treated
with dignity and respect. The UNC is ﬁghting to
make sure that everyone is included in our great
country and that nobody feels discriminated
against because of his or her colour or creed.

5. We will invest in farming at home and
reform land tenure in order to reduce food
prices on all basic products.

8. We shall support the development of
tourism in Tobago through the provision of
ﬁscal incentives to small business persons,
particularly, in the food and entertainment
industry, by providing training and technical
support in the area of eco-tourism and
supporting greater marketing of Tobago as
a tourist destination.

We will reduce the pensionable age from 65 to
60 years and increase the old aged pension to
$3,000.00 per month.

No country can import all its food. It is economic
folly. Agriculture reform will bring down food
prices and help us to become more self-sufﬁcient
in meeting our food needs.
We will restore and develop the vibrant
agriculture and agro-industry sectors as planks
for economic diversiﬁcation, food security and
the reduction of food prices.
6. We will provide running water and
electricity to all homes.
An improving and stronger economy will give the
ability to invest in infrastructure, such as housing,
roads and good drainage so that water becomes

We want more of our citizens to share in greater
prosperity. That is why we will run our economy
to create more wealth not just for a few, but for
everyone.
We shall support the development of tourism in
Tobago through the provision of ﬁscal incentives,
particularly to small business-persons in the food
and entertainment industry, by providing training
and technical support in the area of eco-tourism
and supporting greater marketing of Tobago as a
tourist destination.

10. We will reduce the pensionable age from
65 to 60 years and increase the old aged
pension to $3,000.00 per month.

11. We will utilise our foreign embassies
to gain economic value for Trinidad and
Tobago by identifying trade, investment
and economic opportunities to create more
wealth for our nation and our citizens.
The foreign policy of the UNC/Alliance will be
re-shaped to link external affairs with national
objectives and to enhance business and
commercial development.
We will utilise our foreign embassies to gain
economic value for Trinidad and Tobago by
identifying trade, investment and economic
opportunities to create more wealth for our nation
and our citizens.
7

First 100 Days
Programme

The UNC/Alliance Government in the ﬁrst 100 days
will take steps to implement the following action plan:
1. Take steps to increase the strength of
the Police Service from 7,245 to 10,521 as
recommended by the Trinidad & Tobago Police
Service Crime & Management Report (CMR),
2004.
2. Take the appropriate steps to establish an
independent Central Vigilance Commission
(CVC) to advise and guide agencies in the
ﬁeld of vigilance in order to combat against
corruption, particularly in government agencies.
3. Integrate Special Reserve Police (SRP)
ofﬁcers into the Trinidad and Tobago Police
Service.
4. Prepare a plan for the repair, refurbishment
and upgrade of police stations to be completed in
the ﬁrst year of ofﬁce.
5. Commission a team to computerise and
introduce modern technology into the operations
of the Police and Prison Services.
a. Conduct a complete needs assessment
and design of a programme of retraining
for the Police/Prison Services so that they
are better able to deliver their motto of
protecting and serving with pride.
b. Re-establish the Community Policing Unit.
6. Introduce an intervention programme to end
gang wars. It will involve, among other things,
a peace initiative in high-risk Communities
involving NGOs, the community police,
professional social workers and inﬂuential
members of the community.
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7. Introduce in Parliament legislation for the
establishment of a Young Offenders Court.
8. Establish a partnership with the local
farming community to begin the immediate
implementation of incentives to the farmers
aimed at the immediate reduction of food prices
to consumers.
9. Instruct the Land Settlement Agency to
cease immediately demolition of houses built
on State lands and to resume the programme
of regularisation of unplanned settlements
in accordance with the provisions of the
Regularisation of Land Tenure Act No. 25 of
1998.
10. Instruct State enterprises to implement a
comprehensive apprenticeship and On-The-Job
Training programme to start to ﬁll the gap in
expertise required to compete in a knowledge
economy.
11. Re-organise the URP and CEPEP workforce
in the country to support new comprehensive
programmes, building access roads, drainage
and other infrastructure to support agriculture,
and to establish and upgrade local markets,
community centres, recreational facilities and
centres for cottage industries in all communities.
12. Commence payment of pensions to former
Caroni employees.
13. Honour the commitment to a minimum
pension for all Caroni pensioners of $1,000.00
per month.
14. Commence rehabilitation of Caroni’s
abandoned citrus estates.

9

Prosperity for all: Running the economy for everyone’s interests

1rates,
. Inﬂation below 5%, low interest
reduced unemployment and sound
public ﬁnances.

T

he PNM government has badly
managed our country’s economy.

Trinidad and Tobago is the wealthiest country in
the Caribbean, yet no one would believe it when
they looked at the state of our infrastructure, for
example, with basic necessities such as running
water and electricity still not available to every
home, daily trafﬁc gridlock and regular ﬂooding.
And no one would believe it when they looked
at the incomes that families had to live on,
because ordinary, hard-working families who
live and play by the rules are not sharing in
our country’s wealth. Neither at the price of
food, unemployment rates or the standards of
education in our country.
We know that the only way to make life better
for everybody is to run the economy better.
Because a strong economy is at the heart of all
that we do.
A strong economy is the means by which we
can all share in the wealth and prosperity of
our country. And it is a strong economy that

provides the means for our children and our
children’s children to grow up safe in the
knowledge that they will be able to provide well
for their own families when the time comes. It is
the way in which we raise living standards for
everybody.
Our economy has been enjoying fool’s gold in
its prosperity. Much of the growth is oil-related
and is not a result of Government action. In fact,
the revenues from the oil bonanza have been
frittered away.
Inﬂation, which should be the number one
priority of the Government, is out of control as
the Government themselves have admitted in
the budget speech. Inﬂation hurts the ordinary
citizens most and only helps the rich and the
speculators.
The economy is not ready for the future when
the oil will run out. There has to be a long-term
vision that will prepare the economy for the
‘Knowledge Century’ and tackle the challenge of
restoring the T&T economy so that we preserve
our environment while attaining wealth.

Delivering a Stronger Economy

A stronger economy means a better life for families. The UNC/Alliance believes in building a prosperous
country, which recognises the talents and hard work of all. We will build a stable economy, balancing the
budget and keeping interest rates and inﬂation low. The UNC/Alliance will take tough action to halt rising
crime, unemployment and food prices so families live free from poverty and attack.
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• We will target a rate of growth of 5%
per year, managing inﬂation to less
than 5 % per year and create 100,000
permanent, new well-paid jobs by the
end of a ﬁrst term.

be trained for the jobs that will exist
in the future. This should then be the
basis for determining the curriculum
development requirements of the
education and training sector.

• Oil and gas are non-renewable
assets. The UNC/Alliance
Government will begin a programme
to diversify away from oil and gas
and strengthen other aspects of the
economy, particularly, agricultural,
industrial, ﬁnancial, manufacturing and
tourism sectors. We will embrace a
knowledge-based economy.

• We will re-organise the URP and
CEPEP workforce in the country
to support new comprehensive
programmes, building access roads,
drainage and other infrastructure to
support agriculture, and to establish
and upgrade local markets, community
centres, recreational facilities and
centres for cottage industries in all
communities.

• Fiscal incentives will be tailored to
steer private sector investment to these
sectors. In addition, the private sector
should be provided with ﬁscal incentive
for human capital development, i.e.
investing in a better skilled workforce.
This links training with actual labour
market needs and encourages people
to treat training opportunities in a
more serious manner, linking as job
promotions to performance posttraining and value adding.
• We shall develop a programme of
skills training to meet the needs of
these new growth sectors. Youth will

• Fiscal incentives will be provided
to the private sector for research
and development as this is a critical
requirement for technology-based
productive sectors.
• We will reform our laws governing
patents and copyrights and strengthen
the legal expertise in this area in order
to give vitality to these new sectors.
• We will redesign the tax system to
make it eco-friendly, business-friendly
and knowledge-friendly.

• We will introduce Legislation to
govern Employees Stock Ownership
Plans.
• A revenue Stabilisation Fund will be
established separate and apart from
the Heritage Fund.
• We will amend the Financial
Institutions Act to protect the people
against unfair practices, false
advertising and limited disclosure.
• We will introduce regulations for
the supervision of the entire ﬁnancial
sector that will ensure the strict
adherence to the best practices and
ﬁnancial prudence.
• Introduction of legislation and
regulations that will establish an
authority to receive reports on unfair
practices by consumer companies and
give the power to resolve them.
• The Credit Union Movement will be
strengthened and encouraged.
• We shall enhance the environment
for doing business in Trinidad and
Tobago by cutting bureaucracy and red
tape and making it easier to start new
businesses.
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2the.ﬁrstOverterm3,000of amoreUNC/Alliance
police ofﬁcers recruited in
Government.

Reducing crime will lead to a better
quality of life and a more productive economy

W

e believe in safety and security for
all. Reducing crime is our number
one priority. Living in safety is a basic
human right.
Under the PNM, crime has sky-rocketed and no
one feels safe any more. Murders have increased
to more than one every day. Kidnappings take
place at the rate of four every week. Car-jackings
are an everyday occurrence, and individuals
are forced to retreat at night to the safety of their
burglar-proofed homes.
The cost of crime to our society holds our
economy back. It prevents overseas investment
and it means that much of every dollar invested
is wasted on the cost of dealing with crime. By
tackling crime, we can release more capital to
spend on improving prosperity for all.
Living in safety is a basic human right, and it is
the duty of every government to provide a society
where that is the case for all of its citizens. The
UNC/Alliance Government pledges to restore
law and order in our country so that citizens can
live in peace, harmony and prosperity in their
communities.
The UNC/Alliance has ﬁve principles to crack
down on crime to make your family safe:
1. Preventing crime in the ﬁrst place with better
education, more jobs and a stronger economy.

2. Improving crime detection through more police,
use of DNA and CCTV.
3. Making the Judiciary work through speeding
up justice, more courts, including night courts and
youth courts, and making it easier for witnesses to
give evidence.
4. Toughening punishment of criminals with
deterrent sentences and reparations to the victims
of crime.
5. Rehabilitation in prisons to stop re-offending
by compulsory education in prisons, especially
of numeracy and literacy and by training so that
upon release, offenders are equipped to follow a
life free from crime
In our ﬁrst term of ofﬁce we will recruit over 3,000
more police ofﬁcers to patrol the streets on foot
and introduce more effective methods of crime
detection including a new forensic service, a
DNA database and mobile CCTV in our crime hot
spots.
We will introduce major innovative policies on
prison reform and training of both inmates, as
well as those released from the penal system.
At the same time, we will seek to minimise the
inﬂuence of criminality on our youth and to initiate
entrepreneurial activities in communities to
replace the drug trade.

Making our country safer for everyone (continued on p 14)
• The UNC/Alliance will upgrade the
woefully inadequate levels of human
and material resources for effective
policing, introduce state-of-the-art
technologies in crime prevention
and detection and respond to the
cry for human, capital and ﬁnancial
resources for the Magistrates’ Courts.

Crime hurts everyone and holds our country back. The UNC/Alliance will reduce crime and keep families
safe. We will introduce harsher penalties, recruit more police ofﬁcers and tackle corruption. We will invest
in crime prevention with more Closed Circuit TV (CCTV) cameras, and a new DNA database and forensic
laboratory.
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• Introduce mobile CCTV for use in
crime hot spot areas.
• Prepare a plan for the repair,
refurbishment and upgrade of police
stations to be completed in the ﬁrst
year of ofﬁce.

• Increase the strength of the Police
Service from 7,245 to 10,521 as
recommended by the Trinidad &
Tobago Police Service Crime &
Management Report (CMR), 2004.

• Conduct a complete needs
assessment and design of a
programme of retraining for the
Police/ Prison Services so that they
are better able to deliver their motto of
protecting and serving with pride.

• Implement the DNA legislation and
create a DNA database and forensic
laboratory.

• Commission a team to computerise
and introduce modern technology
into the operations of the Police and

Prison Services.
• The Protective Services will be
radically transformed by implementing
the following strategies:
– Merging the Special Reserve Police
Force with the conventional police
service and increasing the number
of fully trained and equipped police
ofﬁcers.
– Restoring the E-999 to the level of
rapid response service.
– Introducing a programme for
collaboration between the Ministry
of National Security and private

13

Making our country safer for everyone (continued from p 13)

– Establishing a highly visible highway
patrol unit equipped with modern
technology to curtail high-speed
driving and other trafﬁc violations
along the highways.
– Reviewing and update the
recruitment policy for all national
security personnel.
– Engaging the best local and
international experts to modernise
the system of training of our new
recruits to ensure that the most
modern crime prevention techniques
and technological advances are
available and utilised.
– Introducing wardens into the system
of Local Government to deal with
nuisance crimes like littering,
vandalism, trafﬁc violations and
grafﬁti. This will free the police to
concentrate on offences that are
more serious.
– Designing a programme to improve
police relations with the community.
– Establishing an independent
authority with branch ofﬁces through
out the country to receive complaints
against police ofﬁcers investigate
and speedily resolve them, and
implement measures to ensure that
they are not repeated.
– Reviewing the terms and conditions
including insurance coverage
of members of the protective
services in collaboration with their
representative organisations.
• Transform the judicial services
by providing ﬁnancial, material and
human resources in support of the
Judiciary to modernise and speed up
the administration of justice and by
introducing the following reforms:
– Taking all necessary steps to
eliminate the backlog of cases in the
judicial system.
– Completely overhauling the
Magistrates’ Courts including
the repair, refurbishment
and technological upgrade.
Consideration of the relocation of
the Port of Spain Magistrates’ Court.
– Upgrading of the prisoner holding
facilities within the court system.
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– Creating a Young Offenders Court.
– Establishing a Land Court to
deal with petty matters involving
land disputes among family and
neighbours.
– Reviewing the legislative framework
to establish a more robust and
efﬁcient witness protection
programme, in collaboration
with supportive law enforcement
agencies.

• Reduce the market for stolen
vehicles by requiring the Central Bank
to mandate insurance companies
to insert the chassis and engine
numbers on their insurance policies
and certiﬁcate documents.
• The Ministry of National Security will
supply the insurance industry with all
stolen vehicles’ chassis and engine
numbers.

– Expanding and implementing
community service sentencing.

• Mandate insurance companies to
report immediately to the Police any
approach for insurance of motor
vehicles that possess stolen engines
and/or stolen chassis.
• Support victims of crime through:

– In consultation with the legal
fraternity, exploring and introducing
the legal and policy framework
to promote alternative dispute
resolution and citizen-friendly
mediation systems.

– Establishing a Victims’ Support Unit
that utilises the services of nongovernmental organisations and
other agencies to assist and guide
victims of crime within the criminal
justice system.

• Introduce legislation to categorise
murder.

– Increasing the ceiling ﬁgure for
compensation of victims of crime.

• Introduce a policy of zero tolerance
on drug trafﬁcking and transfer
adequate resources to border patrol
agencies to ensure the prevention of
the illegal importation of drugs and
ammunition.

• Take the appropriate steps to
establish an independent Central
Vigilance Commission (CVC) to
advise and guide agencies in the ﬁeld
of vigilance in order to combat against
corruption, particularly in government
agencies.

• Introduce the Proceeds of Crime
Legislation to recover monies paid as
ransom.
• Transform the Prison Service to
ensure that the rule of law is upheld,
whilst introducing programmes for the
rehabilitation of criminals to prevent
re-offending. We intend to achieve
this by implementing the following
reforms:
– Reforming the penal system so
that it ceases to be a manufacturing
centre for future criminals. Placing a
high priority on reform programmes
within the prison system. On
entering prison, all prisoners will be
encouraged to choose and pursue
training for a legitimate career and
undertake education to achieve
appropriate qualiﬁcations.
– Developing separate industrial
wings within the prison system
to train young offenders and
disconnect them from the more
hardened criminals within the
system.
– Eliminating overcrowding in prisons,
particularly in remand and upgrading
the prison system.

“A UNC/

Alliance
Government will
transform the
Prison Service
to ensure that
the rule of law
is upheld, whilst
introducing
programmes for
the rehabilitation
of criminals
to prevent reoffending.

“The judicial services will be transformed

by the provision of ﬁnancial, material and
human resources in support of the Judiciary to
modernise and speed up the administration of
justice.

“

– Re-introducing community policing
unit.

– Creating Night Courts.

“

security industry to work in
partnership in patrolling low crime
areas.
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3are. able
We will make sure all young people leaving school
to read and write

A knowledge-based economy requires a well-educated society

U

nder the PNM government, literacy
standards in Trinidad and Tobago
are at half the world’s average. As
the wealthiest country in the Caribbean that is
simply unacceptable. Too many children are
leaving school without the ability to read or write
well, meaning that their life chances are greatly
diminished.
An under-educated population will mean an
increase in crime as too many seek to provide for
themselves and their families through illegitimate
means.
Not enough young adults are choosing to stay in
Trinidad and Tobago to continue their studies into
further education and university. We have a brain
drain because graduates fear for their safety, or
don’t believe that our country holds the promise
of a fruitful future. This means that we are losing
our best minds and most skilled young people to
other countries.
If we are to grow a 21st century knowledgebased economy, it is vital that educational
standards are improved and that we keep all our
citizens in this country contributing to a stronger
and growing economy. That way everyone can
share in the prosperity of our nation.

The UNC/Alliance Government pledges to
create a knowledge based entrepreneurial
society through the revamping of old and
outdated curricula for primary and secondary
education, the provision of better and
technology-driven training for teachers, the
delivery of state-of-the-art training and instruction
with full equipment and human resources for
maximum returns on investing in our children.
No child will be left behind by the education
system with a UNC/Alliance Government.
And it is not just through our education system
– we want to help with vocational training, with
more apprenticeships and the reform of CEPEP
to provide proper training and jobs.
We know too the importance of lifelong learning.
We want adults, as well as youngsters to beneﬁt
from improved education, and we want to drive
our literacy standards for all ages up to the
highest in the world. And we will help with retraining and re-skilling to meet the demands and
needs of a 21st century diversiﬁed knowledgebased economy.

If we are to grow a 21st century knowledge“based
economy, it is vital that educational
standards are improved and that we keep all
our citizens in this country contributing to a
stronger and growing economy.

“

A decent education for everyone is at the heart of building a strong economy and allowing everyone to provide
more for their families. And it allows everyone to reach their full potential in life, as well as being the bedrock
upon which to prevent crime. We will make sure all young people leaving school are able to read and write.
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• We will seek to double
the pass rate in Math and
English in the secondary
school system as a key
objective.
• We will provide for
compulsory education to
age 16.
• The job speciﬁcations and
beneﬁts for new ‘Divisional
Curriculum Ofﬁcers,
“In-school Mentors”
and “Master Teachers”
including the recruitment
and appointment
procedure for such ofﬁcers
will be designed.
• The UNC/Alliance will
pursue policies geared
towards getting local
school boards for the
Government Secondary
Schools. These boards will
be more involved in the
school and the standard
set by schools.
• A Support Unit for
basic education will be
established to develop
policy and action plans with
speciﬁc targets to raise the
standard of achievement
in the under-performing
schools.
• We will re-establish the
UNC school textbook
assistance programme.

• Under the next UNC/
Alliance administration,
the repair programme for
all schools will be better
managed on a timely
basis. The education of
our children will not be
interrupted by delays,
lack of management and
poor performance by
government agencies.
• Our administration will
work in coordination with
the relevant commission
and State agencies to
ensure that there is a full
complement of qualiﬁed
teachers at all schools.
• For the very ﬁrst time a
Blackboard e-Education
Platform will be introduced,
designed to transform the
Internet into a powerful
tool for enriching the
educational experience.
This revolutionary
programme will centre on
the establishment of an
online learning resource
centre where teachers/
lecturers post information,
lectures, workshops, and
any necessary exercises
for students to access.
• The UNC/Alliance will
de-shift all secondary
schools.
• We will introduce into

the education curriculum
the teaching of civics,
basic economics and
entrepreneurship.
• We will reform the
curricula to promote
technical and technological
learning.
• We will pay a signiﬁcant
portion of students’ rent
to all registered landlords
around the university
community.
• We will expand the Public
Transportation System
dedicated to the education
system especially for
young people in remote
areas.
• The UNC/Alliance
administration will
introduce a permanent
police presence on the
outskirts of the UWI
campus to provide full-time
police protection for our
students.
• We will introduce a
comprehensive programme
for adult education via
a university for lifelong learning for adult
education.
• The UNC/Alliance
will construct technical
and technologically-

oriented schools/colleges
throughout Trinidad and
Tobago, which will provide
the training needs for the
new diversiﬁed economy
(music, sports, tourism,
cottage industries, agroindustries and agriculture).

“We will re-establish the

school textbook assistance
programme.

“

Improving standards in education will lead to a higher skilled and
better educated workforce, attracting more investment to our economy

• We will develop
community-based libraries
throughout the country.
• We will introduce a policy
of universal pre-school
education.
• The UNC/Alliance
Government will encourage
and facilitate all schools to
develop adequate facilities
and procure equipment
to enrol differently-abled
students. A programme to
provide ﬁnancial, emotional
and mentoring support
for the differently-abled
students will be initiated.
• We will improve the
working relationship
between the State and
denominational schools.
• The number of guidance
counsellors available to
students will be expanded
to meet the demands of
these challenging times.

“We will pay a signiﬁcant

portion of students’ rent to all
registered landlords around
the university community.

“
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4through
. We will create an extra 2,000 hospital bed spaces
building new hospitals and upgrading
existing ones to cut waiting times
for medical operations.

A stronger economy will lead to more
money to invest in improving health care

U

nder the PNM government, people
are not receiving the healthcare they
need. Waiting times are too long and
there is too much waste in the health system.
Healthcare is not provided close enough to the
people and we don’t have enough facilities to
help our population maintain their health or get
back to a healthy life once again.
The UNC/Alliance Government pledges to
improve the quality of life by promoting healthy
lifestyles and wellness programmes among the
population. We will ensure that every citizen has
access to quality health care on a timely basis.
We want you to know that if you fall ill there will
be a strong, well-funded, efﬁcient and effective
health service there for you, free at the point
of need, staffed by competent and caring
professionals dedicated to helping people to
become better.

Our number one priority for healthcare is to
reduce waiting times for medical operations.
As well as improving the health service, it is our
task to improve the health of the nation. We
will have a programme of help and education
designed to help our citizens live healthier
lifestyles so that pressure on health services
are reduced. We will have more screening
programmes earlier so that health staff can
intervene in illnesses before it is too late. In
particular, we will work hard to reduce smoking
and thus smoking-related diseases which cost
our health service so much money to treat.
Our goal is a healthier nation with fast,
high-quality treatment, which meets rising
expectations and demographic and technological
challenges. Creating a stronger economy will
allow us to invest more to meet that goal.

Making our country healthier for everyone
• We will conduct a needs assessment
to identify the professional and
material requirements of the
healthcare system.
• We will upgrade the health sector
and ensure professionalism in its
functioning.

• We will reduce waiting time for all
surgical operations through a surgical
management team in each of the
major hospitals.

• We will offer scholarships in
Healthcare Administration.

• The EMS will be restructured in order
to be able to respond in an effective
and timely manner.

• We will enact legislation, after
consultation, to ensure the delivery
of quality healthcare and guarantee
patients’ rights, thus protecting citizens
from medical negligence.
• The primary health care system
will be strengthened to respond
to the prevention and control of
chronic diseases by ensuring there is
adequate training, stafﬁng, equipment
and medication.
• We will construct new hospitals in
Central Trinidad and Point Fortin.
• We will complete construction of the
Scarborough Hospital.
A healthy population contributes to a ﬂourishing society raising strong and happy families
reaching their full potentials.
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• A burns unit will be constructed at the
Couva Health Facility to respond to
industrial accidents and emergencies.

• We will upgrade the San Fernando
and Sangre Grande Regional
Hospitals and the Arima Health
Facility.

• We will construct an Oncology
Centre at Mt. Hope with state-ofthe-art equipment, trained staff
with screening, early diagnosis and
treatment of cancer.
• Training of doctors, nurses and
other healthcare professionals will
be expanded and accelerated and
appropriate incentives will be given to
retain trained staff.
• We will establish a medical
phone bank at major public health
institutions staffed by suitably qualiﬁed
professionals to respond to queries
and health concerns by members of
the public, both in emergencies and
for seeking advice on general health
matters.
• We will establish an authority to
investigate allegations of malpractice

and patients’ complaints.
• We shall widen the scope of
medication available under the
CEDAP programme and review the
criteria for accessing the beneﬁts.
• We will undertake a widescale public
education programme to reduce
the incidence of HIV/AIDS in our
society and provide greater support
to persons already living with this
disease.
• We will place a high priority on
human health protection. We will
promote healthier lifestyles as public
policy, especially to tackle the growing
problems of obesity, diabetes and
hypertension.
• The school-feeding programme will
be extended to provide basic health
education and dietary information to all
children, in addition to meals. This new
programme will educate our children
on diet and nutrition and develop
healthy eating habits at school and at
the home.
• Primary healthcare facilities shall be
upgraded and opened for extended
hours so that they are available at
times more convenient to citizens, and
also to reduce out-of-hours demands
on hospitals.
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5invest. Weinwillfarming

Using the power of our economy to improve agriculture
and food security and to lower food prices

at home and
reform land
tenure in order
to reduce food
prices on all
basic products.

F

our country’s wealth. It is a disgrace that they
have used the oil and gas money to decimate
food production instead of investing for future
generations.

The actions of this government in running down
our agriculture have contributed to wasting

The UNC/Alliance Government pledges to
provide food for all our people at affordable
prices by the introduction of an agricultural
revolution through the mobilisation of ﬁnancial,
physical, technical and human resources.

ood prices have shot up under the
PNM Government with food inﬂation
reaching 23%. In a country that has
such a history and heritage of farming and
food production the treatment by the current
government of our food producers has been
shocking.

Home grown food for everyone
• The UNC/Alliance Government
will support the farming community,
particularly in the areas of the
rehabilitation of agricultural access
roads, the provision of farming
vehicles and equipment, training,
research, extension services and
exports marketing.
• We will encourage investment in the
agro-processing and agri-business.
• Establish a partnership with the
local farming community to begin
the immediate implementation of
incentives to the farmers aimed at the
immediate reduction of food prices to
consumers.

No country can import all its food. It is economic folly. Agriculture reform will bring down food
prices and help us to become more self-sufﬁcient in meeting our food needs. We will invest in farming
at home and reform land tenure in order to reduce food prices on all basic products.
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• The strategy for irrigation will be
linked to our policy on ﬂood control to
prevent substantial losses to farmers.
• We shall establish technical
agricultural colleges in agricultural
belts and re-introduce agriculture in

the curricula at all schools.
• We will identify and protect from
development the major fertile lands
that serve as the backbone for our
food security.
• We will lease State lands to genuine
farmers in parcels of sufﬁcient size
to allow for mechanisation and
economies of scale.
• In collaboration with landowners we
will introduce a programme for the
rehabilitation of abandoned estates,
as well as the regularisation of land
tenure.
• We shall introduce an impact
system of food production utilising
new technology such as green
houses, hydroponics technology and
grow boxes at affordable costs, which
especially will aid urban agriculture.
• We will reprioritise praedial larceny

and strengthen the rural police
service with increased labour and
equipment.
• We shall link State temporary
work programmes with rural
development needs to provide an
aggressive programme of repairs and
rehabilitation of drains, waterways,
canals, and rivers to support the
farming community.
• We will encourage apprenticeship
programmes in the farming
community.
• Taxes, duties and VAT shall be
removed on all agricultural inputs and
equipment.
• A programme to manufacture
fertilisers locally shall be initiated.
• We will provide guaranteed markets
for agricultural produce, such as the
school-feeding programme.
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Helping our ﬁshing industry
The ﬁshing industry shall
be revitalised through the
implementation of the following
measures:
• The creation of artiﬁcial reefs
around the island to encourage
spawning grounds by utilising
used tyres and other such recycled
commodities.

• The revamping of the current
system of state incentives to make
support available to the small
ﬁsherman for ﬁshing equipment, e.g.
boats, engines, nets, etc.
• The upgrade and provision of
cold storage facilities to all ﬁshing
communities.

• The dredging of bays
• The provision of security to all
depots and wholesale markets.
• The introduction of extensive sea
patrols to protect ﬁshermen against
pirates.

“We will revamp the current

system of state incentives to
make support available to the
small ﬁsherman for ﬁshing
equipment, including boats,
engines and nets.

“

CARONI LIMITED
• We will help farmers to
re-establish the sugar
industry, incorporating
bio-fuels into the traditional
sugar uses.
• We will re-establish
Caroni (1975) Limited as a
food production company
(covering canned food
sector, aquaculture, dairy,
poultry-based processed
foods and cocoa)
along with a centre for
purchasing and processing
food from small and
medium farmers.
• Caroni (1975) Ltd
will be the hub around
which satellite farms are
integrated into a food
production grid.
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• Recognising that many
of our small farmers
are in occupation for
decades of small pieces
of lands formerly vested in
Caroni Ltd. and used for
exclusively for agriculture,
we will provide for the
lease/purchase of a
maximum of ﬁve acres
of State lands to those
already in possession of
such lands.

link research in new crops,
varieties and techniques
directly to the farmers.

• Caroni will lead the
initiative to provide
research and technical
support to the farming
community. Caroni will
further become the lead
interface between the
Faculty of Agriculture at the
UWI and the community
of farmers in an effort to

• Farmers who have
leases for Caroni land
will be given an option to
purchase that land.

• We will immediately
rehabilitate Caroni’s
abandoned citrus estates.
• Caroni will establish
a machinery pool of
agricultural equipment that
can be rented to farmers
on a needs basis.

• We will return the subsidy
to cane farmers for the
purchase of salt and
chemicals.

• We will honour the
agreement to provide
building lots and
agricultural lands to a
maximum of ﬁve acres to
all ex-Caroni workers.
• Commence payment of
pensions to former Caroni
employees.
• Honour the commitment
to a minimum pension for
all Caroni pensioners of
$1,000.00 per month.
• Honour all agreements to
former Caroni workers with
respect to home ownership
and access to agricultural
lands.
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Homes for all, water for all and better drainage, because an
improved infrastructure leads to greater economic efﬁciency

6and. Weelectricity
will provide running water
to all homes.

I

n the 21st century, it is a shame and an
infringement of our basic human rights that
so many of our citizens do not have running
water or electricity to their homes. And it is
worse that so many do not even have a home
to call their own. With so much wealth from our
natural oil and gas, it shouldn’t be too hard for the
PNM Government to have fulﬁlled these basic
human rights by now, should it?
But that is the situation our country ﬁnds itself in.
Most other developed democracies would hang
their heads in shame if that were the society over
which they presided. But all the PNM can do is ask
for yet more time – as if 42 years in government
out of the last 52 isn’t enough!
The UNC/Alliance recognises that the provision
of shelter not only is a basic human need and
aspiration but also promotes stability in the family

and community. The UNC/Alliance pledges to
introduce a programme to provide land for the
landless and adequate shelter for all of our people
within sustainable communities. We will upgrade
natural communities rather than destroy and
relocate them.
The UNC/Alliance recognises too that there is a
ﬂooding and water supply crisis in our country and
we pledge to provide water for all and to control
ﬂooding.
We have a simple goal: infrastructure will be
upgraded in all communities providing proper
roads, drainage, street lighting, transportation
facilities, electricity and water for all citizens.
In achieving this we will also provide more jobs
and better training for our labour force.

A decent home for everyone
• The UNC/Alliance housing policy
will ensure equity and fairness to all
our citizens while building new and
sustainable communities.

with playing ﬁelds, swimming pools,
basketball courts and areas of
recreation for the aged and new
schools where appropriate.

• We will ensure a supply of running,
potable water to all homes.

• We will decentralise housing and
development ofﬁces to villages and
towns throughout the nation with staff
empowered to process applications
and all related paperwork.

• A UNC/Alliance Government
will commence a Home-A-Loan
programme whereby ﬁrst-time home
buyers (earning less than $5,000 per
month) will qualify for a mortgage loan
to a maximum of $500,000 at 2%
interest rate.
• For low income earners we will
provide building lots at affordable rates
and grants to construct starter homes.

• We will instruct the Land Settlement
Agency to immediately cease
demolition of houses built on State
lands and to resume the programme
of regularisation of unplanned
settlements in accordance with the
provisions of the Regularisation of
Land Tenure Act No. 25 of 1998.

• We will embark on land development
in a manner that develops
communities. Each development will
be provided with a high standard of
infrastructure by building community
centres, and recreational areas

• We will encourage young people to
begin to save at an early age for their
own home by providing tax incentives
for home ownership savings plans.
Mortgage instalment payments will
then attract tax relief.

• We will encourage all State
companies to establish employees’
home ownership plans that can be
funded from their pension plan at
preferred rates of interest.

• We will enact laws permitting
employees to assign a ﬁxed
percentage of their pension plan
investment to secure ﬁrst-time home
purchase.
• We will remove stamp duty from
property valued up to $750,000 for
ﬁrst-time buyers.

• In order to facilitate the expeditious
and fair distribution of land and
houses, the UNC/Alliance will place
housing and development ofﬁces in
villages and towns throughout the
nation with staff empowered to process
applications and all related paperwork.
In general, the UNC/Alliance housing
policy will ensure equity and fairness to
all our citizens while building new and
sustainable communities.

Water Management & Drainage
• We shall provide water for all by
improving the quality and extent of this
country’s potable water supply by the
construction of the Mamoral Dam and
desalination plants.
An improving and stronger economy will facilitate investment in infrastructure, such as housing and
roads, and will give proper jobs to young people, instead of unproductive jobs that don’t contribute to a
better economy and a fairer society.
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• We will extend the existing water
pipeline network to all communities.
• We will implement a comprehensive
pipeline replacement programme for
leak reduction.

• We will upgrade all existing sewage
treatment plants and the construction
of new plants where necessary

system. We will design, upgrade and
construct new drainage networks for
ﬂood-prone communities.

• We will control ﬂooding by increasing
the human and ﬁnancial resources for
drainage works, including the cleaning
and de-silting of all water courses and
rivers.

• We will introduce heavy penalties
for dumping of rubbish along the
roadways and in the drainage system
which will be enforced by wardens
attached to the respective local
government corporations.

• We will introduce a system of
maintenance of the existing drainage
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7the. WeChurchill
will build new interchanges, including overpasses, to keep
Roosevelt, Uriah Butler and Solomon Hochoy

A road and transportation system for the 21st century,
supporting greater economic development

Highway free-ﬂowing and free from congestion.

T

he UNC/Alliance will end the daily torture
experienced by hundreds of thousands of
citizens on the nation’s roads. Gridlock on
our roads leads to economic inefﬁciency, which
damages our businesses since time is money.
Trafﬁc jams are frustrating and rob us of quality
family time and productive man-hours.

We will develop a service-driven, efﬁciently managed transport system, sensitive to human needs
that will provide affordability and safety travel. It
will consist of a major network of highways and
transit routes connecting all areas in each island.

Making it easier to get around our country
• We will decentralise the
Administrative functions of
Government to avoid the need for
Trinbagonians always to travel to
Port of Spain. We commit to building
Regional Administrative Centres
thereby allowing public ofﬁcers to
work closer to where they live.

• The UNC/Alliance Government will
take all necessary steps to ensure a
congestion-free Churchill Roosevelt
Highway by accelerate construction
of interchanges at the intersections of
El Socorro, the Uriah Butler Highway,
the Curepe Junction and other
signalised intersections.
• We will upgrade the interchanges
at the intersections of Endeavour,
Chaguanas, Couva and Indian Trail.
• The Solomon Hochoy Highway will
be extended southwards and the
Southern Main Road improved to
bring freeway standard travel to all of
South Trinidad.
Gridlock on our roads leads to economic inefﬁciency, which damages our businesses and our
ability to create more wealth to share amongst the nation
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• A major highway will be constructed
to link the South Eastern towns of
Mayaro, Rio Claro, Princes Town
and surroundings with the Solomon

Hochoy Highway.

• Other highway improvements will
take place to relieve congestion
along the East-West Corridor and all
urban centres and industrial zones in
the country.
• We will make sure that new and
expanded housing and industrial/
commercial estates are provided
with adequate access to the nation’s
highways.
• A system of ring roads will be
established at all urban centres to
reduce congestion.
• We will institute a comprehensive
programme to upgrade local,
community and agricultural access
roads.
• We will upgrade the capabilities and
resources of the Local Government
bodies for the maintenance and
management of the roads under their
respective jurisdictions.
• A mass transit system involving light
rail will be introduced along urban
and intercity corridors in the country.

A pilot project will immediately
be started to introduce light rail
transport in Port of Spain, followed by
Scarborough and other cities.
• We will construct major City
Gate terminal operations at Port of
Spain and at other urban centres
throughout the country, complete
with stores and other amenities.
Information on routes, fares,
schedules and cautions will be on
strategic display at these terminals.
• We will establish a Roads
Authority for the management and
maintenance of the network of main
roads and highways.
• The departments responsible
for vehicle licensing and trafﬁc
management will be completely
overhauled, fully computerised and
modernised.
• Congestion, vehicular accidents
and loss of life will be reduced
with modern trafﬁc control devices,
continuous public education and
the introduction of continuous road
patrols. In all urban centres, this will
be enhanced with municipal police.
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8through
. We shall support the development of tourism in Tobago
the provision of ﬁscal incentives to small businesspersons,
particularly, in the food and entertainment industry, by providing
training and technical support in the area of eco-tourism and
supporting greater marketing of Tobago as a tourist destination

Creating greater wealth for the nation

T

he UNC/Alliance Government will
create a highly trained, knowledgeable,
technologically driven, dynamic,
performance-oriented and ﬂexible workforce
to meet the challenges of a modern labour
market in a globalised economy.

UNC/Alliance will seek to triple the present
income from tourism in Trinidad and Tobago
by implementing strategies and programmes
that would ensure that our tourism product is
strategically positioned for ultimate success.

A fair and competitive labour market
• We shall create 100,000 permanent,
well-paid and sustainable jobs by
the diversiﬁcation of the economy
particularly in the agricultural, industrial
and manufacturing sectors.
• To promote efﬁciency-driven dispute
resolution and industrial relations
system geared towards industrial
peace and harmony.
• We support trade unionism and free
collective bargaining as the pillars
of our industrial relations system to
promote the concept of decent work.
• Building on our pioneering
achievements of minimum wages
and maternity protection laws, we will
introduce progressive employment
policy and laws to protect all workers
and promote decent work.
• Emphasis shall be placed on training
for every level of worker in the public
service.
• A new Performance Appraisal System
shall be introduced in the public
service.
• Working hours shall be staggered.
• The services of government ofﬁces
will be available outside of normal
working hours.
• The outdated Industrial Relations
Act shall be repealed and replaced to
provide for:
– the speedy recognition of trade
unions
We want more of our citizens to share in greater prosperity.
That is why we will run our economy to create more wealth for everyone.
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– speedy resolution of the free
collective bargaining process
– the provision of an efﬁcient dispute
settlement regime
– the appointment of an independent

body to appoint Industrial Court
Judges thus ensures their
independence and security of tenure
of Industrial Court Judges
– the promotion of labour rights
– the promotion of workers’ rights
• We shall introduce laws to provide for
a minimum and basic ﬂoor of rights,
called the Basic Conditions of Work
Bill, for all workers across industrial
sectors.
• We shall introduce a Transfer
of Undertaking and Protection of
Employment (TUPE) laws to ensure
that workers maintain and enhance
all labour rights when commercial
undertakings change hands.
• We will guarantee security of tenure
of the Industrial Court judges.
• We will fully comply with the
International Convention on the
Prevention of Discrimination Against all
Workers and we will introduce Fairness
at Work Agendas for both public and
private enterprises.
• We will honour ILO conventions that
were executed and enact legislation
and create regulations to enforce them.
• We will undertake a massive retraining exercise for all low-paid,
low-skilled and exploited workers in the
current State-run work programmes.
Such exploited workers will receive
basic training in math, English and
basic use of IT courses, in addition
to core training in selected vocational
areas, which constitute the jobs of the
future.
• We shall promote regular non-conﬂict
collaboration among the tripartite

partners to reduce and eradicate
the adversarial culture prevalent in
traditional industrial relations, which
has stymied industrial peace.
• We will move to immediately
upgrade and expand the human
resources required in critical divisions
such as conciliation and the labour
inspectorate.
• The UNC/Alliance will put in
place the structures for the full
implementation of the Occupational
Safety and Health Authority (OSHA)
within 6 months of coming into ofﬁce.
• We will restore the 10% of salary that
was taken away from public ofﬁcers.
• We will re-calculate the Public
Ofﬁcers’ Pensions, effective from the
date of retirement, based on the return
of the 10% that was taken away from
their salary.
• Instruct State enterprises to
implement a comprehensive
apprenticeship and On-The-Job
Training programme to start to ﬁll the
gap in expertise required to compete in
a knowledge economy.
• Re-organise the URP and CEPEP
workforce in the country to support
new comprehensive programmes,
building access roads, drainage
and other infrastructure to support
agriculture, and to establish and
upgrade local markets, community
centres, recreational facilities and
centres for cottage industries in all
communities.
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• Strategic worldwide
advertisement of Trinidad
& Tobago as a tourist and
eco-tourist destination.

• We shall support the
development of tourism
in Tobago through the
provision of ﬁscal incentives
to small business-persons,
particularly, in the food and
entertainment industry,
by providing training
and technical support in
the area of eco-tourism
and supporting greater
marketing of Tobago as a
tourist destination.

• We will assist businesses
seeking to promote ecotourism.
• Trinidad and Tobago
will seek to be a tourist
destination where visitors
can feel safe, move around
easily and be provided
with the same ﬁrst class
accommodation being
offered by other competitive
destinations.
• We will encourage
reliable, comfortable and
affordable links by air and
sea between the islands

• We will develop campsites
equipped with water,
roads, electricity and toilet
facilities, ﬁrst aid centres
at our natural tourist
attractions.
• We will develop and
maintain access to
numerous natural caves
throughout the island and
open up access to some
of our most beautiful but
inaccessible beaches like
Canary on the southern
coast.

• We will promote Trinidad
Carnival and the associated
build up to Carnival
throughout the world.
• A UNC/Alliance
government will review the
required travel documents
for visiting Trinidad &
Tobago with a view to
joining our Caribbean
neighbours in accepting
alternate travel documents
thus, maximising the inﬂow
of tourists to our isles.

“We shall support the development
of tourism in Tobago through the
provision of ﬁscal incentives to
small business-persons.

“

Creating wealth through tourism

“Trinidad and Tobago will seek to be
a tourist destination where visitors
can feel safe, move around easily.

“
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9aluminium
. The UNC/Alliance government will not build
smelters on Cedros peninsula.

Strong communities
UNC/Alliance
Thebelieves
in:
Opportunity for all

We’ll create it, support it, and lead on making it
happen and help others prosper to create more
of it.
Responsibility by all
It is the duty of a well functioning society to
contribute within the framework offered, to seize
opportunities and to raise their families well.
Community of all

We know that sport at its community and youth
levels is a catalyst to create healthier, more
disciplined and more conﬁdent children, schools
and communities. We will reform the education
system to train young people to develop sports
as a profession and we will transform the
economy by making sports a viable industry.
And we know that the arts and our culture
contribute to more cohesive societies. We have a
rich cultural heritage in Trinidad and Tobago; one
that the PNM Government seems too eager to
squander. The UNC Alliance will preserve and
enhance the contribution that our culture makes
to building strong communities.

And above all else, we believe that strong
communities help us to achieve these.

We know too that we only have one home
– our planet Earth. We will treat our planet as
though we mean to be using it forever. The
UNC/Alliance will change the existing culture
of environmental destruction and waste to one
of preserving, enhancing and appreciating the
beauty and wealth of our country’s environment.

That is why we will accelerate the
decentralisation process to bring government
closer to the people, to engage the energy of
the population in transformation and to create
greater ownership of communities by fostering a
spirit of collaboration and partnership.

The UNC/Alliance will protect the environment
for our future generations. Our priorities on the
environment are conservation of energy, and
development of alternate energy sources, clean
air, clean water, clean rivers, clean beaches and
energy-efﬁcient buildings.

This is what we will build together with the
people, led by politicians who are on the side of
all Trinbagonians.

Local Government
• The UNC/Alliance will establish
mechanisms to ensure that Local
Government Corporations are properly
equipped to perform their functions
effectively.
• Safeguards will be established to
ensure that these bodies operate with
transparency and are fully accountable
to ensure that they not only receive
value for money spent, but that public
funds are not misused.
• We shall provide support to identify
and expand the developmental role of
Local Government Corporations within
local communities.

Our vision of Trinidad and Tobago is one where everyone has a stake based on equal rights, where
they pay their dues by exercising responsibility in return, and where local communities shape their
own futures.

36

ills including drugs, HIV/AIDS and
domestic violence amongst others.
– Environmental campaigns to effect
a more harmonious relationship
between human beings and nature.
– Youth development programmes.
– Collaborating with the NGO
community.
– Celebration of festivals and national
holidays.
– Neighbourhood development policy.

This will include:
– Support for charitable causes in the
community.

– Attracting investments to local
communities in collaboration with
regional business organisations and
relevant government agencies.

– Maintenance of homes for the aged,
as well as support to homes for
battered and abused women and
children.

– Crime ﬁghting and the enforcement
of laws such as praedial larceny and
nuisance crimes like littering and
vandalism.

– Lifestyle campaigns to achieve
healthy life styles, to ﬁght social

– Development and maintenance of
agricultural access roads.

– Poverty alleviation.
• The UNC/Alliance administration
will encourage and support Local
Government Corporations to engage
in collaborative planning, advocacy,
public protection and security,
targeted investment and innovative
management.
• We shall enact legislation to
guarantee an adequate level of funding
to each corporation, which will enable
them to carry out developmental
functions in accordance with their
strategic plans.
• The provision in the Municipal
Corporations Act 1990, which gives a
local government body the power to
raise loans for undertaking projects, will
be invoked to allow Local Government
bodies to raise loans for developmental
objectives once the conditions set out
in the law are met.
• Local Government Corporations will
be resourced to be the catalyst for
regional development.
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Environment
• The UNC/Alliance Government
will not build aluminium smelters on
Cedros peninsula.
• We shall introduce the Planning and
Development of Land Bill (PDLB)
to govern land use planning and
development.
• We will ensure that Powergen and
Trinity Power must harness their hot
gas emissions, install waste heat
boilers and low pressure turbines.
• Other industrial consumers of natural

gas will be encouraged to harness
their hot gas emissions for use in their
processes, such as, to produce heat,
drive pumps or turbines. This will
conserve the usage of natural gas and
reduce the effects of hot gas emissions
• We shall implement a massive
programme of re-forestation and the
beautiﬁcation of all highways and
public places by the planting of trees
and ﬂowers.
• We will promote re-cycling by both
domestic and industrial consumers

• We shall appoint litter wardens in all
Regional Corporations for the purpose
of environmental protection.
• We will encourage community and
family bonding with the establishment
of:
– Parks in each community
– A window to the sea in each of our
costal community
– Fishing ponds in each community.

Sports
• We will re-introduce sports into the
curriculum of all schools.
• The UNC/Alliance will invest
heavily in those three critical inputs
that are required for the development
of sports from the children of a
community to the superstars of the
world stage. These are:
- Proper playing and training facilities
- Effective coaching and training
programmes
- Exposure/opportunities to compete
at a higher level.
• Sporting competitions will be
encouraged between villages
(communities), regions, and between
Trinidad and Tobago athletes, teams,
and their foreign counterparts. Upon
the test of exposure, the best will
move upwards and outwards from
their village, to their region, and
ultimately to the world stage.
• Positive spin-offs in terms of the
effects of the sport being promoted
or played in communities and in
the largest international venues
will be encouraged. Some of these
synergies will be seen in economic
terms, health and ﬁtness, community
and national well-being and pride,
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the reduction of crime,
education, culture, and
a sense of responsibility
and discipline
throughout the country.
• We will promote
the fast growing
phenomenon of Sports
Tourism. Sports and
Event Tourism is
the fastest growing
sector of the already
major world tourism
growth. By virtue of our
geographic location we
have the capability to
televise events live to
major markets in North
America, Europe, Africa
and South America in
quality viewing time. We
will aggressively market
‘Destination T&T’ as a
venue for major tennis,
golf, athletics, boxing
and other events, as well
as bringing cricket, football and other
teams here to train in their winter
seasons, to our already excellent
venues.
• Specialist Sports Colleges designed
with curricula to develop the talents
of young athletes will be introduced

to the Education system.
• Establishment of an International
centre for motor racing which will be
inclusive of motorcars, motorcycles
and go-karts. This centre would be
inclusive of training and maintenance
of motor vehicles, as well as motor
racing circuit equipment.
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A Fair and Equal Society

T

he UNC/Alliance
Government pledges
to create a meritocracy,
based on social justice,
equality of opportunity and
freedom of choice. We are
committed to providing an
environment for each citizen
to assert his/her rights before
lawful tribunals and courts
that are well equipped,
staffed and resourced.
We believe that every citizen

Equality for all

• The Equal Opportunity
Laws will be fully
implemented and
operational within 12 months
of a new UNC/Alliance
administration.
• An Equal Opportunities
Commission
(Representation and
Assistance in Discrimination
Proceedings) Law will be
introduced to provide for the
right to access to justice as
a fundamental element of

can make a contribution to our
society and that they deserve a
chance to play their part. That
is why we will promote social
cohesion, to enshrine equal
opportunity and to abridge the
gap between rich and poor, to
cushion the vulnerable in our
society and thereby eliminate
poverty, alienation and
discrimination in our society.
Legislation was implemented by
the UNC Government of 19952001 to empower and protect

the rule of law.
• Maximum human and
material resources will be
provided to strengthen the
Judiciary in its administration
of the justice system.
• The Legal Aid Service will
be expanded so that all
citizens are afforded legal
representation.
• We will introduce the
process of Referendum as

the rights of women through the
Minimum Wages Act, Domestic
Violence Act, Cohabitation
Relationships Act, Maternity
Protection Act and the Equal
Opportunities Act.
We remain committed to
protecting women generally
and their rights in particular,
ensuring the representation
of women at all levels of our
democracy and institutions.

a means of determining
fundamental issues, e.g.
Constitutional Reform, which
shall be administered by a
Referendum Commission.

pursue the introduction
of the citizen’s right to
recall the parliamentary
representatives for
specialised breaches.

• We shall improve the
quality of representation at
both the community level
and the parliamentary level
and allocate adequate
resources to facilitate
service to the citizen.

• Appoint a Constitution
Commission to initiate the
process of Constitutional
reform involving widespread
consultation with the
population and engendering
consensus-building in
arriving at a blueprint for a
new constitution.

• The UNC/Alliance shall

Reducing poverty and developing a fair society

10
. We will reduce the pensionable
age from 65 to 60 years and increase the

old aged pension to $3,000.00 per month.

All citizens are equal and deserve to be treated with dignity and respect. The UNC/Alliance is ﬁghting to
make sure that everyone is included in our great country and that nobody feels discriminated against because of his or her colour or creed.
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• The UNC/Alliance will
reform the social services
delivery system to allow
equal access by reducing
the bureaucracy in
accessing social services;
by providing better
incentives for social workers
and probation ofﬁcers to
attract and keep them in the
service; and by establishing
a social compact to include
all citizens, as well as
interest groups.

• We will introduce strategies
to lower food prices and
make proper and healthier
foods available to all
citizens.
• We will introduce a
creative and radically
transforming programme
for the industrialisation of
communities through the
development of cottage
industries, agriculture and
agro-industries.
• We will establish a regime

of mapping poverty by
establishing a grid and
assigning welfare ofﬁcers
across Trinidad and Tobago
to gather information on
poverty. Such information
will inform our policy
formulation and income redistribution strategies.

• We will make known all the
Social Assistance Grants
for those in distress such as
destruction by ﬁre, ﬂood etc.
that is presently available
but not known to all. We will
ensure that these Social
Assistance Grants are fairly
and equally distributed.

• Special focus will be
placed on strengthening
the family. We will provide
extra support for family
mediation and family court
intervention and arbitration
to reduce domestic conﬂict
and promote the family
as an institution for social
development.

• We will review the current
NIS beneﬁt regime to
ensure that grants, public
assistance and pensions
reasonably match cost of
living requirements.

• All homeless citizens
(including vagrants) shall
be housed in special
facilities where care and
rehabilitation can take place.
• We will increase Public
Assistance and Disability
grant to $3000.00 monthly.

• We will make every effort
to bring every employee
under the NIS, thus
increasing its funding.
• We will grant 100% of NIS
contributions Tax Free
• We will establish a NIS
Minimum Pension of
$2,500.00 per Month.
• We will increase the
spouse, dependent

children and dependent
relative allowance from
approximately $350.00
per month to 75% of the
members’ monthly pension.
These increases will be
retroactive to January 1,
2007 in order to take care
of those people who are
presently receiving as little
as $300.00 per month.
• We will take immediate
steps to ensure that
these NIS Pensions and
Allowances are indexed to
the Cost of Living.
• We will build more homes
for physically challenged
persons.
• The UNC/Alliance will
strengthen the institutional
framework for building
partnerships with the
Non-Governmental
Organisations (NGO’s)
and the Community Based
Organisations (CBOs).
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A fair deal for older people
• We will reduce the
pensionable age from 65
to 60 years to commence
receipt of old Age
pensions.

• We will increase the
provision of leisure time
facilities for the elderly
and build senior citizens
recreational centres.

• We will remove
all restrictions and
qualiﬁcations for people
to receive an Old Age
Pension and thus every
citizen will automatically
receive a State-funded
Old Age Pension upon
attaining the age of sixty
(60) years.

• We will enact one
pension law, which will
permit employees to
contribute tax free up to
25% of their salary so that
they can provide a decent
pension for themselves at
retirement.

• We will increase the old
aged pension to $3,000.00
per month.
• We will repeal the senior
citizen grants law and
replace it with a Senior
Citizens Pension, which
will make it compulsory.
• We will introduce a
Senior Citizens card that
will allow them a range of
services either free or at
reduced cost.

• We will establish a
contributory Pension Fund
for all Public Ofﬁcers.
• We will establish a
Pension Plan Fund
for Government dailypaid employees, URP
and CEPEP workers
to be funded by a joint
contribution from the
employee and the
employer. The State will
initially provide an increase
in salary equivalent to the
employees’ contribution to
assist the employee to fund
this pension plan.

• The elimination of all forms
of discrimination against
women by promoting
gender equity enforced by
strong Equal Opportunities
Legislation and informed by
a National Gender Policy.
• Speciﬁc legislation to
combat sexual harassment
in the workplace, enforced
by a Sexual Harassment
Commission attached to the
Ministry of Labour. Public
and private corporations
will be held responsible for
failure to take adequate
steps to protect employees
from sexual harassment.
• Provision of required
resources to the Factory
Inspectorate of the Ministry
of Labour to eliminate
exploitation of women in the
workplace and to promote
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digniﬁed work and work
conditions with appropriate
pay.
• Establishment of Maternal
Health and Support Units
at every public health
facility in a decentralised
health system to provide
information and education
on the causes, symptoms,
treatment and prevention of
all diseases and illnesses
that affect women. Services
will include screening,
treatment, medication and
counselling for genderspeciﬁc physical and mental
illnesses.
• A regular mobile
clinic programme will
reach women in rural
communities.
• Implementation of a
comprehensive programme
of services to protect
victims of domestic violence
including:
– The resurrection and
revitalisation of the

• We shall implement
the provisions of the
Children’s Act and expedite
the establishment of the
children’s authority.
• We shall establish
a programme for the
provision of ‘A Lap-Top
Computer for every Youth’
after the requisite training.
• Introduce in Parliament
legislation for the
establishment of a Young
Offender’s Court.

lack of civic responsibility
plaguing our youth. We will
invest heavily in conﬂict
resolution programmes
in the schools and
communities. Community
organisations will receive
assistance to undertake
youth programmes in
targeted communities.
• We will initiate targeted
social policies, using highly
trained personnel to assist
our youth in the educational
system and within
communities to recognise
the signs of stress and
learn to relieve it in healthy
ways.

• We will establish a
minimum pension of
$2,000.00 per month for
public ofﬁcers and increase
this minimum pension for
all present public ofﬁcers
who are on retirement and
all widows and orphans
pensions.

• Establish in partnership
with youth organisations, an
expanded comprehensive
apprenticeship programme
and expansion of the
On-the-Job Training
programmes involving
the public sector and
established private
enterprises and small
businesses.

• We will provide meanstested assistance to
senior citizens for repairs
and rehabilitation of their
homes.

• Entrepreneurial activities
will be introduced within the
communities to occupy our
youth in sustainable income
-generating activities.

• As part of a wide-ranging
programme to develop
care, civic-mindedness and
compassion among the
youth, we will introduce
a “Green to Grey”
programme to allow the
youth to work, support
and provide care for
the elderly, particularly
pensioners living alone
and those with major
illnesses.

• The UNC/Alliance
will address the burning
problem of discipline and a

• University students
pursuing a career in
social work will receive

A fair deal for women
To address the unique
needs of women in a
modern Trinidad and
Tobago, the UNC/Alliance
commits to the following
initiatives:

A fair deal for our youth

university credits for their
voluntary social work
services.
• The establishment of
apprentice skills training
and development centres
in each community will be
partly funded by providing
services to the government
and the private sector.
• The UNC/Alliance
Government will review
the present scholarship
programme by:
– Increasing the quantum
to meet the reality of
today’s cost
– Including postgraduate
degrees in theprogramme
– Increasing the number of

scholarships allocated
– Introducing specialised
scholarships to meet the
demands of Trinidad and
Tobago society
– Allocating scholarships
for persons who are
differently abled
• We will provide a
50% subsidy for private
boarding and lodging for all
university students.
• We will expand the range
of courses offered at
university level.
• We will provide adequate
protection for the nation’s
young people attending all
educational institutions.

A fair deal for Tobago
Community Policing
Section
– Revamping the Domestic
Violence Unit within the
Gender Affairs Division
– Increasing the number of
domestic violence safe
houses and apartments to
house victims of domestic
violence.
– Creating a special
department in the Legal
Aid Services to attend to
domestic violence victims
seeking protection.
• Tax breaks and other
incentives to businesses
that establish day care
facilities at workplaces to
assist working parents.
Similar assistance would
be available through the
Early Childhood Education
Centres, primary schools
and homework centres.
• Special Programmes
through the Gender Affairs
Division and in collaboration

organisations for women
to develop and enhance
their leadership skills and
qualities.
• Revising the mandate
of the Gender Affairs
Division to serve also
as a monitoring unit for
the implementation of
gender-speciﬁc initiatives,
conduct gender research
and to develop measures
to address emerging
challenges.
• Review of the curriculum
to provide education,
awareness, support and
guidance to young persons,
particularly girls, on
reproductive health and life
decisions.
• In recognition of the
duel burden of women
at home and at the
workplace, a UNC /Alliance
administration will pursue
policies to allow women to
have ﬂexible working hours.

• We are committed to the
establishment of a Tobago
Constitutional Reform
Commission, which will
explore with the people
of Tobago the issues of
greater autonomy, which
we support.
• The UNC/Alliance
is committed to the
accelerated development
of Tobago and will allocate
the necessary resources to
do so .
• We will facilitate the
upgrading of the Tobago
air transportation system to
international standards.

agricultural policy that
will provide greater food
security, reforestation and
a vibrant agro-processing
industry in Tobago.
• We shall support the
development of tourism
in Tobago through the
provision of ﬁscal incentives
to small business-persons,
particularly, in the food and
entertainment industry,
by providing training
and technical support in
the area of eco-tourism
and supporting greater
marketing of Tobago as a
tourist destination.

• We shall support the
decentralisation of sea
transportation to allow
the Tobago authorities to
acquire and manage its sea
transport facilities.

• We shall improve the road
transportation network,
in particular from Crown
Point to east Tobago,
including the realignment
of the road from Delaford to
Charlotteville.

• We are committed to
the formulation of an

• The sewerage system
for Tobago shall be

reconstituted to meet the
growing needs of the hotel
industry.
• The Tobago Hotel School
shall be expanded and
restructured to offer full
degree programmes.
• Special schools for
agriculture, information
technology and tourism will
be introduced in the sister
isle
• A Tobago teacher training
facility will be established.
• The Scarborough Hospital
shall be completed as a
priority.
• Primary healthcare
facilities shall be upgraded
and opened for extended

hours so that they are
available at times more
convenient to citizens, and
also to reduce out-of-hours
demands on hospitals.
• New health centres will
be constructed in Tobago
subject to need.
• A Tobago Land
Commission will be
established to develop
procedures for the
regularisation of land
entitlement and to examine
the feasibility of a Tobago
Land Registry.
• The Judicial system
shall be strengthened by
increasing the number of
Magistrates’ Courts and by
introducing longer tenure.
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“We will establish
transportation to allow the Tobago authorities to
acquire and manage its sea transport facilities.

A fair deal for Laventille
• We will repair or construct
modern community facilities.
• We will establish a
maintenance programme
to maintain all community
facilities, all places of
worship and recreational
facilities.
• We will introduce a
system for providing food
for the needy, which will
encompass both the hamper
and smart card system.
• We will upgrade and
maintain the physical
infrastructure: roads, drains,
pavements, utility poles and
intervene to prevent land
slippage.
• We will introduce into
the education curriculum
the teaching of civics,
basic economics and
entrepreneurship.
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• We will establish an
apprenticeship system
with a dedicated trade
school. Partial funding for
this system will be derived
from services provided to
the government and private
sector. Tutors will be drawn
from retired skilled artisans
and technicians.
• An employment bureau
with a skills bank for the
members of the community
will be established.
• The UNC/Alliance is
committed to a programme
of regularisation of land
tenure in Laventille.
• We will develop a
programme of assistance
for the development of
entrepreneurs.
• We will re-introduce
the Industrial Cottages
programme.

• We will establish a system
for community conﬂict
resolution.
• We use State lands on
the foothills of the northern
range for reforestation and
agriculture and use new and
innovative technology to
preserve the environment,
create employment within
the community and reduce
the cost of food.
• We will assist and
encourage members of
the Sea Lots community
to become involved in the
ﬁshing industry.
• We will re-establish the
UNC school textbook
assistance programme.
• We will de-shift all schools
throughout the country.
Within the ﬁrst two years of
governance every school
in Laventille will be deshifted. We will introduce

an intervention programme
to end gang wars involving,
among other things, a
peace initiative in highrisk communities involving
NGOs, the Community
Police, professional social
workers and inﬂuential
members of the community.

“

“

“We shall support the decentralisation of sea

a maintenance
programme to
maintain all
community
facilities, all
places of worship
and recreational
facilities.

• We will introduce
incentives to encourage the
surrender of illegal guns.
• Special training centres
dedicated to computer
training (data entry and
computer repair), remedial
Mathematics and English
will be set up.
• We will establish a
programme dedicated to reintegrating ex-prisoners into
society.
• Community policing and
a regional cooperation
constabulary will be reestablished.
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11Trinidad
. We will utilise our foreign embassies to gain economic value for
and Tobago by identifying trade, investment and economic

Our Place in the World

opportunities to create more wealth for our nation and our citizens.

T

rinidad and Tobago
needs a government
ready and able to stand
up for our interests and
values.

We want to play a leading role
in developing and modernising
the Caribbean countries, but
we know that we must ﬁrst ‘put
our own house in order’ and

reverse the negative impacts
on our own country of so many
years of PNM rule.

Looking after our interests in an unstable world

The foreign policy of the UNC/Alliance will be re-shaped to link external affairs with national objectives and
to enhance business and commercial development.

• The UNC/Alliance will
introduce and implement
a Caribbean-wide Human
Rights Act in Trinidad
and Tobago. This will
guarantee the protection of
fundamental human rights
supported universally in the
international community
and acknowledged within
national constitutions.
• International coordination

46

will be enhanced between
local security agencies
and key international
organisations involved
in the ﬁght against transnational crime, narcotrafﬁcking and terrorism.
• A distinct programme will
be promoted termed ‘From
brain drain to brain gain’,
the objective of which will
be to attract our citizens

who have studied abroad
or now reside and work
in targeted countries and
territories.

our Caribbean neighbours
to achieve economies of
scale to beneﬁt all our
citizens.

• We will establish
economic partnerships with
our Caribbean and Latin
American neighbours, and
other friendly nations.

• We will utilise our
foreign embassies to gain
economic value for Trinidad
and Tobago by identifying
trade, investment and
economic opportunities to
create more wealth for our
nation and our citizens.

• We will utilise the natural
production platforms of
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We solemnly pledge to:
1. Reduce the cost of living and create
better jobs and careers for all

2. Make you and the nation safer
3. Build more schools and improve education
4. Develop a vibrant agriculture industry
5. End trafﬁc problems so you can do the things you enjoy
6. Prevent ﬂooding
7. Bring water and electricity to all

These seven pledges we will
uphold, defend and exemplify,
in the interest of our beloved Nation...

UNITED
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