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MESSAGE FROM THE POLITICAL LEADER
Dear Voter
In the General Elections of 2008, you elected the NDC,
a party which I have the privilege to lead, with a clear
mandate to rescue the country from corruption and
inefficiency and to restore integrity and honesty to
public life. From my first day in office, I have made
my public and private life an open book and sought to
justify your confidence in me by providing strong, fair
and compassionate leadership. Each day, I lift up our
nation before the Lord and set my mind to conducting
the nation’s business with integrity.
Today, I am confident that your evaluation of my
stewardship will show that I have kept the faith and
respected your trust. In all my efforts to develop
Grenada, I have put the people first, resolutely
confronted corruption and taken firm action against
any action that fosters disunity.
My administration has laid foundations for sustainable
growth and job creation, and in the process
established standards of governance which have
restored to Grenada the respect and confidence of the
international community.
The journey over the last four and a half years has been difficult, challenging and laden with uncertainties, and in
many situations I have relied on my faith and belief in God as well as my inner strength to continue serving you.
Let me extend my heartfelt gratitude to you the good citizens of Grenada, Carriacou and Petite Martinique for your
prayers and support.
As we go to the polls, I seek your support for my entire team of candidates so that we can continue serving you,
and together keep Grenada on the path of progress. I believe that God has anointed 2013 as a ‘Year of New
Beginnings’ for our country. This is no time for turning back. I have every confidence that on Election Day you will
make a decision to keep moving forward with a leadership you can trust and to support the programmes and policies
that are critical to Grenada’s future.
May God continue to bless you and our nation.
Tillman Thomas
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1

THE CONTEXT

Four and a half years ago the NDC and the Grenadian people began a journey to restore integrity, renew hope and
build a country in which every citizen would enjoy the equality of opportunity.
We established a vision:

“Building a nation that is free, a land
of equal opportunity, and a land of tolerance,
fair play and prosperity.”
This vision continues to be our primary source of inspiration and guidance. Today, we have made considerable
progress in rebuilding our economy and transforming the lives of our people, and we look to the future with
enthusiasm and confidence.
This vision continues to be our primary source of inspiration and guidance.
On assuming office in 2008, the NDC inherited a country that had been ravaged, not only by Hurricane Ivan, but also
by corrupt and inefficient leadership. As a result, the challenges that we faced included:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Significant increases in the cost of living
Reckless mismanagement of our country’s resources
Lack of inclusiveness in the governance of our state
Corruption and cronyism in public life
Increasing levels of poverty
Insufficient and inappropriate education and training
Poor housing
Limited access to proper health care
High levels of unemployment and underemployment
The erosion of moral standards
The collapse of democratic institutions
A growing unsustainable debt

All this resulted in “The Loss of Hope”.
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2

NDC’S PERFORMANCE: 2008-2013

In 2008, when the NDC formed the Government, we inherited a bankrupt economy, strangled by debt and unable to
pay its bills. The fact is that:

25 percent of the population was unemployed
40 percent of young people were unemployed
35 percent of the population was living in poverty.

This situation was made even worse by
the onset of the global economic crisis,
which reduced our tourism earnings,
remittances from abroad, the level of
Government revenues and the ability to
create jobs and opportunities for our
people, especially our young people.
The impact of the global economic
crisis was felt, not only in Grenada, but
in the rest of the Caribbean, and even
the developed countries in the Eurozone were forced to lay off workers,
reduce salaries and cut back welfare
and social benefits.
In the absence of any global recovery, the economic challenges facing Grenada persist. Sustainable growth remains
elusive while unemployment and poverty are unacceptably high. Fiscal sustainability is crucial if we are to increase
capital investments, expand social safety nets and reduce high unemployment and poverty rates.
However, this can only be achieved by re-invigorating and sustaining economic growth. Our government, like every
other government, is called upon to make a number of strategic decisions involving the collection and the spending
of revenue. The object of these decisions is twofold:
-

to find the most appropriate methods and means by which such spending would be financed; and
to allocate this revenue in such a way as to stimulate economic activity and growth, and thereby improve the
economic and social well-being of the citizens.

Like any enterprise, government must raise as much money as possible to deliver goods and services to the people.
But it must not do so in a way that increases the burden on the very people who are the source of that revenue.
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At the same time, government must provide needed services to the public. It must meet recurrent expenditures
such as salaries, goods and services and interest payments on existing loans. It must repay existing loans and
finance the capital programmes that will build public infrastructure, facilitate and stimulate economic activities in
the productive sectors that will grow the economy and create sustainable jobs for Grenadians. It must maintain
social programmes for the most vulnerable members of our society and maintain adequate resources for
emergencies. Like everything else, government must get value for money.
To achieve these goals, government must manage the economy wisely. As a result of our sound economic
management, our economy has begun to slowly recover from the economic crisis.
As slow and fragile as it seems, the recovery has begun.
• We were able to reverse the decline from negative 7.7% decline in 2009 to 1.5 % positive growth in 2011.
• We have improved the climate for doing business.
• We have moved to ensure fiscal stability with the introduction of the VAT in 2010.
• We have achieved consistent growth in the agricultural sector since 2009 with average growth of 10% for the
period 2009-2012.
• We have been implementing many modernization initiatives aimed at improving the levels of efficiency and
customer services. These include the upgrading of the customs and immigration system, the introduction of
the ASYCUDA system at the customs, and the e-enabling of many government services.

WE HAVE TURNED AROUND A DIFFICULT SITUATION WITH LIMITED RESOURCES
In the first term, the NDC has begun the process of economic and social transformation, bringing improvements to
the lives of the Grenadian people. These bold and creative ‘footprints’ have resulted in:

•
•
•
•
•
•

THE BEST YEARS OF AGRICULTURAL REVITALISATION IN THE POST-REVOLUTION PERIOD
THE BEST YEARS OF EDUCATIONAL ADVANCEMENT SINCE INDEPENDENCE
THE BEST YEARS OF YOUTH DEVELOPMENT AND SPORTS IN DECADES
THE BEST YEARS OF GOOD GOVERNANCE SINCE 1974
THE BEST YEARS OF SOCIAL ADVANCEMENT IN DECADES
THE BEST YEARS OF SOUND ECONOMIC MANAGEMENT

We are once again a
proud Grenadian people.
We must consolidate this
recovery and go forward
to achieve growth
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3

THE TRANSFORMATION AGENDA

Our Government recognizes that while we continue to provide and support short-term employment opportunities,
we cannot effectively address the issue of job creation if we do not transform the Grenadian economy.

To achieve these objectives, we have identified the five transformational sectors, the five drivers
of growth and employment, and we are pursuing the opportunities which exist in these sectors.
We will continue to focus our efforts on these transformative sectors so as to lay the foundation
for sustained economic growth and employment.

3.1 EDUCATION, HEALTH AND WELLNESS SERVICES
Our Education Policy Agenda
The NDC’s broad goal in education is to develop
Grenada’s human resource as a primary national asset
to achieve our full potential and to maximize the
benefits of economic and technical opportunities in the
national, regional and global marketplaces.
In the first term, your NDC Government
Promised and Delivered:
We took bold and creative steps to develop Grenada’s
human resource as the critical factor in modernizing Grenada’s economy and making it more globally competitive.
Despite the fiscal challenges, in our first year of office, we increased expenditure in education to 15% of GDP.
• We revised the schools’ curricula to refocus on vocational and life skills.
• We offered more scholarships and training opportunities to all who qualified on an equitable basis.
• We have introduced universal secondary education.
• We refurbished, equipped and expanded many schools.
In the second term, your NDC Government will:
• Consolidate and expand the technical education programmes at the primary level, including tourism education.
• Upgrade teachers’ skills and qualifications.
• Consolidate all new secondary education thrusts from the first five years - universal secondary, technical
education at all secondary schools, personal development skills, introduction of CXC in the performing arts,
music, physical education, and other non-traditional areas.
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Build a new TAMCC College Campus (location in Laura, St. David). Already negotiated with CDB. Grenadian
youth will have increased access to tertiary education.
Build a Grenada Polytechnic College devoted to advanced technical skills at the college level on the grounds
of the Old TAMCC buildings.
Develop training programmes and provide trainees with access to capital for the development of small businesses.
Construct new schools for St. David’s Secondary, Wesley College, and L’Estere Government School, and new
wings for Bishop’s College and Hillsborough Secondary will be built.
The technical wing to be built for TAMCC Carriacou will include facilities for courses in tourism, education and
hospitality, as well as training in the arts and science laboratories.
Emphasise ICT skills with training in the use of computers for ALL teachers, and continued ICT training for
primary and secondary students.
Expand the operations of the ICT Centre for Excellence to train more young people to work in the ICT sector.

OTHER EDUCATION INITIATIVES FOR IMPLEMENTATION IN 2013-2017
• Early childhood education and the full facilitation of the High Scope Curriculum.
• Citizenship education and cultural studies.
• Conduct a feasibility study for an all-island school bus system which addresses the extensive transportation
problems, particularly in remote schools. We recognize that this will be a major challenge, given current limited
financial resources.
• Adult education opportunities at the college level embracing an inclusive education approach for all
marginalized groups, ‘otherwise-abled’ persons, and those adults seeking to gain opportunities in education
that they may have missed earlier in life.
• A Research and Planning Unit at the Ministry of Education.
• State of the Art National Public Library and Archives and community branches, with all ICT facilities. This will
be located at the former York House in St.George’s.
• New ‘culturally appropriate’ approaches to teaching Mathematics and English Language, primary and secondary level.
Our Health and Wellness Policy Agenda
The broad health policy goal is to achieve “an enhanced quality of life, improved health status of individuals,
families and communities, and the maintenance of a state of optimum wellness”. This goal is guided by our
philosophy that health is a fundamental human right which is achievable through the primary health care approach
utilizing health promotion strategies delivered by trained health professionals.
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In the first term, your NDC Government Promised and Delivered
We made considerable progress towards achieving the improved health status of the population by refocusing our
health policy, programmes and plans on preventative care.
In the second term, your NDC Government will:
• Construct a new water cistern at Princess Alice Hospital
• Refurbish doctors’ and pharmacists’ quarters, the Paradise Medical Station and the Petite Martinique Medical Station
• Carry out remedial works to the Vincennes Medical Station
• Invest some EC$13.5 million to upgrade the following facilities:
- Drug Abuse and Rehabilitation Centre
- Gouyave Health Centre
- Grand Bras Health Centre
- St David’s Health Centre
- Princess Alice Hospital
- Sauteurs Health Centre.
A major project will be the building of a new General Hospital which will provide better health care for Grenadians
and expand the training of medical students. This hospital will also play a critical role in the expansion of healthrelated economic and educational services. The teaching facilities will allow for the clinical training of SGU students
as well as the provision of support for complementary allied health services employing many skilled Grenadians
primarily in health-related fields.
The replacement hospital will sit on 93 acres, and will have 180 general acute public patient beds along with a
ward with four single rooms for private patients and/or medical tourism. In order to accommodate the clinical
teaching programme run by SGU, there will be teaching facilities including seminar rooms and a conference room.
Estimated cost is EC$178 million, and 600 jobs will be generated during construction. Core services will be offered
at the new hospital. Specialised services will include but will not be limited to:
•
•
•
•
•
•
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Medical aesthetics with aestheticians trained in the care of both adults and children
Therapeutic rehabilitation, including physiotherapy, occupational therapy, podiatry, and speech and language therapy
Imaging
Pathology and blood sciences
Pharmacy
Psychiatry
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3.2 TOURISM AND HOSPITALITY SERVICES
Our Tourism and Hospitality Policy Agenda
To position the tourism and hospitality services
sector as a key driver of the Grenadian economy. The
agenda will focus specifically on foreign exchange
earnings, employment creation, investment and
growth, resulting in significant collection of revenue.
At the same time, the policy framework, business
profitability, customer service, social ambiance,
sustainability, room stock quality and financial
viability are all areas of change that will be supported
by Government through various policy instruments.
In the first term, your NDC Government Promised and Delivered
Major steps were taken to consolidate the tourism and hospitality services sector as a key driver of the Grenadian
economy, and to enhance its contribution to foreign exchange earnings, employment creation, investment and
growth, and revenues to the Treasury.
In the second term, your NDC Government will:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•

Implement the new Tourism Strategic Plan: Vision 2030, which will make the Grenadian tourism industry more
globally competitive
Establish the new Tourism Authority
Innovate community tourism through parish branding and the establishment of local tourism promotion agencies,
supported by a EC$10 million enterprise development fund
Work to grow the cruise segment of the Industry
Adjust fiscal policy to attract investment in all tourism products
Secure adequate airlift at affordable costs
Institute a sustainable environmental management programme
Incentivize the introduction of cheaper sources of energy to make our tourism products competitive
Negotiate a special envelope of loan funds (US$15 million) to support financial and product adjustments needed
by local hoteliers
Secure the financing needed to undertake the necessary investments in new hotel room stock, preferably at the
high end, by aggressive marketing activities in Asia and Europe, courting major well-known brands and placing
a compelling offer on the table. The objective is to attract US$750 million over the period
Grow hotel room stock levels to 3,000 and an additional 500 villa rooms
Establish and support a value chain so that other sectors such as agriculture and the service industry will benefit
from the growth of the tourism product
Create opportunities in medical tourism with the SGU/GOG Teaching Hospital
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3.3 AGRICULTURE AND AGRI-BUSINESS
Our Policy Agenda for Agriculture
To increase production in the agricultural sector in
order to improve food security and nutrition,
reduce the import bill and expand food processing
to stimulate rural development.
In the first term, your NDC Government
Promised and Delivered
•

We recorded major successes in increasing agricultural production, motivating farmers, attracting young people
into agriculture and stimulating the rural economy. For the years 2010, 2011 and 2012, agricultural output was
9.3%, 8.2% and 14.2% respectively.
• Cocoa production has now exceeded pre-IVAN levels and moved to over 1.5 million pounds. Nutmeg production
has doubled to 2.2 million pounds. In addition, an emphasis on value-added products has begun to modernize
the agricultural sector, and structural and economic linkages to tourism and other sectors. Our focus on national
food security against the background of rising food prices has begun to yield diversified and increased production.
• Completion of the Gouyave fishing facility at a cost of EC$35 million represents a major step in the
modernization of the fishing industry.
In the second term, your NDC Government will:
•

12

Embark on policies and programmes which will create the environment for a modern agriculture sector.
Initiatives will include:
- Providing the necessary framework and policy initiatives for the introduction of crop insurance to our farmers
for protection in the event of hurricanes, floods and other natural disasters.
- Working with the Marketing Board to enhance its market intelligence capabilities and to adequately market
all farmers’ produce.
- Development and implementation of a comprehensive land use policy.
- A continuation of the drive to achieve food security through a programme of incentives for Grenada to achieve
greater self-sufficiency in vegetables, root crops, fish, poultry, pork, lamb, beef, honey and fruit.
“Eat local and buy Grenada” campaigns will be promoted.
- Implementation of programmes with the appropriate incentives to attract young persons into modern
commercial agriculture. The Mirabeau Agricultural Training School is being transformed into a centre
of excellence for the teaching of both the business and the science of agriculture to our youth. The
training school is fully operational with over 100 students.
- Attracting investments of at least EC$60 million for agriculture and value-added production, and another
EC$100 million in agricultural infrastructure.
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•

Continue the Action Agenda to support the rebirth of traditional crops. Specifically we will:
- Provide additional capital for the Nutmeg Association, the merger of GCNA and GCA, and the rejuvenation
of both the cocoa and nutmeg sub-sectors into commercially viable industries.
- Continue the redevelopment of the state-owned estates of Belle Vue, Grand Bras and Mt. Reuil as
commercial and demonstration farms.
- Work on arresting the spread of the Black Sigatoka disease that is destroying banana fields all over the island.
- Give priority to rehabilitating our farm and feeder roads. Farmers need to get to their fields and major
focus will be given to the roads that actually take them there.
- Expand the use of local fruit juices and fruits in the school-feeding programme and other governmentsupported institutions.
- Further the development and expansion of fruit tree orchards for the domestic and export market.
- Strengthen and enforce the legislation dealing with praedial larceny, one of the biggest disincentives to farming.
- Support farmers organizations and celebrate agriculture and agribusiness achievements through the
establishment of an annual celebration of Farmers’ Week with exhibitions, economic, social and
recreational activities.
- Facilitate increased private sector involvement in agriculture.
- Provide support for the horticultural industry to take advantage of the growing market, as well as for the
cocoa processing plant in St. Mark.
• Ensure the continued growth and modernization of the fishing industry:
- Increase the size of our fishing fleet to enable the increased export and processing of fish.
- Introduce scientific fish breeding in hatcheries and nurseries, along with fish-stocking and stock analysis
techniques
- Acquire a decompression chamber to meet the needs of divers. Extensive discussions have been held
with key stakeholders on the appropriate model to introduce this service, which will be introduced in 2013.
- Training of local fishermen in modern fishing techniques and methods.
- Address the availability of bait through the introduction of fish farming and the regulation of net fishing.

Training of local
fishermen in modern
fishing techniques
and methods.
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3.4 INFORMATION & COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY
Our Policy Agenda for the ICT Sector
The NDC’s goal is to optimize information and communications technology (ICT) as a strategic priority to accelerate
Grenada’s sustainable socio-economic development.
ICT facilitates greater access to information, people and markets, thus transcending the many limitations of small
countries like Grenada. It will enable increases in efficiency, improvement in the quality of service to the public, and will
ultimately empower the lives of citizens. It is a transformative tool which the NDC will use extensively to pursue our
development goals.
In the first term, your NDC Government Promised and Delivered
• We established Grenada’s own Internet Exchange Point, the first in the Caribbean.
• Set up twelve community access points in various villages around the country, facilitating broadband access to all.
• With support from the Government of India, we have demonstrated our commitment by opening the ICT Centre
of Excellence and Innovation (ICEI). Already, through the Centre, scores of Grenadians have benefited by upgrading
their IT skills. Some have been able to secure jobs locally while others have accessed external employment online.
In the second term, your NDC Government will:
•

•

•

•
•
•

•
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With the assistance of the World Bank, Government will pilot the establishment of a Caribbean Regional
Communications Infrastructure Programme (CARCIP) that will see the development of a national ICT backbone
to connect all public institutions in Grenada, Carriacou and Petite Martinique. The cost of this project is EC$27 million.
Over the next two years, the ICT Centre for Excellence plans to train 2,000 persons. All those who complete the
courses of study will obtain C-DAC (Centre for the Development of Advanced Computing) certification.
This certification will enable persons to be employed worldwide. These courses range from three to nine months.
With certification, many of these persons can expect to be employed and earn from EC$2,500 to EC$8,000 per
month. The courses include Embedded System Programming, Cell Phone Repairs and Servicing, Mobile
Applications Development, Building E-business, Windows Programming, and Business Incubation, and will be
offered in various parishes to ensure their accessiblility to interested persons, regardless of age. Courses will also
be offered for those who wish to work at home.
The Centre of Excellence also plans to set up an outsourcing centre to facilitate employment for some of these
trained persons on the international market.
To use ICT to improve public sector management through transformation, increased efficiency and integrated services.
To use ICT to facilitate telemedicine, international trade, employment, social interactions, access to new
information and networking. To continue the move towards e-services for all services provided by the
Government of Grenada.
To establish more community access points and expand computer literacy on a national scale.
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3.5 ENERGY DEVELOPMENT
Our Policy Agenda for Energy to Support Development
The NDC’s goal is to implement a sustainable Energy Development Plan to deliver access to affordable and reliable energy.
In the first term, your NDC Government Promised and Delivered
•

•

•
•
•
•

We put an end to the monopoly on electricity generation. An exclusive licence will be granted to GRENLEC to
generate electricity from fossil fuels only, and for all transmission, distribution and supply for a period of 45
years. However, no future owner of GRENLEC will have any exclusive licence for longer than 30 years.
We created opportunities to pursue alternative renewable energy opportunities including geothermal, wind, solar
and waste materials. This means that our massive energy import bill can be reduced, saving valuable foreign
exchange.
We have ensured provisions that allow individual households and companies to generate their own electricity
up to certain limits, and to sell to the company excess electricity at a price approved by the government.
We provided for the regulation of the company, as Grenada is an active participant in the establishment of a new
regional body to regulate the electricity sector. Rates will be controlled.
We have moved towards the sale of 11.4% of the shares to be sold to Grenadian organizations and individuals
within the next twelve months.
In addition, the agreement allows for the continuation of the allocation of 5% of net profits to be channeled to
local socio-economic projects.

In the second term, your NDC Government will:
•

Accelerate the implementation of the sustainable energy action plan which focuses on the transition to
renewable energy, and offshore hydrocarbon development.
• Adopt 100% GREEN for electricity and transport by 2030 as a national target
• Pursue the use of geothermal, wind, solar and waste-to-energy, to up to 50% of capacity by 2030.
• Promotion of a regional project, ESD Caraibes, sponsored by the Global Environmental Facility (GEF), to develop
energy efficiency standards for buildings with the intention of incorporating these standards into the national
Energy Efficiency Bill and into a Building Code.
• “Green” our transport sector, which constitutes about half of our primary energy demand. We will seek to
introduce electric vehicles into the market as soon as the electricity grid goes green.
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•

Pursue offshore hydrocarbon development, specifically:
- Further to our boundary delimitation agreement, the NDC government has negotiated a Framework Energy
Cooperation Agreement with the Government of Trinidad and Tobago and will use their more than 100 years
of experience to jump-start our oil and gas industry.
- We expect that the first parcel of maritime area in Grenadian waters will be licensed for oil and gas
exploration and production in the first half of 2013.
- We are also actively engaged with the seismic companies that gathered data from Grenadian waters in the
past, prior to this administration, and benefited financially from the sale of these data without the
Government, to whom the data legally belongs, receiving any share of these proceeds. This situation is
being rectified and we will shortly receive the first payment from one of the companies involved.

4

JOB CREATION

Over the last decade, both developed and developing countries have begun to experience the phenomenon of jobless
growth. Grenada is no exception, and our major challenge is to provide meaningful and productive employment
opportunities for our labour force.
As the global economic recession deepened over the last four years, the youth in every country faced tremendous
challenges; for even as attempts were made to create opportunities for the growing ranks of the unemployed, it required
specific and creative strategies to provide jobs for the young people who were leaving school every year.
Employment is recognized as the most important determinant of living standards and a key driver of poverty eradication.
It also empowers individuals, improves their material well-being, provides self-esteem, and contributes to one’s
satisfaction in life. This realization reinforced our decision to focus on five pillars which will transform both the social
and economic landscape. They will be the drivers of new jobs; they will create a workforce which is ready to enter the
global labour market.
Transformation is not immediate, but the process to get to
our vision for a robust economy creates job opportunities.
The NDC can already confirm work opportunities which
will come on stream within the next 18 months. We can
confirm that in 2013 we are delivering some 1,870
construction jobs in the tourism sector. This is in
addition to the 8,000 short-term infrastructure
maintenance jobs in de-bushing and small concrete
works. With the operationalization of three hotels, 1,200
permanent jobs will be created within the tourism
sector. Further, 400 new jobs will be created within the economy, given the multiplier effect.
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We can confirm that in
2013 we are delivering
some 1,870 construction
jobs in the tourism sector.

4.1 IN THE TOURISM SECTOR:
•
•
•
•
•

•

In 2013 the Sandals Hotel, the Four Seasons Hotel and the Grand Bacolet project will generate 1,400 jobs during
construction. Together, they will create a further 1,200 permanent jobs when combined.
With the expected build-out of 200 rooms and villas annually over the next five years, job creation at the
construction phase will be an estimated 650 workers annually, beginning 2014.
With the multiplier effect we anticipate there will be 400 new jobs created annually in the wider economy once
these hotels open.
To support this we are moving to ensure training opportunities for 400 young persons in hospitality services.
Permanent jobs (operational) at 600 over the first five years, with higher levels of income to suppliers of creative
products and services, which include - branded goods, art, music, health foods, unique personal services,
authentic village experiences, museum services (IVAN and Kirani), other cultural products in dance, folklore and literature.
The expansion of tourism will also provide higher levels of earnings for general service providers: supermarkets,
banks, utilities, gas stations, taxi drivers/tour operators, dive and marina service operators and suppliers,
MBIA passenger charges.

17
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4.2 PHYSICAL INFRASTRUCTURE
The following major infrastructure projects will be continued and/or implemented in 2013:
•

With support from the People’s Republic of China, Government will construct a New National Athletic Stadium
to be named after Kirani James at a cost of EC$85 million. Estimated jobs: 50
• With funding from the Kuwaiti Fund, the OPEC Fund for International Development (OFID) and own funds,
Government will undertake phase 2 of the agricultural feeder roads, rehabilitating and constructing 22
agricultural and farm roads all over Grenada at a cost of EC$54 million. Estimated jobs: 250-300.
• With the assistance of the World Bank, Government will undertake a Regional Disaster Risk Reduction Programme
that will see the replacement of two bridges in Gouyave, the rehabilitation of two schools -- Holy Innocence R.C.
and St. Patrick's Anglican, the rehabilitation of the Cadrona Home and the Hills View Home as well as fire
equipment and Jaws of Life equipment for the Maurice Bishop International Airport. The total cost of this
programme is EC$70.7 million and includes EC$21 million in grants from the pilot programme for climate resilience.
Estimated jobs: 140
•

Government will undertake a resurfacing of the airstrip of the Maurice Bishop International Airport along with
the construction of a ring road that would create a bypass for traffic going to Aquarium Restaurant and La
Source Hotel at a cost of EC$10 million. Estimated jobs: 30

•

Government will upgrade the Lauriston Airport to facilitate the operations of larger aircraft. In Carriacou that
would allow for all the 50-seat aircraft to land and mark the advent of night landing fascilitation. This would be
done at a cost of EC$15 million. Estimated jobs: 60

•

Rehabilitation of three schools: St. Joseph’s Convent St. George, Grenville Secondary and SDA Comprehensive.
Improving the efficacy of basic education: curriculum refocusing, teacher development and school
transformation. Civil works on St. Joseph’s Convent and Grenville Secondary ongoing, SDA to commence shortly
at a cost of EC$13.66 million. Estimated jobs: 60.

•

Social and human capital development, market access and enterprise development and financial services in
six communities: Mt. Horne, La Tante, Levera, La Fortune, Mt. Craven, Maran and Nonpareil. Project ongoing at
a cost of EC$8.17 million. Estimated jobs: 80

•

St. John’s River Flood Mitigation (River Road). Design and implementation of flood mitigation and river training.
Loan approved by World Bank; project to commence shortly at a cost of EC$4.415 million. Estimated jobs: 20.

•

St. Patrick’s Bridge and Road Improvement Project – Phase I. The project comprises two distinct sections of
road. The first section is eight kilometres (8Km) of road starting from Mt. Fendu to Belmont Road. Project loan
approved by OPEC Fund; hiring of supervision consultant and civil works contractor to commence shortly at a
cost of EC$13 million. Phase II involves the road from Davey to Morne Fendu at a cost of EC$16 million.
Estimated jobs: 150.
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•

Grenville Market Square Development Project. The primary objective of the project is to contribute to the
redevelopment of the town of Grenville through improvements in key urban infrastructure (the renovation of the
existing market square, provision of a new abattoir meeting international public health standards and the bus
terminal facilities) and the establishment of appropriate management structures to enhance administrative
capacity and capability. Project ongoing at a cost of EC$16.60 million. Estimated jobs:145

•

Natural Disaster Management – Rehabilitation and Reconstruction - Extreme Rainfall Event. Rehabilitation of
500 m of road; 1000 m of flood mitigation works; relocation of ten (10) households and setting up of an
emergency warning system and flood risk mapping. Loan approved by CDB. Loan is approved and declared
effective at a cost of EC$23.22 million. Estimated jobs: 100

•

Schools Rehabilitation Project Phase I (OPEC Fund). Construction/Rehabilitation of seven (7) schools,
construction of two central school kitchens and the rehabilitation of five (5) existing school kitchens. Tendering
for civil works for the following schools: GBSS, SJC, PBC, McDonald College, and TAMCC, ongoing at a cost of
EC$84.24 million. Estimated jobs: 155.

•

Regional Disaster Vulnerability Reduction. Rehabilitation and retrofitting of public facilities including schools and
government buildings, procurement of emergency equipment for Maurice Bishop International Airport and risk
reduction strengthening social infrastructure in two informal communities, Beausejour and La Sagesse, at a
cost of EC$84.24 million. Estimated jobs: 200

•

With support from the Governments of Australia and the United Arab Emirates, Government will construct the
long awaited New Parliament Building at a cost of EC$21 million. Estimated jobs: 100

•

Government will construct a government office complex on Lowther’s Lane (the Lowther's Lane Government
Complex) to house the Independent Offices of Governance (including Department of Audit, Public Service
Commission, Office of the Ombudsman and the Integrity Commission) at a cost of EC$19 million. Estimated jobs: 100

•

Government will reconstruct the office of the Governor General, which was destroyed during
Hurricane Ivan, at a cost of EC$10 million. The site of the new office and residence has already been identified.
Estimated jobs:100

•

Government proposes to construct a new Halls of Justice Complex containing the New High Court with all its
amenities at a cost of EC$30 million. Estimated jobs: 80

These projects account for 1,870 confirmed work opportunities in 2013 alone, as we work to create an infrastructure
to support our transformational pillars.
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4.3 TEMPORARY ONGOING WORK OPPORTUNITIES
•

Maintenance programmes will continue to provide both temporary and longer-term employment opportunities.
As such, 8,000 annual short-term jobs will continue with the de-bushing programme, the farm labour support
programme and small community projects.

5

HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT

5.1 YOUTH EMPOWERMENT
In spite of fiscal challenges, we have expanded
educational and training opportunities for our
young people, and given them a place in the
process of governance.
In the first term, your NDC
Government Promised and Delivered
Guided by the principle and recognition that “Every Youth Has Value, Every Youth Can Earn, Every Youth Must
Contribute To Nation Building”, the NDC fulfilled its commitment to introduce a special programme called THE
GRENADA YOUTH UPLIFTMENT PROGRAMME (GYUP). Objectives of the programme include:
• Recognizing youth as important, valued stakeholders in the development of our nation
• Providing short–term work experience for all unemployed youth
• Laying the foundations for long-term employment through development of skills
• Enabling young people to contribute to and benefit from social well-being through family support and community service.
Key achievements to date include:
• Completion and reopening of the Youth Development Centre
• The ICT centre is currently training dozens of youth annually in Information Communications Technology
• Implemented Youth Apprenticeship Programme. 1,376 youths secured jobs since 2008. 1,302 trainees are
currently on the job
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•

•
•
•

•
•

Established the Small Entrepreneurs Development Fund and trained over 150 persons in small business
management and formulating business plans. Under this programme, 25 businesses have started and all are
currently meeting their financial commitments.
Lit four playing fields to enable young persons to participate in sporting activities after dark.
Revitalized the Mirabeau Agricultural School. Over 100 students currently enrolled.
Re-established the Cadet Corps to provide disciplined training to over 500 young persons. Principals and teachers
are praising this programme as they recognize the benefits of instilling discipline in the students.
The programme will be expanded to Carriacou.
Established community access points in various communities providing internet facilities for young persons to
access information and training.
Established Video-conferencing facilities at St. Patrick and Carriacou campuses of TAMCC.

These programmes will be continued and expanded as they provide a foundation for meaningful and real change
in the lives of our young people.
In the second term, your NDC Government will:
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

Continue to engage with all stakeholders to increase access to education, vocational training and soft skills to
meet the needs of the job market through the Grenada Youth Upliftment Programme.
Continue to invest in the GYUP Programme as it has done for the last five years. This government has within that
period invested approximately EC$30 million on this programme during hard economic times.
Strengthen its relationship with the National Training Agency which was set up by government to enable more
young people to receive their Certified Vocational Qualifications (CVQs). This will facilitate their access to
sustainable employment opportunities at home and abroad. This qualification means that an individual can now
present his/her certificate anywhere in the Caribbean as having achieved a recognized acceptable standard of training.
Further engage stakeholders within the marine industry, agriculture, fisheries, ICT and service industries to
increase opportunities for meaningful engagement of youth within those sectors.
Increase the number of apprentices to 2,500 per cycle and ensure that every apprentice receives CVQs and
National Vocational Qualifications (NVQs).
Provide support to small enterprises with growth potential through creative financial services such as venture
capital and angel network investors.
Increase the amount allocated as microcredit facilities to EC$2.5 million.
- Increase the loan limit to individuals to EC$50,000
- Increase the loan limit to cooperatives to EC$100,000
Open discussion with the private sector to launch a Business Mentorship Network to provide mentorship to
youth business owners
Give tax breaks and duty-free concessions to youth in small business.
Integrate entrepreneurship, savings and investment culture and education into the education system at all levels.
Provide support to young people in gaining access to state/ crown lands for agricultural purposes.
Establish a Job Opportunity Bank (JOB) which will be a ‘market place’ where unemployed youth can seek short
and medium-term jobs offered by public and private sector entities. The JOB will provide support to young
persons who have marketable skills.
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In the second term, your NDC Government will also:
Pursue a deliberate policy to develop Grenada’s future leaders with special focus on:
• Promoting the participation of young people in overall decision-making processes by ensuring that all State
Boards contain a minimum of one young person, under the age of 25.
• Further strengthening the National Youth Council system and provide annually for their operations and various
projects. Support the establishment of National Youth Council offices in every parish to provide support for young people.
• Establishing the Youth Advisory Council (YAC), which would include NGOs and other grass roots youth
organizations. The YAC would advise the Minister of Youth on youth-related matters.
• Establishing Youth Information Centres in each parish. These will be clearing houses for information on all
matters related to young persons. They will be operated by trained young persons.
• Strengthen the National Ambassador and Youth Parliament System to develop self-confidence and leadership
skills among our youth.
In the second term, your NDC Government will also:
Promote social inclusion, healthy lifestyles and values through sports, culture and life-transforming initiatives
• Continue to use sports and culture within communities susceptible to youth-led violence and deviant behaviours
to engage them in team building, leadership, healthy living and positive lifestyles.
• Involve our young people in activities that promote artistic expressions through the Department of Culture and
Ministry of Education. Opportunities in the creative industries such as music will be pursued. Music training will
be made available for young persons across Grenada.
• Establish at least two centres of excellence for artistic and creative expression.
• Establish a Health and Well-Being Unit within the MOYES to focus on issues dealing with youth health
• Integrate the National Youth, Sports and Culture policy in order to be more holistic in our approach to youth
empowerment.
• Establish a Juvenile Centre for young offenders and provide opportunities for reintegration into the society.

5.2 EMPOWERING WOMEN
In recognition of the fact that women are the bedrock of
Grenadian society, the NDC has moved to implement key
commitments made in our last manifesto.
In the first term, your NDC Government
Promised and Delivered
• Passed the Domestic Violence Bill
• Enacted the Child Protection Adoption Bill. This landmark legislation is the first of its kind in the OECS.
• The Child Protection Authority was established and a sexual assault protocol approved.
• Skills and entrepreneurship programmes have been held and over forty women have started new businesses.
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In the second term, your NDC Government will:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Expand on our strategy to invest heavily in women so that the knowledge, attitudes and skills they acquire can
be passed on to succeeding generations. Specifically we will continue the implementation of Minimum Wage legislation
Ensure that there is equal pay for equal work
Provide child development facilities for working mothers, starting with those in key government positions
Encouraging the private sector to provide similar facilities for their female employees
Improving community facilities to cater to the needs of children, young people and families
Undertaking a public education programme to enlighten the nation, particularly men, on the
role of women in development.

5.3 SOCIAL SAFETY NET
FOR OUR SENIOR CITIZENS
The percentage of our population who are considered
senior citizens has grown and will continue to grow. This
has resulted from increased access to improved health care
and emphasizes the need for a social safety net which will
allow older Grenadians to live in dignity.

In the first term, your NDC Government Promised and Delivered
An actuarial review has been completed with recommendations on improvements.
In the second term, your NDC Government will:
• Continue to enhance the Senior Citizens’ and assistance programmes in the Ministry of Social Affairs
• Acknowledge the contributions that they can make to development and involve them in the productive and
social support roles as volunteers.
• Honour our commitment to review pensions on a periodic basis to enable senior citizens to cope with the
rising cost of living
• Implement a new pension arrangement in 2013 for those people who were employed after 1983
when the National Insurance Scheme was introduced.

5.4 OPPORTUNITIES FOR PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES
The World Health Organization estimates that 10% to 17% of the world’s population has a disability, ranging from
sensory, physical through to intellectual. The opportunities and support a nation provides for persons with disabilities
is an indication of the moral fibre of that country.
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In the first term, your NDC Government Promised and Delivered
• Signed the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities in 2010
• Ensured that the Grenadian education system was responsive to the learning requirements of children with
disabilities.
In the second term, your NDC Government will:
• Review the UN Convention on the rights of Persons with Disabilities (PWDs) and move to ratify the Convention
• Establish a broad-based coalition to identify the action items and monitor adherence to the Convention.
• Through the micro and small business facilities, establish a window and necessary loan products and services
for PWDs desirous of establishing or expanding an enterprise.
• Ensure that a percentage of new jobs created will be set aside for PWDs who meet job requirements
• Support NGOs who provide opportunities for inclusion of PWDs through sports, education and economic
empowerment.
• Establish a National Disability Advisory Board, led by a person with a disability. This Board would advise the
government on issues relating to the community of persons with disabilities.

5.5 EMPOWERING OUR COMMUNITIES
The NDC strongly believes that our communities, our traditions and
community spirit are fundamental tenets of our Grenadian society. These
attributes should be preserved. As such, the NDC will continue to
implement the following measures:
In the second term, your NDC Government will:
•

•
•
•
•
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Improving community
facilities to cater to the
needs of children, young
people and families

Strengthen the capacity of community organizations to solve problems and generally to meet the needs of
people in their own villages through programmes such as the Market Access and Rural Enterprise Programme
(MAREP), the sustainable livelihood project, and other community development projects.
Decentralize critical services enabling access to information, training and facilities. Our establishment of
Community access points, e-enabled medical stations and WIFI points will be expanded.
Give maximum support to agriculture and community tourism activities to build local capacity, productivity and
independence. Assist in supporting access to grants from international development partners.
Improve local community infrastructure to enable rural people to enjoy a good standard of living.
Encourage all elected Members of Parliament to establish consultation councils which will function as a sounding
board for major development issues in respective parishes.
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5.6 OUR GRENADIAN CULTURE
Our Grenadian culture is a source of national pride,
patriotism and potential economic benefits. We will
seek to position the Grenadian identity at the centre of
national development and, as such, provide
opportunities for Grenadians, especially our youth, to
rediscover the elements of that identity which has
served us well in the past and which will propel us
forward in our quest to achieve national prosperity.
Further, the NDC recognises culture as a sector in its
own right. In this regard we will consider it important
to actively pursue building cultural industries and
creative industries.
In the first term, your NDC Government Promised and Delivered
• Completed our first ever national cultural policy as promised, following widespread consultation with stakeholders.
• Integrated cultural studies into our educational curriculum.
• Established new cultural festivals and products such as the Maroon, String Band and Book Festival.
In the second term, your NDC Government will:
•

•
•
•

•
•

Provide institutional support for artistic and creative products, which have the potential for wealth creation and
income generation for the artises. Our objective is to support the artistes in their quest to earn a living from his
God-given talents. New levels of support will be given to the performing arts, as well as the visual arts.
Special encouragement will be given to knowledge-based goods and services.
We will encourage greater private sector investment in the creative arts through tax incentives.
We will create opportunities for showcasing the nation’s creative talents such as the Maroon Festival, and the
Spice World Festival will be expanded. Better professional management will be brought to Carnival to engender
the harmonious cooperation of all the major players in this important national event.
Actively seek out and embrace opportunities for the training of our artistes to hone their creativity, as well as
acquire capabilities in related disciplines.
We see the creative industries as a major vehicle for youth development and will create a special project for
spotting the young and gifted and providing sustained nurturing to such individuals.

We will seek to position the Grenadian identity at
the centre of national development and, as such,
provide opportunities for Grenadians, especially
our youth...to achieve national prosperity
25
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5.7 SPORTS FOR ALL

The NDC embraces sports as a major contributor to a healthy
and productive society. We continue to view sports as a core
component of national development and a source of national
pride and identity. Our view that through sports, our citizens
have opportunities to perform on the world stage and in the
process win recognition for our nation, has been clearly
exemplified with the superb performance of Kirani James at
the 2012 Olympics.
The NDC will continue to foster sports as a major endeavour to increase the opportunities for social, cultural and
economic advancement for all Grenadians.
In the second term, your NDC Government will:
•

Ensure that all Grenadians, regardless of age, abilities or socio-economic status can participate in sports
either for fun, health and fitness, social relationships and/or employment.

•

Ensure that all facilities are maximized; additional playing fields will be lighted allowing for increased community
activities.

•

Invest in physical infrastructure. Sporting disciplines such as lawn tennis, swimming, water polo, basketball,
baseball and squash will be taken to the people wherever they are, including the rural parishes.

•

Ensure that additional structures necessary to fully implement our new sports policy will be put in place.
These facilities will allow for ease of access of senior citizens and persons with disabilities.

•

Begin the exploration of sports tourism to maximize the commercial opportunities in sports. A special
unit will be set up in the ministry to focus on the many possibilities in collaboration with the Ministry of Tourism.
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6 CREATING THE ENVIRONMENT FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
6.1 INVESTMENT FACILITATION
The NDC Administration has pursued an aggressive programme of improving Grenada’s competitiveness. This
drive towards competitiveness has found expression in impressive achievements in Doing Business Reforms and
Investment Facilitation. In 2009, the World Bank ranked Grenada as one of the top ten reformers in the world.
In the first term, your NDC Government Promised and Delivered
•

•

•

•

•
•

The Doing Business Reforms have been comprehensive and have had a transformational impact on the
operations of the Industrial Development Corporation, Customs, Inland Revenue and the Bureau of Standards.
These reforms have brought benefits not only to the businessman, but also to the man in the street. We
have witnessed significant reductions in the time taken to transact business, such as the clearance of goods at
the Customs, as well as the provision of a greater range of services to the business community and the general
public by public sector agencies.
Frontier-breaking strides have been made in investment facilitation. Grenada’s Investment Promotion Agency,
the GIDC, earned the distinction of being judged as the No.1 Investment Promotion Agency in the ACP group of
countries in 2012.
For the first time in Grenada’s history we have an investment generation strategy. This strategy seeks to balance
the economics of investment with the social and cultural aspirations of the Grenadian people. It is grounded in
the five transformational sectors and seeks to maximize Foreign Direct Investment, Overseas Development
Assistance and Domestic Investment.
The Investment Generation Strategy breaks with the passive investment generation approach of the
past and is guided by an activist system of targeting sectors, niches within sectors, projects, specific
investors and strategic partners. This will be backed by an incentives framework that is positively linked to such
considerations as job creation, foreign exchange earnings, infrastructural development, value-added as well
as macro-economic linkages to the rest of the economy.
This activist investment facilitation approach has already attracted the Sandals International Resorts to Grenada
after the previous administration failed for ten years to do so.
Grenada has also moved from 98th to 73rd for ease of doing business. We are now better able to attract even
more direct foreign investments.

In 2009, the World Bank ranked
Grenada as one of the top ten
reformers in the World.
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In the next term, your NDC Government will:
Enact legislation which will:
• Ease the registration of property
• Enable the enforcement of contracts
• Resolve insolvency

6.2 BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT
Seventy percent of jobs in Grenada are created by businesses, primarily small and medium, in all sectors of the economy.
These businesses need a stable, predictable and equitable environment in which to operate, flourish and grow.
In the first term, your NDC Government Promised and Delivered
•

Expeditiously passed the new Investment Promotion Act, clearly establishing the conditions and framework for
all investors and fulfilling our manifesto commitment. The enactment of this Act followed extensive consultation
with the private sector, consistent with the NDC’s core philosophy of partnership with all stakeholders as a
fundamental pillar of good governance.

In the second term, your NDC Government will:
Continue to work with all categories of business to provide the necessary support and assistance to enable sustained
growth. Specifically we will:
•

Expand the private sector development unit in the Ministry of Finance to enable a more comprehensive and
timely response to the needs of the sector

•

Institutionalize a stakeholder-constituted Economic Advisory Council.

•

Seek to raise and make available financing for small and medium-size businesses.

•

To incentivize, encourage and assist local businesses to accelerate the adoption and use of ICT.

•

A new Law incorporating the 2009 Small Business Policy will be developed. This Law will treat with all the
issues surrounding the development of small businesses.
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6.3 NATIONAL SECURITY
Grenada is recognized as a peaceful and friendly country.
In fact, this constitutes one of our greatest strategic and
competitive assets, recognized by our citizens, visitors
and investors. The NDC is committed to preserving this,
hence its focus on the building of an efficient, professional
and accountable national security infrastructure.
In the first term, your NDC Government
Promised and Delivered

•

For the first time since Independence, the Chief of Police was appointed through a transparent independent
process where the best applicant was given the job. This is consistent with the NDC’s explicit policy to recognize
the independence of national institutions. Since then, Grenadians have recognized the professional strides that
the police force has been making and the resultant positive impact on our levels of crime. The NDC will continue
to implement measures designed to improve the operation of the Grenada Police Force.

In the second term, your NDC Government will:
•

Improve the investigative capacity of the Royal Grenada Police Force

•

Ensure fairness and equity within the RGPF

•

Strengthen the Criminal Investigation Department

•

Build a new proper Police Headquarters

•

Repair and improve substations around the country

•

Review the housing needs and working conditions of members of the police force with a view to addressing them.

•

Improve the forensic and record-keeping capacity of the RPGF

•

Strengthen the Special Branch, Traffic Branch and Prosecution Departments

•

Enhance the level of training and opportunities for personal development of members of the RPGF

•

Introduce performance indicators to measure and guide improved standards.

•

Complete and make functional an institution to house young offenders and establish a programme to support
their rehabilitation.

•

Continue to make improvements to Her Majesty’s prison.
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6.4 HOUSING AND SHELTER SOLUTIONS
Consistent with the NDC’s policy that all Grenadians should
enjoy decent, affordable housing, the government attempted
to solve the housing problems of many Grenadians over the
past four years.
In the first term, your NDC Government
Promised and Delivered
•

Titles were regularized in the communities of Mirabeau, Loretto, Mt. Horne, Paradise, Beausejour, Frequente,
Beaton and La Sagesse, enabling many Grenadians to improve their financial situation.
• New settlements were also completed in Frequente, Soubise and Mt. Gay.
• In total EC$18 million was spent in the past four years on the sustainable livelihood, the Grenada Home
Improvement Scheme, the Venezuelan Housing Project, the Dunfermline Housing Project, Sites and Services,
the Moon Shadow Park relocation and the PRC housing project.
In the second term, your NDC Government will:
• Develop a new settlement in Douglaston on new lands recently procured.
• Ensure that the additional 637 Chinese-donated homes will be built at Douglaston, St. John; Diamond, St. Mark;
Morne Delice, St. George; and Dumfries, Carriacou.
• Continue to support access to housing for the most vulnerable with the allocation of lands and housing assistance.
• Conduct a review of the housing needs of the police, nurses, teachers and public servants with a view to raising
required finance to increase their access to affordable housing solutions.

6.5 FOREIGN POLICY
AND FOREIGN TRADE
Realizing the objectives of the transformational sectors is
highly dependent on Government securing the necessary
resources from friendly countries, the private sector and
international organizations. As such, the NDC will continue
to pursue an external policy that will ensure that the
interests of Grenadians at home and abroad are protected
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and maximized. As we continue to engage the world, we will pursue a consistent foreign policy that is mutually
beneficial. A major focus will be on developing and deepening relationships with emerging and non-traditional
partners around the world. The NDC embraces foreign policy as an instrument of national development.
In the second term, your NDC Government will:
•

Establish a Resource Mobilization Team, comprising highly qualified and experienced technicians/professionals,
which will be mandated to search the world for development resources.

•

Promote Grenada as a safe tourist destination

•

Promote Grenada as an attractive investment location

•

Seek sustained market access for Grenada’s goods and services

•

Promote the deepening of the OECS Economic Union and CARICOM integration movement

•

Support a coordinated regional foreign policy among OECS and CARICOM states.

•

Seek partnerships and implement good practices for initiatives in the areas of:
-

Technical and financial assistance, grants and concessional loans

-

Adaptable and suitable technologies

-

Human Resource Development and capacity building

-

Climate change adaptation projects

-

Information Communications Technology for employment, cost savings, productivity enhancements and
modernisation

-

Youth development programmes

-

Renewable energy projects

6.6 ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY
The NDC consistently articulates that environmental sustainability is a fundamental tenet of its development
approach. This philosophy of development was carried to the world as Grenada led the AOSIS negotiations on climate
change talks over the past four years. Our leadership role and proactive approach has also delivered various projects
aimed at addressing many environmental issues. Some of these include:
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In the first term, your NDC Government Promised and Delivered
• We accessed a grant of 2.5 million euros from the EU for the Carriacou wind energy project.
• Accessed grant funds and technical assistance from the OAS, the Commonwealth Secretariat and IRENA, valued
at over EC$540,000
• Mobilized a grant from the GEF for EC$3.24 million under the ESD Caraibes project to be used for soft loans
to enable the purchase of renewable energy and energy efficiency technology by householders and commercial
establishments.
• Negotiated loans valued at EC$5.4 million (at 0% interest and an indefinite payback period) from SIDS DOCK.
Part of these funds is to be used to finance the ECERA project.
• To date, we have managed to secure approximately EC$17.6 million in grants and very concessionary
financing for our domestic energy sector.
• The government has also met its commitment to repeal the amendments to the National Parks and Protected
Areas Act.
In the second term, your NDC Government will:
•
•
•
•
•

Manage and control the utilization of coral reefs and other marine ecosystems by the tourism industry.
Continue to manage and control the collection of sand from beaches.
Implement measures to protect and replant mangroves.
Develop and enforce a Land Use Policy.
Continue the implementation of the re-afforestation programme to replant the forests that were destroyed by
Hurricane Ivan and to encourage the planting of trees and the creation of green spaces.
• Promote integrated watershed management by the agricultural sector.
• Improve the public transportation service – in consultation with the Bus Drivers Association.
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6.7 INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT AND MAINTENANCE
Quality physical infrastructure is critical to sustain socio-economic development. It is the NDC’s objective to work to
ensure that all infrastructure is developed on par with what obtains in the electricity and telecommunications sectors.
As such, special focus will be on improving waste management, water management and road development.
In the second term, your NDC Government will:
•
•
•
•
•

Focus on the integration of waste management to generate energy
Focus on the production, harvesting and supply of water
Ensure the management of our road construction methods and processes to improve the life span of our roads
Implement effective maintenance programmes, including adequate drainage and flood mitigation
Upgrade our urban centres. Specifically the physical infrastructure of our towns will be addressed. Sidewalks
and other physical amenities will be rebuilt.
• Strategies to reduce the cost of electricity and promote renewable energy, including solar and wind, will be pursued.
• Improve the public transportation service in consultation with key stakeholders
• Pursue the joint liberalization of the electricity sector with other OECS countries

6.8 REGIONAL TRANSPORT
AND CIVIL AVIATION
Regional transport for the movement of people and
goods is essential for national and regional development
and continues to be a major challenge. Increased air
transport costs have led to a decline in intra-regional
travel. This does not augur well for the deepening of the
regional integration movement.
In the second term, your NDC Government will:
•
•

Continue to facilitate adequate and affordable airlift into Grenada.
Maintain excellent relationships with our European, American and Caribbean carriers and work with them, as
the demand dictates, to increase services as appropriate. This nonetheless should be affordable.
• Seek to rationalize the open-skies policy and to negotiate adequate and necessary air transport licensing
agreements.
• Further seek to improve the efficiency of transit of goods and passengers through both our airports and seaports,
working closely with the regional and international air transportation regulatory bodies.
• Continue to explore options with regional governments and the private sector to address intra-regional
transportation problems. This will include investigating the feasibility of maritime transport.
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7

SPECIAL FOCUS

7.1 CARRIACOU AND PETITE MARTINIQUE
In fulfillment of our commitment to build a new economy in Carriacou, the NDC administration has been pursuing
several development projects including the airport expansion and the establishment of a Free Zone. These projects are
under active consideration and will materialize in our new term. The airport expansion will extend the runway from 2,000
to 4,000 feet, allowing for night landing and the accommodation of larger planes such as a 48-seater.
In the first term, your NDC Government Promised and Delivered
•
•
•
•

•
•
•

We have made considerable investments in the development and promotion of the cultural festivals such as the
Maroon Festival, the Carriacou Parang Festival, Carnival and the Carriacou Regatta.
The GRENADA YOUTH UPLIFTMENT PROGRAMME now allows full access to opportunities for development to the
youth of Carriacou.
Video-conferencing facilities for the Carriacou campus of TAMCC have been established. As a result, students
no longer have to travel to Grenada to access certain courses.
The NDC facilitated the building of a resource centre in Harvey Vale, the community centre in Mt. Pleasant, and
restored the fish market in Windward. This was done in an effort to promote Village Maroon Festivals, Regattas,
Big Drum and Shakespeare. Other centres will be refurbished.
Our investment in pond rehabilitation and construction has helped tremendously and we will continue that
programme to assist farmers.
We will continue the technical training and other support necessary to enable the development of a viable
livestock industry.
Our promise to make access to and from Carriacou and Petite Martinique as available and affordable as possible
has yielded a ferry transportation subsidy for seniors, students, the sick and all other passengers.

In the second term, your NDC Government will:
•

Build on our success so far in the promotion of the production of staples for food security. In addition to the
traditional crops we will continue to introduce new crops suited to the arid conditions.
• In the area of tourism, the relevant product strengths of Carriacou and Petite Martinique in the areas of yachting,
dive and cultural tourism will be strengthened.
• The NDC government will seek to facilitate investment in marina and dive services.
• Resources will be allocated to market Carriacou and Petite Martinique as target areas for more cruise ship visits
and land-based tourists.
• In our next term, berthing terminals for the inter-island ferry will be constructed, providing adequate facilities
in both Carriacou and Grenada.
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•

New Jetty/Port Operations will be built in 2013 at Harvey Vale to replace the existing Queen’s Jetty and Port
Operations at Hillsborough.
A form of Local Government will be introduced in Carriacou and Petite Martinique in 2013. Plans are already far
advanced.
Discussions will be held with St. George’s University to establish a Marine Biology facility in Carriacou.
A development fund for various projects will be established in collaboration with the Diaspora and other sources.
Pursue the establishment of a 100-room hotel, with the assistance of investors.
Introduce the Cadet Corps to Carriacou
Establish an ICT backbone in Carriacou and Petite Martinique.

7.2 DIASPORA
Olympic Gold has inspired Grenadians everywhere and reintroduced us to the world. Grenadians living and working
in different countries and earning distinction, recognition and incomes are intrinsically tied to the motherland. They
carry the ‘SPICE SPIRIT’ to work, to the field of sport, to business and to their professions.
The NDC has commenced a structured process to enable the relationship between our people overseas and our local
residents to be better integrated and focused for the collective development of our country. This process will be
deepened and strengthened so that all Grenadians in the Diaspora could legitimately impact the social, political,
economic and cultural interests of the nation.
Accordingly, the NDC will aggressively facilitate the process to ensure the full integration and participation of the
Grenadian Diaspora in the life of the nation.
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7.3 THE DIVIDENDS OF GOOD GOVERNANCE
The NDC’s proud record of integrity and honesty in public life has been a major contributing factor in attracting
investors as well as the goodwill of the international community. Over the last four years, the integrity, honesty and
transparency of the NDC has earned for Grenada the respect of the international community.
Good governance remains an important precondition for sustained development as it attracts increased aid, increased
loans, legitimate investments and engenders increased confidence in the country. On the contrary, poor governance
contributes to the opposite and stymies a country’s growth possibilities. That is why many international organizations,
institutions and friendly countries became wary of dealing with the NNP administration. That is why our country is
now faced with an extremely high debt to GDP ratio. The lack of political will to implement strategic decisions, the
absence of sound plans and the lack of accountability displayed also contributed to that state and negatively affected
Grenada’s prospects.
There is value in a good reputation, just as there is a financial and social price to be paid for the cost of corruption
in public office.
In the first term, your NDC Government Promised and Delivered Good Governance Dividends
•

The resolute pursuance of good governance is the reason why, for example, the NDC administration was able
to unlock approximately EC$200 million in grants since taking office, and to command the respect and
admiration of many countries and international institutions.
• Very soon all Grenadians desirous of travelling to the SCHENGEN countries would no longer require a visa for entry.
The relevant EU committee has recommended to the European parliament who should meet shortly to include
Grenada in this category of countries.
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•

•

Grenadian nationals are now eligible to participate in the H-2A and H-2B Nonimmigrant Worker Programmes
in the USA effective January 13, 2013. This agreement runs for a year and has to be renewed annually.
Grenada is the only country that has now been added to this list of 59 countries. This visa allows US employers
to bring Grenadian nationals to fill seasonal and temporary agricultural jobs.
That is also one of the reasons why a large chain such as SANDALS has made the decision to invest in Grenada.

In the second term, your NDC Government will:
Continue to pursue its good governance agenda, and the process will be deepened with:
• The full implementation of The Integrity in Public Life Act
• The pursuit of national discussions on campaign financing
• The institutionalization of mechanisms to account to constituents.

8

THE NEXT CHAPTER

8.1 THE NDC HAS DELIVERED
The NDC has clearly demonstrated over the past four and a half years its commitment to the sustainable development
of Grenada. We have boldly articulated a growth vision, strategy and plan that will transform our country, putting it on
a path that will provide benefits for all Grenadians, including future generations. We have achieved several milestones,
and we did this during the throes of the deepest recession in the last eighty five-years of the world’s history.
That plan has so far yielded the following benefits:
•

Improved Grenada’s image as a place to live and do business
- The restoration of Grenada as a creditworthy country
- Our good governance agenda has made Grenada a better, safer and freer place to live where all
rights are respected.
- A new energy policy incorporating renewable energy initiatives and the delimitation of Grenada’s
maritime boundary with Trinidad and Tobago

•

Recognised the need to diversify our economic base
- New agro-processing facilities
- Renewed agriculture by generating increased annual outputs: nutmeg and cocoa production increased.
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•

Focused on the vulnerable and at-risk groups
- Implemented the youth upliftment, apprenticeship and entrepreneurship programmes
- Lit playing fields to increase extended access
- Implemented and continued many safety net programmes:
•
(MAREP) Market Access and Rural Enterprise Development project
•
Energy for the poor and
•
Duty-free barrel initiative, among others

•

Recognized and acted on the role of education in sustainable development
- Independent scholarship unit and increased scholarships for young Grenadians
- Free school books
- Universal secondary education
- The building of a new hospital with teaching facilities
- UWI campus to be built soon
- Revised educational curriculum focusing on holistic education, many schools refurbished, rebuilt and
expanded; increased teacher training

•

Developed a policy framework for critical areas
- New sports policy and new culture policy
- New energy policy
- New gender policy
- Most exhaustive legislative agenda in our history, modernizing dozens of our laws.

Grenadians will acknowledge that the NDC government has changed the mood and temperature of our country.
People now feel free to participate and express their views. Our respect for our heritage and traditions has been
paramount, and we have been mature and responsible in the management of our national assets and resources.
People trust the leadership of Prime Minister Tillman Thomas and the NDC because of its values, principles and
consistency in upholding these attributes.
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8.2 OUR CONTRACT WITH GRENADIANS
Our NDC government will continue to strengthen the platform we established for building a new economy
in Grenada. This economy will consolidate our traditional sectors and pursue new initiatives and areas of
productive activity that will create new jobs, new income streams, build our knowledge base and skills,
increase our competitiveness and provide improved goods and services. The building process will continue
to involve all stakeholders in a genuine partnership. This is critical to harness all our resources and to
ensure that we all can take ownership of national decisions and actions.
We know that the participation of the private sector, the labour movement, the NGO family and all other
agents of economic and social transformation is paramount. This inclusive approach to our national
development remains a cornerstone of the NDC philosophy. This approach has to be supported by a united,
committed people who are prepared to work smarter and harder to increase our productivity levels.
Let us reflect on some of the things we are committing to in our second term and for which you can indeed
hold us accountable.
•

Achieving Fiscal Stability
- Managing expenditure effectively: currently 50% remuneration, 30% debt servicing
- Exploring opportunities for increased revenues
- Judicious borrowing and new debt restructuring

•

Building a Sustainable Economy
- Restructuring the Grenadian economy: new revenue streams and employment generation:
Five pillars --- energy, tourism, ICT, agri-business, health/educational services
- Refocusing on our competitive edge in agri-business: cocoa, nutmeg, fruits and vegetables,
value-added activities
- Implementing a national “Buy, Consume Local Products” campaign
- Pursuing training in energy-related fields
- Focusing on small business stimulation and facilitation
- Focusing on exports including services

•

Building and Supporting our Social Capital
- Accelerated training of youth: new curriculum focus. Entrepreneurship, IDC, ICT and Centre for excellence
- Pursuing training of nurses and allied health professionals
- Maintaining social safety nets and managing the cost of living

•

Building Partnerships with Grenadians and Others
- Negotiating a social contract with stakeholders on wages, prices and incomes
- Promoting the need to build a national civic-minded patriotic society
- Maximizing grant opportunities
- Building mutually beneficial bilateral relationships

Now that we have laid the foundation, our challenge is to accelerate the pace of implementation and expansion.
To do so, the NDC needs to be returned to office to continue building on the plans that we have outlined.
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NDC, Your Best Choice
Your choice is whether to return Grenada to the
dark days of failed policies, questionable negotiations which
resulted in squandering our opportunities to move towards prosperity,
the plundering of Grenada’s national assets and declining creditworthiness,
or to hold our heads high in confidence with a TRUSTED and
responsible NDC government.
The future of Grenada lies in safe,
trusted and visionary NDC hands.
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