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GREETINGS FROM
THE LEADER

1

“THE UNITED ST. MAARTEN PARTY WILL
REMAIN STEADFAST AND HONEST IN
SEEKING YOUR VOTE, AND
WILL PROVIDE THE RELIABLE
REPRESENTATION THE PEOPLE
DESERVE.”
—FRANS RICHARDSON, #1, USP
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ou are looking for a better way
of life and expanded opportunities for your family. You
want to know what government can do for you and how it will increase your pride and investment in St.
Maarten. You are looking for political
leaders who say what they mean, and
are not afraid to speak out. You want St
Maarten to advance . . . now and in the
future. You are tired of promises and
prefer action to talk. I know you want
these things because they are the same
things I want; the same things every
candidate of the USP will fight for.
St. Maarten is a dynamic place—37
square miles, (Dutch and French sides)
of elevation that starts at the Caribbean Sea to its highest point, Pic Paradis. Our
national resources include unique cultural traditions and natural characteristics such
as ponds, lagoons, hillsides, coral reefs, and beautiful beaches, making us one of the
most popular vacation spots in the world.
As leader of the USP, I understand our most valuable resource is our people, approximately 55.000; a rich mixture of heritage, languages, religions and ages.
We have so much to offer each other and teach the world. There is amazing potential
on this island, but not everyone has a fair shot to advance and enjoy a better quality
of life. Even this island paradise has challenges to overcome. And during each phase
of our history, we have done just that—overcome, survive, thrive and become better
through struggle.
Self-determination is vital. That’s why the 2000 referendum adopted by the citizens of St. Maarten is so important—it made us a self-governing country within the
Kingdom of the Netherlands.
With Self-Governance comes the responsibility for us to manage our economic, political, and social futures in a manner which best serves the interest of St.
Maarten’s citizens
St. Maarten and its people face modern-day challenges related to economic, environmental, social sustainability and global expansion. The world is shrinking and
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our young people must be prepared for intense competition on a local as well as an
international level. There is much to do, and that is the purpose of our Manifesto.
This Manifesto is our blueprint towards building a secure, equitable and prosperous
St. Maarten for all. It is a record of the issues the United St. Maarten Party believes
will have the greatest impact on citizens in the coming months and years. Finally,
this Manifesto represents the goals articulated in our Mission, Vision, and Value
statement. To summarize:
Mission—The United St. Maarten Party (USP) is committed to expanding opportunities to all residents by providing social, economic and political resources that
will maximize their power as citizens and voters.
Vision—The vision of the USP links the dreams and desires of St. Maarten’s citizens with the social, economic and political solutions government can provide.
Values—The core values of the USP provide the founding principles on which it
operates, namely inclusion, unity, excellence, dedication, integrity and the upholding
of the constitution of St. Maarten.
The USP wants to earn your trust, your confidence . . . and your vote. Remember,
we say what we mean . . . and we mean what we say.
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GREETINGS FROM
THE USP YOUTH WING

T

he USP Youth Wing will serve as an instrument of
positive change in our families, schools, workplaces and
communities. We will use our talents and opportunities
to improve society while learning how tobest represent
the people and interests of St. Maarten. As we learn from our
experienced USP leaders and colleagues, we will raise our voices
to support enhancements to education, sports, cultural activities,
protection of heritage and a reinvigorated job market. We are
young but the Youth Wing of the USP is excited, motivated and
dedicated to a better Sint Maarten.
—TAMMIE MARSHAM
PRESIDENT, USP YOUTH WING
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Frans Richardson, #1: “The United St. Maarten Party will be
converting ideas into action. It will be an honor to be re-elected to
serve this diverse community. I will continue to create jobs, empower our young people and better serve our senior citizens..”

Leona Marlin-Romeo, #2: “Our nation needs my voice—a
voice that understands and respects inclusion, excellence and
dedication; a voice that promotes a strong economic, social
and education agenda. I will bring an honest and challenging voice that will uphold our constitution. You can trust me
with your vote and to protect your interests.”
Anna Rabess-Richardson, #3: “I want to serve those who
need a strong voice in government. I want to make a difference so that children today will be leaders tomorrow, not
only in St. Maarten, but also on the world stage. I ask for
your vote with humility because being called to this cause is
an honor I don’t take lightly. Vote for me and see.”
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Rueben J. Thompson, #4: “The strength of St. Maarten’s
economy (job creation and job security) depends on the level of nature conservation and environmental care. To ensure
the long-term sustainability of St. Maarten’s economy, we
must implement and enforce ways to encourage and stimulate economic growth while protecting the natural environment and improving the overall quality of life.”
Lisa Alexander, #5: “I believe in true democracy, whereby
the common people are considered the primary source of
political voice and power and that the effectiveness of true
Democracy is measured by the degree of citizens'
involvement. I believe a true democracy is based on the
principles of laws."
Harlec Doran, #6: “Economic development through
legislation will stimulate entrepreneurship and create jobs,
addressing a major issue among our youth. Well-executed
educational policies and management will help St. Maarten
meet employment goals and improve the local economy.”
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Richinel Brug, #7: “My experience as a Parliament staffer
and my travels have broadened my knowledge of local and
international law, and enhanced my problem-solving and
analytical skills. I have the vision and values needed to move
our beloved nation forward. I love St. Maarten too much to
let the next four years look like the last four years.”
Fernando Clark, #8: “I am known to be vocal, particularly
on social and political issues. That is what voters need—
someone who will boldly tackle the issues they care about.
I know I can speak for citizens who need a stronger voice in
Parliament. I am motivated and ready to serve.”

Earl Duzong, #9: “My goal is simple—to improve living
conditions for all citizens of St. Maarten. I believe we can
best do that by expanding cultural facilities for young people, implementing more sports programs and upgrading the
education system.”
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Myrna Richardson, #10: “I’m quiet and humble at first
glance but I’m a strong woman, and I want women, especially young girls, to realize how special they are. We need to
improve the education system, offer more social programs
for youth and lower taxes. I will dare to make a difference
every day. Get to know me.”
Sergio Bryson, #11: “I’m a very modern-day working man,
with experiences from abroad and from here in St. Maarten.
I’m known to be a good listener. That’s what voters need—a
person who will listen to their needs and act on their behalf.
I’m that person.”

Curtis Thomas, #12: “There are too many broken homes. If
you want a change in our youth, it starts at home. I want to
create an equal and sustainable living environment for all the
citizens of St. Maarten.”
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Jeanine Espacia, #13: “I enjoy communicating in several
languages. Language provides a wonderful way into people’s culture and I want to talk to everyone on St. Maarten
about why they should vote for me—in English, Dutch and
Spanish.”

Roberto Hunt, #14: “We must be entrepreneurial in our
thinking and come up with new ways to enhance our
positives, while meeting economic and social challenges.
I’m running to make a difference. I honestly believe that
voters want a change that is uplifting, not hear the same old
song-and-dance about what’s wrong. St. Maarten is a strong
nation, on the move.”
Lloyd Paul, #15: “I want to serve because I know how to
get things done. Citizens need representatives who will
speak for them while keeping their pride and dignity intact.
I’m certain I can create positive change for the people of
St. Maarten because they’re counting on me, and I have no
intention of letting them down.”

17

18

UNITED
ST. MAARTEN
PARTY

P

P

UNITED
ST. MAARTEN
PARTY

P

LOOKING AHEAD
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LOOKING AHEAD

T

he United St. Maarten Party enthusiastically embraces each challenge
which comes with public service, understanding that renewing and refining a nation is a never-ending process which demands patience, compassion and an ever-expanding vision. It is naïve to believe that all problems
can be solved simultaneously Real change, lasting change will require that the public
and private sector work together.
The USP believes it is time for change in the way we conduct our country’s affairs.
If St. Maarten is to survive and thrive, the USP believes in leadership that considers the future, not just the past and present. Looking ahead may provide answers
for contemporary times. The USP believes there is merit in using all our cognitive
powers to figure out what could and what should happen in our nation. We should
understand what’s going on now, investigate trends, analyze and report findings,
open our minds to possibilities, then implement policy.
To prepare, we must start at home. USP believes these are the vital areas where
change will have the greatest impact for the greatest number of people—Sustainable
Economic Development and Tax Reform. They are ranked in this order not because
we think one is more important than the other but because fixing one will allow us
to create a financial domino effect that will have a positive impact on the rest.
Mature leadership requires that you choose priorities to the best of your ability and
carry out your plan so that the people most in need will not continue to suffer.
Change costs, and it is clear we must start to fix major problems by focusing on
Sustainable Development and Tax Reform.
Please take time to consider these points of view. No one party can fix everything
at once. But patient, disciplined leadership will bring about the solutions
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SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT
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T

he term sustainable development seems to have become a catchphrase
amongst current and aspiring decision makers. This term is often used
but its implementation has until now been seldom pursued. The United
St. Maarten Party aims to change this and will spearhead the initiatives to
implement sustainable development practices on St. Maarten.
Sustainable Development is about long-term vision and planning; it is about
meeting the needs of today’s citizens and society without adversely affecting the
ability of future generations to meet their own needs. As tourism and tourism related
services are the driving force of St. Maarten’s economy, accounting for an estimated
80 percent of the island’s economic activity, sustainable development in St. Maarten,
calls for sustainable tourism (main economic pillar). Sustainable tourism refers
to tourism which is developed and maintained in such a manner and scale that it
remains viable in the long run and does not degrade the social, natural and cultural environment in which it exists to such an extent that it prohibits the successful
development of other activities.
In order to really develop sustainably and in doing so successfully diversify St.
Maarten’s economy we need to accept a few facts:
• St. Maarten is only sixteen square miles, there is a limit to the extent of physical
growth, a carrying capacity (in the sense of construction).
• Not every square meter of concrete poured or vegetation cleared is a sign of
progress.
• A limit to physical growth, due to our relatively small landmass, does not mean
a limit to economic growth nor does it restrict us to a one-pillar economy.
Having said that, St. Maarten’s economy will to a large extent, continue to be
dependent on tourism, all the more reason to care for our natural and cultural
resources wisely.
The USP believes that the primary responsibility for stimulating sustainable action
lies with government. Sustainable Development must therefore be the core mission
of all Government legislation, policies, programs and initiatives. This calls for an integration of comprehensive economic, social and conservation strategies and requires
the combined efforts of all of society; citizens, businesses and the government.
Upon election to parliament the USP will work towards the sustainable development
of the island in the broadest sense of the word through the implementation of ap-
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propriate legislation and incentives. Our sustainable development strategies include:
• Developing and providing for the highest quality education system and services.
• Integrating sustainable management practices with economic development
strategies.
• Addressing poverty by ensuring development benefits all of society and by stimulating social inclusion and participation.
• Responsible use and management of Natural Resources.
• Respect for, appreciation, maintenance, restoration of Cultural Heritage
(tangible and intangible).
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DEVELOPMENT
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Economic development aims to improve the standard of living through the
de-liberate and concerted actions of legislators, other decision makers and the
sound management of existing resources.
About 80 percent of our labor force is in one way or another part of the
tourism sector and considering our size, the numbers are staggering: Almost two million visitors to our country arrived by cruise ship and 500,000
through Princess Juliana International Airport, recent statistics show. It is
essential that we continue to deliver great service to guests and maintain good
relations with industry officials. Sloppy work and lax attention to details may
have a costly impact.
Studies also show that 70 percent of buying experiences are based on how
customers feel they were treated. USP will work with tourist officials to ensure
that we meet and exceed visitor expectations.
One way to do this is to think outside the box and consider the advantages
we already possess and build on our strengths. The USP proposes three major
initiatives to spur economic development, which will require increased cooperation of the public and private sector. They are: Sports Tourism, Medical
Tourism and Tax Reform.
Sports Tourism
Sports Tourism can be defined as travel to observe or participate in a
sport-ing event outside your usual environment. Brazil, host of the recent
World Cup, is a prime example, so are the various countries that will host
the Olym-pics in coming years.
The most popular global sports include soccer, cricket and basketball, tennis and golf. St. Maarten already offers great facilities for recreational sports
and we should continue to take care that they remain modern, convenient
and world-class in comfort and service. Now, let’s kick our thinking up a
notch or two we would see a wonderful opportunity to expand our tourism
into the sports arena. Let’s focus on soccer and cricket, which have amazing
followings.
Soccer boasts an estimated three-and-a-half billion fans worldwide, with
cricket at about three billion. With numbers that large, St. Maarten need only
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lure a small percentage of fans to make large profits from sponsors, concessions and patronage at hotels and restaurants. And how do we expand our
tourism to include sports? New facilities.
The United St. Maarten will launch a study to determine the feasibility of
a constructing soccer and cricket fields to attract a wave of new tourists and
enhance the experience of existing visitors. This commission will be required
to determine consumer interest, potential profits, social and environmental
impacts, traffic low—just about everything that is needed to make a sound
judgment.
This venture will require the cooperation of government and business,
with benefits that will strengthen our economy, provide needed jobs, and
create new corporate citizens who can help with other enterprises. The sheer
number of fans and popularity of these sports make this proposal a key idea
in development because of the potential to add millions of dollars to our
local economy and enhance our global reputation as a must-see destination.
Medical Tourism
Medical Tourism simply means traveling across international borders to obtain health care. Recent statistics show more than seven million international
citizens cross borders annually to get cheap but effective surgeries and other
treatments. The money generated totals $40 billion.
What’s needed to expand into the medical tourism sector? St. Maarten
must expand its medical infrastructure and ensure that board certified
dentists, doctors, and surgeons are available, and we must determine which
specialties to focus on to carve a niche in this highly competitive market.
Our big advantage, no matter which direction we choose, is our existing
tourism. Our tropical climate and trade winds provide moderate temperatures, creating a proper environment for treatment and rehabilitation.
Our other advantage is our location—we can attract medical tourists from
our existing visitor base and market to tourists in other countries in the
region..
Again, a special commission composed of, independent consultants,
government officials and business leaders will study how to best take advantage of this opportunity and determine how St. Maarten and its people will
benefit.
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TAX REFORM
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hen citizens anywhere in the world complain about taxes it is usually
not about the legal obligation or their use to provide services. Most
complains are about fairness. Too many people feel that they unfairly carry the brunt of the tax burden. And that is no joke.
Creating an equitable tax system is a delicate balancing act. Citizens rightly seek reforms that will allow them to better care for their families and retirement. Businesses
want fair taxes so they can be profitable, grow, and provide a return to investors. And
government officials must balance these objectives with having enough money to
provide essential services to citizens.
Nonetheless, tax reform that tries to be fair to all can be the greatest advantage to
economic development because everyone feels like they are contributing and receiving their fair share.
The United St. Maarten proposes a reform in the tax system and tax administration,
shifting from direct to indirect taxes. This reform will give the people of St. Maarten
much needed tax relief and more spending power, particularly those in the lower
income brackets.
Tax reform as proposed by the USP will create a win-win-win scenario for the citizens, businesses, and the government by creating the much needed stimulus, more
economic activities, more jobs, and increased prosperity for St. Maarten as a society
in general.
The most important element of the tax reform is the change from Turnover Tax
(ToT) to a Sales Tax (increase of one percent) together with a reduction of the wage-,
and profit tax rates (decrease of 5-to-15 percent). This will give the taxpayers considerably more money to spend after taxes.
The change will also spread the total tax burden more fairly and evenly over residents
and visitors alike. As a result, more people will contribute to government’s coffers, so
that every individual taxpayer can pay less.
The estimated effect of a shift from direct to indirect taxes before tax relief . . .
Between 2015 and 2017, a total of ANG $87 million will become available to give
back to the taxpayers in the form of reduction in the wage and income tax rates. Tax
reform creates across-the-board benefits to all segments of society.
Benefits to Citizens
• Increased net income
• More spending power
• Fair distribution
• Lower administrative costs
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Benefits to Business
• Increased revenues
• Lower administrative costs
• Lower costs of compliance
• Certainty
Benefits to Government
• Higher compliance
• More income
• Compliance with international guidelines
• Larger tax base
Benefits to Economy
• Increased activity and initiative
• Greater investments
• Job growth
• Less dependence on external events
This massive undertaking will require crucial elements be met through continuous
cooperation between citizens, business and government. They include:
• Coordination with officials from the French side
• Adjustment of minimum wage
• Creating a consensus/consultation model (SER)
• Price control and consumer protection
• Long-term political commitment
• Improved functioning of taxes
• Higher tax morale
Prior to implementing tax reform, the effects must be carefully calculated and
considered in detail. The impact to citizens, business, and government must be understood. But it is clear we must do something to revamp our tax system and restore
confidence in government. In addition to the reduction of wage and income tax
rates, other elements of reform should be considered:
• Rate adjustment for other taxes
• Reduction or exemption of taxes on basic goods like diapers, milk, etc.
• Tax incentives to stimulate healthy eating and living
• Increasing the current tax-free income
• Adjustments to subsidies, pensions, and social security benefits
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Upon election to parliament the United St. Maarten Party will see to it that all
required preparations are made and requirements are put in place for tax reform to
take place. The people of St. Maarten need it. Our businesses deserve it. The USP
will deliver.
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Education
Quality education forms a core component of any successful, dynamic and sustainable society. Developing and providing for the highest quality education system and
services is, therefore, one of the United St. Maarten Party’s main goals. The USP will
give St. Maarten’s education system the attention it rightfully deserves. All citizens
must be provided with the opportunity to equip themselves with the knowledge and
skills needed to become flourishing members of society. Upon Election to Parliament
the United St. Maarten Party will work towards achieving quality education by:
• Establishing benchmarks for teachers on St. Maarten and consistently only
hiring Teachers who meet the established criteria (training and hiring quality
teachers)
• Providing professional development opportunities to enhance the skills and
achievements of School Managers, their assistants and members of School
Boards.
• Working towards the presence of Assistant Teachers in each classroom (by
2020).
• Providing the division for Public Education with its own budget in order to cut
bureaucracy and increase efficiency.
• Implementing a breakfast program for all primary and secondary schools;
• Effective and efficient use of the Education Budget, reviewing and reallocating
to priorities where necessary.
• Implementing a mentorship or apprenticeship program for young professionals/
pre-graduates whereby they are trained to fill relevant positions on St. Maarten.
• Extending School hours to include afternoon programs for sports, arts, social
sciences, excursions, and natural and cultural heritage education.
• Investing in programs for extra guidance with homework and tutoring sessions
aimed at decreasing the level of class repetitions (repeating a school year) and
curbing the amount of school drop outs.
• Providing for necessary material to allow teachers and pupils to make proper use
of technological advancements in order to aid both teaching and learning.
• Setting up special summer school programs, aimed at decreasing the level of
class repetitions. Such programs will be specifically geared to students who failed
one or two subjects and would provide tutoring and the opportunity to retake
tests, thereby facilitating student’s successful transition from one class to the next
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• Modifying education material/curriculum to include and integrate information
on natural and cultural heritage.
• Ensuring that education is inclusive and student centered; caters to all students
based on their specific needs and learning styles.
• Providing additional facilities to reduce overcrowding of schools; new classrooms
and schools where necessary.
• Encouraging and providing incentives for the Private Sector to invest in education programs and facilities.

Expansion of St. Maarten Medical Center

St. Maarten Medical Center must be enlarged to improve care. It was built in
1991, when there were fewer residents on the island. Today, there are more than
55,000 people registered on the Dutch side and more than 39,000 on the French
side. SMMC needs more care facilities, labs and specialists. The United St. Maarten
Party advocates:
• Recruiting medical and allied health specialists from neighboring island that
meet the medical standards established by the law of the Netherlands.
• Attracting and retaining local nurses and doctors with tax incentives.
• Tightening collections on insurance and patients to safeguard the hospital income and budget. SMMC should not have to send out reminders and knock on
doors to be paid for services rendered.
• Exploring additional resources through health, NGO and visitor philanthropy.

Sound Management of Natural Resources

St. Maarten’s natural surroundings, including ponds, lagoons, hills, valleys, beaches, the Caribbean Sea, Atlantic Ocean and coral reefs, play an important role in our
daily lives and have a positive effect on our health and overall well-being.
Members of the general public, environmental groups, visitors, local and international experts have long pointed out that St. Maarten’s natural resources are of
considerable socio-economic value and must be properly managed.
The proper management of natural resources has, however, never been high on the
political agenda of most of St. Maarten’s decision makers. Disregard for the island’s
natural resources and poorly planned development has prevailed for more than four
decades. As a consequence, there has been a tangible reduction in the amount of
green area, an almost systematic destruction of areas of recreational and natural value
and an overall reduction of the island’s level of biodiversity. No other island in the
Caribbean has sacrificed as much of its natural resources as St. Maarten has.
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The unparalleled changes on the island over the past decades have not only
reduced areas of ecological value but have also undermined the durability of our
economy. As tourism and related services are the driving force of St. Maarten’s economy, sustainable development in St. Maarten calls for sustainable tourism—tourism
which is developed and maintained in such a manner and scale that it remains viable
in the long run, does not degrade the natural environment, and does not prohibit
the successful development of other activities. The durability of St. Maarten’s economy, particularly job creation and job security, greatly depends on nature conservation and environmental care.
The United St. Maarten Party believes that in order to ensure the long-term
sustainability of St. Maarten’s economy, we must find, implement and enforce ways
to encourage and stimulate economic growth while protecting the natural environment, improving the overall quality of life of all residents and enhancing the on
island experience of our many visitors.
USP will introduce legislation, policies and plans aimed at the responsible management and restoration of our country’s natural resources. US Party Leader and
Member of Parliament Frans Richardson has already taken the lead in these efforts
by partnering with local environmental organizations to table parliamentary motions
in support of the protection of Mullet Pond, the Emilio Wilson Estate, Fort Amsterdam, including Natural and Cultural Heritage education in the school curriculum
and banning plastic bags. The United St. Maarten Party’s main approach for the
responsible management of natural resources upon election to parliament will be as
follows:
• Including standardized local natural heritage education in primary and secondary school programs;
• Insuring that the community has a lead role in the management, use and protection of natural resources;
• Fostering understanding, pride, appreciation and respect for natural heritage;
• Guaranteeing sound enforcement of and adherence to existing policies and
ordinances;
• Compiling, implementing and enforcing additional environmental legislation
and policies such as an environmental policy plan, a nature policy plan and
zoning plans;
• Establishing land-based and wetland protected areas to manage and safeguard
areas of ecological value;
• Facilitating the carrying-out of economic valuation studies of Natural Heritage
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(include economic valuation of ecosystems)
• Implementing strategies and policies towards using Tourism as a means to protect Natural and Cultural Heritage
• Requiring, through the alteration of legislation (Social and Environmental
Impact Assessments to be carried out by qualified independent consultants when
any major (facility) development is being considered;
• Establishing an independent Environmental and Social Impact Assessment
review council;
• Strengthening engagement with local Nature Organizations, the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) and the United
Nations Environment Program (UNEP) programs in the Caribbean regarding
tangible and intangible heritage preservation.

The Environment
Solid Waste Management
The management of St. Maarten’s solid waste has been a topic of concern and discussion for decades. Landfilling, the current form of waste disposal is not only unsightly and bad for the environment; it is a very serious health concern for the island’s
residents and many visitors. Prevalent landfill fires, big or small, release fine ash and
cancer-causing substances and therefore pose both immediate and long-term health
risks to those exposed to the smoke, gases and toxic fumes. The situation is further
exasperated by the leakage of pollutants from the landfill into the Great Salt Pond,
connecting waterways and ultimately the ocean.
Successive Governments have made promises to resolve these issues and have presented a wide-range of proposals to the general public only to subsequently retract
plans or simply fail to carry them out. This must change.
Resolving St. Maarten’s waste management challenges and thereby addressing serious
human health concerns is of utmost importance for the United Sint Maarten Party.
St. Maarten’s garbage management challenges, offer a wealth of possibilities. What
is regularly seen as “garbage” is for the most part no longer useless and therefore
not garbage, but rather a resource, a product in itself, which can be reused for other
purposes or to produce new products. It is mindboggling that the life cycle of so
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many products, which are constantly reused in other countries, simply stops on
St. Maarten. Reprocessing and reuse of these discarded resources would obviously
require certain facilities to be put in place thus allowing for the opening of associated businesses and as such would generate a significant number of permanent jobs.
Interestingly enough international studies have concluded that reuse and recycling
programs create an average of ten (10) times more jobs per ton of “waste” than landfilling, gasification or incineration does.
While the US Party acknowledges the economic merits of waste to energy facilities
for St. Maarten, as proposed by successive governments, the party believes that any
such facility should meet the highest environmental standards and must be complemented by extensive reuse and recycling programs.
Upon election to Parliament the USP will:
• Pursue a waste treatment method which is best suited to meet St. Maarten’s
needs and particular situation;
• Ensure that any such waste management facility meets the highest environmental standards;
• Draft implement and enforce legislation setting criteria for the import, sale,
re-collection and export of products which if left unmanaged could become a
burden to St. Maarten’s waste management infrastructure after usage;
• Implement legislation towards banning single use plastic bags;
• Introduce incentives to encourage businesses to implement sustainable management practices, reuse material and care for the environment.
• Advocate and secure financing for an extensive public awareness program to
sensitize citizens and business owners to waste management challenges and the
need for sound management.
• Gradually introduce garbage sorting at the source in homes and businesses.
Sewage Management
Sewage, which consists of mainly liquid waste produced by humans, usually
contains of feces, urine, bathing water, laundry detergent, soaps and other materials,
which are flushed down toilets or go down drains. It carries a wide range of disease causing microbes and can therefore pose a significant human health and safety
hazard via for instance the consumption of contaminated seafood or through direct
contact with contaminated water while swimming or partaking in other water based
recreational activities.
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The need for expansion of sewage treatment facilities on St. Maarten is increasingly evident in the tremendous volume of free flowing untreated sewage on or along
the island’s roads, in gutters and entering ponds, lagoons or the sea. It seems almost
impossible to travel along any of St. Maarten’s roads without having to drive through
or even walk through, along or jump over sewage.
Much as is the case with the island’s solid waste-management challenges, the current
state of affairs concerning sewage management is a serious human health hazard.
Upon election to Parliament, USP will:
• Initiate the drafting of a Master Plan for sewage management;
• Allocate financing towards the construction of additional sewage treatment facilities and related infrastructure;
• Increase Enforcement of and adherence to existing policies and ordinances.
Clean Energy
Traditional forms of energy generation are expensive, environmentally unfriendly
and reliant on rapidly diminishing resources. Although there have been a number of
local private and corporate initiatives towards environmentally sound forms of ener-
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gy generation, St. Maarten is clearly lagging behind when it comes to clean energy
production.
Clean energy production is the way of the future. The USP will promote and
implement legislation and programs in support of renewable energy and energy
efficiency initiatives with the goal of reducing St. Maarten’s dependency on imported
fossil fuels and thereby ensuring stability and security in the Country’s energy supply,
reducing energy costs and easing environmental and health related concerns. The
Party believes that Government owned companies and Government itself must lead
by example and initiate the greening of their energy usage.
Upon election to Parliament the USP will:
• Draft, implement, support and advocate for legislation and incentives aimed at
encouraging the use of Solar Hot water Heating Systems and Solar Panels for
homes and businesses.
• Initiate and aid the building of facilities in support of clean energy production
on suitable government owned land; thereby stimulating investment in the clean
energy sector and creating much needed employment opportunities.
• Advocate for further investigation into the possibilities of the use of Wind Turbine Technology on St. Maarten.
• Advocate for an investigation into the possibilities of partnering with neighboring islands where generation of renewable energy is concerned.

Referendum on Establishing a National Currency

The United St. Maarten Party will initiate a national campaign provide the pros
and cons of establishing a national currency or to adapt the U.S. dollar as a national
currency. This is an important issue because our currency—the guilder—does not
attract sufficient export value to support import demands. This puts pressure on
our dollar reserves, which are further pressured through remittances sent by our high
migrant population. Establishing a National Currency might provide the solution,
but we must be measured on creating a process that serves our citizens, businesses and
government. This effort will include a door-to-door awareness program and a series of
public meetings in neighborhoods and in Parliament to consider facts and opinions
from citizens and the business community. When public debate is done, a referendum will be presented to the people for a vote.
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Create Personal Finance Program for Public Housing Residents
The United St. Maarten Party believes that the best way to empower people is to
provide education and training that will let them learn new skills, then apply them
to improve their quality of life, and teach them others, and so on. The USP plans
to establish a financial education program for public housing residents to help with
basicfiscal challenges we all face. Here’s a brief outline:

Possible Content Includes
• A discussion focusing on the difference between wants and needs.
• Budgeting and expense tracking.
• Financial planning.
• Family planning.
Possible Incentives for Participants Include
• Up to 50 percent of outstanding rent forgiven with a passing grade.
• Reduced mortgage rates, depending on the passing grade. Rationale:
• The St. Maarten Housing Finance Foundation is a government entity and authorized to provide mortgage loans.
Public Awareness and Promotion Efforts to Include
• Direct mail to tenant.
• Traditional media and social media.
• Tenant information meetings at community centers.

Expand Agro-farming

Agro-farming is a system of cultivating and harvesting various crops, including
lettuce, tomatoes, carrots, bananas, potatoes, pumpkin and cucumbers. Currently,
agriculture represents just four-tenths of a percent of our Gross Domestic Product.
Since our economy is based on tourism and the service industry, there is great
potential for success in developing Agricultural Farm Parks. This way, our tourists can
visit, sample and buy St. Maarten’s agricultural products. Many would welcome this
opportunity.
Agro-farming has been neglected on our lovely island for much too long. Little
money is reflected in our annual budgets for Agro-farming. This is unacceptable,
particularly when the benefits comprise:
• Having freshly produced crops at our disposal and encouraging a hands-on approach to a healthy lifestyle.
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• Providing employment opportunities to the segments of our population that is
interested in farming opportunities.
• Helping our population spend less on imported products and, in turn, contribute to our local economy.
• Enhancing the St. Maarten experience to visitors.
• Providing an opportunity for youth to learn, experience and actively participate
in the building what could become a growing sector of our local economy.
• Possibility of increasing trade we export products to neighboring islands.
• Agro-farming can only positively benefit our country in the areas of health,
socio-economics (disposable income) and education, further strengthening our
ever-growing country.

Reschedule Senior Citizen Pay Periods

The USP will advocate changing Senior Pay Periods from monthly to bi-weekly,
which they have repeatedly said will help them budget and spend more effectively.

Enhance Basket of Goods

The basic necessity items in the Basket of Goods must be revamped to include
more variety and items of greater nutritional value, such as fresh fruit and vegetables.
We will work with the business community to seek price controls on these products.

Advocate for Olympic Committee Membership

While St. Maarten is part of the Special Olympics, it should be a part of the official Olympic committee to give our athletes and citizens recognition on the world
stage.

Incorporation of a Motor Vehicle Agency

The United St. Maarten Party recognizes the loopholes and financial losses experienced by our Constituent State because it does not have a centralized agency for
Motor Vehicle services. Such an agency is usually a state-level government agency
that administers vehicle registration and driver licensing. Similar departments exist
in Europe, the United States and Canada. The St. Maarten Motor Vehicle Agency
will effectively become the agency responsible for verifying and issuing identification cards as it relates to motor vehicles. This agency will host the written and
hands-on driving tests that are a requirement to earn a driver’s license. This agency
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will also regulate private driving schools and instruction. Under the legislation that
will govern the Motor Vehicle Agency, all vehicles on St. Maarten will be registered.
This agency will be responsible for providing an identification number for vehicles,
either with a permanent vehicle registration plate or temporary tag system. A vehicle
registration program tracks detailed vehicle information such as the owner history
to prevent theft and fraud. The St. Maarten Motor Vehicle Agency will administer a
certification of ownership program to verify title. As the issuer of vehicle titles, the it
will also be responsible for recording liens made with an automobile as collateral on
a secured loan.

Justice

The United St. Maarten Party advocates a structured approach to justice issue and
is of the opinion that the judicial chain requires periodic review, allowing it to function optimally and enabling it to respond pro-actively to developments threatening
the safety and security of St. Maarten.
Immigration
While the arrival of non-nationals throughout many decades has aided the development of St. Maarten, the presence of undocumented persons continues to be a
matter of grave concern. Their continued presence poses a threat to the socio-economic development of St. Maarten. We favor a thorough evaluation of existing
immigration policies, with an eye on curbing illegal immigration and reducing the
non-documented immigrant population.
Border Control
Increased border controls and regular follow-up controls should become the
norm, rather than the exception. The USP believes that unknown numbers gain
entry into St. Maarten by using vulnerable areas of entry. This number drastically
increases the number of illegal immigrants. Some have arrived via a regular port of
entry but continue to overstay the legally admitted period.
The USP advocates continued cooperation with counterparts of the collectivity and
intensified measures when necessary.
Youth Delinquency
The USP favors additional resources to identify at-risk groups and providing
professional assistance—before they have a confrontation with law enforcement.
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To compliment this, USP advocates specially designed social programs to support
families with at-risk children.
Crime prevention
The USP believes that St. Maarten pays too little attention to crime prevention.
The focus must be expanded from merely combatting crime to including complimentary crime prevention efforts. We are convinced that special attention to at-risk
groups and social programs benefitting youth will become fundamental pillars of
crime prevention.
House of Detention
Incarceration does not always lead rehabilitation. The USP advocates the House
of Detention becoming more of a center for reintegration, preparing persons to
return to society as law-abiding, productive, caring and contributing citizens.
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CHART OUR PROGRESS
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The United St. Maarten Party wants all voters to hold us accountable for what we propose and what we do. Please keep
track of our progress with this handy check-off list. Next to several USP proposals you will be able to track how we’re doing by
checking Making Progress or Done as Promised during our
first year in office. We’ll make new lists available for each year
we’re in office. We want your feedback and ideas. Thank you.

USP PROGRESS CHART—Year One

Referendum on Establishing a National Currency
Making Progress
Done as Promised
Establish Personal Finance Program for Public Housing Residents
Making Progress
Done as Promised
Expand Recycling
Making Progress

Done as Promised

Improve Public Transportation
Making Progress
Done as Promised
Reschedule Senior Citizen Pay Periods
Making Progress
Done as Promised
Enhance Basket of Goods
Making Progress
Done as Promised
Advocate for Olympic Committee Membership
Making Progress
Done as Promised
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