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Yes, this is a New Bermuda
• Democratic Electoral Reforms
• A Smaller Cabinet
• Fewer Government Ministries

• Democratic constitutional and electoral
reform with one man, one vote

• Confidence that shows
• Steady economic growth
• Expanding international business
• New airline services from new gateway cities
• Value added Cruise Line Agreements
• Enlightened policy on Long-Term Residents, at last!
• Improved health care benefits for seniors
• Reduced land tax burden on seniors
• 80% of seniors who own their own homes,
or have 3 year leases, do not pay land tax

• Standards to govern the care of seniors
• Alternatives to Incarceration Initiative
• Revolution in Education
• Sleek New Ferries
• New bus shelters and lay bys
• Long distance telephone rates now just 16 cents per minute,
a dramatic drop from $1.25 per minute

• Choice of cable TV providers
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Government is working to make it better for all.

Agenda For Bermuda
Jennifer M. Smith JP, DHumL
Premier of Bermuda
Party Leader, Bermuda Progressive Labour Party

The Progressive Labour Party’s Agenda for
Bermuda is a work in progress that started with
the vision of our forefathers for a society that
treated all persons equitably.

From the outset, the PLP pressed for single seat,
one vote, constituencies.

The 2003 agenda is the PLP’s eleventh Election
Platform in our 40th Anniversary year.

We pressed successfully, for full racial integration
in our schools.

From its inception, the PLP has been a potent
catalyst for change in Bermuda.

We pressed for free secondary education so that
those who could not afford fees would not be
denied an education.

On our long journey to Government, the PLP
has politically educated the electorate and
brought about advances in the political and
economic sphere in Bermuda.
Every social and civic advance in Bermuda was
first conceptualised in a PLP platform, in fact, the
social progress of this island can be followed
through successive PLP platforms.

Finally we made that happen.

We called for Government-funded national
health insurance.
We called for the encouragement of international companies as a spur to economic growth.
We pressed successfully for Old Age Pensions.
We pressed, successfully, for the 18-year old vote.

Every social and civic advance in Bermuda was
first conceptualised in a PLP platform, in fact,
the social progress of this island can be
followed through successive PLP platforms.
We’ve only just begun.
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This has been the character of the Progressive
Labour Party’s Agenda for Bermuda.

transition to a New Bermuda under a PLP
Government was destined.

Progressive change for the benefit of all.

That change never comes without challenge is
as much a constant as the assertion that change
is only constant in human affairs, and in nature.

We have articulated this agenda consistently,
and with unwavering commitment.
Our vision, agenda and purpose are as constant
as the Northern Star and they shine with equal
clarity.
We exult in the legacy created for us by the
founders of this great party, for it is a proud
legacy.
The Progressive Labour Party is the custodian of,
and the catalyst to, Bermuda’s social conscience.
We have been this island’s principal agent of
change.
Nowhere was this more pronounced than on
November 9, 1998.

With the general election that finally brought
genuine majority government to this country,
Bermuda experienced dramatic, positive and
enduring change on November 10, 1998.
The vast majority of Bermudians celebrated that
change.
It was a moment in time for which they had
long yearned and for which they had untiringly
struggled.
For most of us, November 9, 1998 was both
Emancipation and Liberation all compressed
into an unforgettable moment of ecstasy.
Bermuda had at last graduated to government
of the people, by the people, and for the people.

Quite propitiously, on the cusp of two centuries and two millennia, Bermuda’s voters,
ended the rule of the oligarchy that had controlled this island for more than three
decades.

Despite the predictions of economic collapse
the first Progressive Labour Party government
has weathered the storm and we have emerged
a more united and committed group.

By a convincing majority, voters elected
Bermuda’s first Progressive Labour Party
Government and its first genuine majority
government.

For the people of Bermuda as well as for the
international community, Bermuda’s first
genuine majority government has been a
notable success.

It is difficult to escape the belief that this historic
development was ordained; that this society’s

Such approval is not easily won.

We have grown the economy, generated
new jobs, reformed education and
broadened the number of Bermudians
with access to economic opportunity.
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Government is working to make it better for all.

Within this framework, the new PLP
Government will reduce the size of
Cabinet and function with fewer
Ministries. We will also work to introduce
full time Ministers.
We have delivered on our Platform promises.

The Progressive Labour Party Government
hit the ground running in November 1998
with a solid philosophical foundation, outstanding talent and a clear vision for
Bermuda.

Indeed, we have exceeded most expectations.

We brought unprecedented passion to putting
the Bermudian identity first, as demonstrated by
last year’s inauguration of the trans-Atlantic
African Diaspora Heritage Trail.
Members of the PLP Government had to
demonstrate to the world that Bermuda was
in the competent hands of a government that
was business friendly, progressive, effective
and forward thinking.
We kept Bermuda on an even keel through testing crises such as the global recession of the late
nineties, the OECD threat and the aftermath of
September 2001.
Even with the vigorous exercise of democratic rights within the Progressive Labour Party
and within the government, we have preserved Bermuda’s political stability and
strengthened our institutions of Democracy.
We have grown the economy, generated new
jobs, reformed education and broadened the
number of Bermudians with access to economic
opportunity.
Progressive Labour Party government policies
have strategically positioned Bermuda’s leadership in the new global economy, which
embraces financial and other services, such as
tourism and information technology.

We have remained true to the PLP’s vision for
Bermuda.
We return to the electorate, confident that the
Progressive Labour Party’s performance in
Government has laid the foundation for your
trust in the pledges we make in this 2003 platform.
We make no grandiose promises.
We simply pledge to continue to do those
things, which will make life in Bermuda better
for all and to do our best on those things, that
bring the greatest good to the society that we
continue to shape in the New Bermuda.
We promise to continue to build a country

•
••
•
•
•
•
•
•

Where fairness rules;
Where no one is left behind;
Where, in diversity, we live in harmony;
Where government serves all people with
equal zeal;
Where human dignity, economic opportunity and social progress are the right of all;
Where all who are able to work find dignity
and reward in secure jobs, or in their own
enterprises.
Where every aspiring entrepreneur has the
opportunity to operate his or her own business on a level playing field;
Where our seniors are venerated and protected in their golden years;
Where our young people are in tune with

We’ve only just begun.
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their communities and optimistic about their
future;

•

Where government continues to operate in
the sunshine of public scrutiny.

These are the ideals and goals that propelled
the PLP into being 40 year ago.
These are the ideals and goals that continue to
motivate us.
The PLP Government has made it demonstrably
better for all in Bermuda in less than five short
years.

is truly gratifying.
The love that you continue to shower upon me
is truly humbling.
I thank God for you.
I thank you for your pledges of support.
As the election campaign moves to its culmination, I find constant reason to remember why my
life is in politics:
Being able to make a difference by serving
you.
I want to serve you more

And we have only just begun.
The Platform summarises the Progressive
Labour Party’s performance in our first term in
Government and presents our vision for the
next phase of the Progressive Labour Party
Government Agenda for Bermuda.

Let’s make it ever better – the second time
around.

Within this framework, the new PLP
Government will reduce the size of Cabinet
and function with fewer Ministries. We will
also work to introduce full time Ministers.
An immediate benefit is that more Members of
the House of Assembly will be able to focus on
constituency involvement and representation.

Jennifer M. Smith JP, DHumL

This will contribute to the enduring strength of
the Progressive Labour Party, which is our symbiotic connection with our voters, the majority
of Bermudian people.
When we meet with voters on the doorsteps,
they look into our eyes and see themselves.
This is what sets us apart.
We continue to rely on our heart-to-heart
communication with the Bermudian electorate.
The warmth with which voters in every constituency have welcomed the PLP’s candidates
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Government is working to make it better for all.

Sustained growth,
broader opportunities,
and new investment
The Bermuda Progressive Labour Party has managed Bermuda’s economy with insight, sound
judgment and fiscal discipline through almost
five consecutive years of positive economic
growth.

'Fortune 100' companies having a presence in
Bermuda.
$10 Billion in new capital flowed into
Bermuda post September 11 for the
expansion of existing companies and for
new start-ups such as:

•

Despite the challenges of a US recession and the
devastating aftermath of September 11, 2001,
Bermuda has enjoyed unbroken economic
growth since the PLP came to office.

••
••
•

Our record speaks for itself.

•
•
•
•
•
•

Arch Capital
AXIS Specialty
Allied World Assurance
Endurance Specialty
Montpelier Re

High credit ratings

Real GDP has grown by more than 7%
since 1998.
Household income has steadily increased;
with more than 50% of Bermudian families
enjoying combined income in excess
of $70,000.

The PLP Government’s astute management of
the economy has earned independent endorsement by objective, no-nonsense credit rating
agencies.
In each year of our first term, Bermuda has
earned very positive ratings:

More than 2,400 new jobs generated
since 1998.
We have kept the balance of payments in
surplus in very difficult global economic
conditions.

••
•

Moderate, indeed close to flat, inflation.

Moody's December 2002 Report on Bermuda is
strongly in the affirmative:

In each year since 1989, Bermuda has
merited high credit ratings from the major
arbiters of such matters.

Bermuda the world leader
in captive insurance

Moody's Investors Service: Aa1.
Standard & Poor’s: AA
Fitch Ratings: AA

“Bermuda's Aa1 foreign currency country ceilings and Aaa domestic currency ratings reflect
the island's prudent macro-economic policies,
favorable external position, and very low debt
and debt-service ratios.”
That report also looked ahead to 2003:

Bermuda is now the acknowledged world leader
in captive insurance, and one of the largest reinsurance markets in the world, with most of the

"Bermuda's rating outlook remains stable at the
current Aa1 ratings level.

We’ve only just begun.
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St. George’sNorth

Jennifer M. Smith
Constituency 1
THE HON. JENNIFER M. SMITH, JP, DHumL, led the Bermuda Progressive
Labour Party’s team to general election victory on Monday 9th November
1998. She comes with a number of first’s as her credentials; the youngest
person to run for the House of Assembly; the first Progressive Labour Party
Minister of Education; the first Bermuda Progressive Labour Party Premier,
the first female Party Leader to win a General Election. Premier Smith’s
extraordinary skills in effecting a political consensus made her the people’s
popular choice to be Premier of Bermuda.

“The island's prudent economic
and debt management, together
with the prospect for continued
favorable positions on the external accounts, supports the outlook.

carefully balanced policy of
meeting current needs
through current revenue and
planning for long term capital
projects.

more rigorous approach to
resource budgeting and in the
next budget cycle the plan is
to cover 75% of current expenditure.

The PLP Government has budgeted judiciously, controlled
expenditure and surpassed
revenue targets. Such sound
financial management has
reduced the need to borrow
for capital projects to a low
and sustainable level.

Fiscal integrity is the hallmark
of good government and the
Progressive Labour Party
Government has met this standard.

The PLP Government's management of public debt has
been judicious and productive.
At March 31, 2003, the public
debt was approximately $123.5
Million, well below the net
debt of $146.7 Million that the
PLP faced on coming into
office.

Zero Based Budgeting, which
we introduced in 1999, has
been singularly effective.

We have kept Bermuda's 'financial house' in order through a

Nearly 50% of current expenditure is now covered by this

The PLP Government has successfully defended Bermuda's
economic interests on a number of international fronts and
Bermuda is now widely regarded as a jurisdiction with strong

“Bermuda's strong reputation
among offshore centers should
help keep the sector growing."

Sound financial
management

The PLP Government's management of public debt
has been judicious and productive. At March 31,
2003, the public debt was approximately $123.5
Million, well below the net debt of $146.7 Million
that the PLP faced on coming into office.
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Government is working to make it better for all.

St. George’sWest

M. Dean Foggo
Constituency 2
DEAN FOGGO earned a Masters Degree in Business Education after completing his formal teacher training at Alabama A&M University. He also
attended Delaware State College and the Berkeley Institute. Business and
Information Technology teacher at CedarBridge Academy, he is the founder
of the Mr. & Miss CedarBridge Academy pageant, which offers young people
an opportunity to develop their interpersonal skills and proper etiquette.

To ease financial hardship related to September 11, 2001, the
Government introduced the Payroll Tax Rates (Special
Provisions) Act, giving a full year of payroll tax relief to small
businesses, taxi drivers, retailers and restaurants.
and stringently applied money
laundering legislation and
practices.

Opening the door to
economic opportunity
for more Bermudians
The PLP Government continues to work to broaden access
to economic opportunity.
The Bermuda Small Business
Development Corporation has
enabled a number of new businesses to start up during our
first term.
The PLP Government’s brokerage policy for the management of public sector pension
funds, requires investment
managers to execute 30% of

their trades through Bermuda
brokers.

services legislation with the
enactment of such statutes as:

Under the PLP Administration,
Government contracts for the
procurement of services and
supplies are more widely and
more equitably distributed.

•
•

To ease financial hardship
related to September 11, 2001,
the Government introduced
the Payroll Tax Rates (Special
Provisions) Act, giving a full
year of payroll tax relief to
small businesses, taxi drivers,
retailers and restaurants.

Modernising financial
services legislation
The PLP Government has modernised Bermuda's financial

We’ve only just begun.

•
•

The Banks and Deposit
Companies Act 1999
The Trusts (Regulation of
Trust Business) Act 2001
The Insurance Amendment
Act 2001
The Bermuda Monetary
Authority Amendment Act
2001, which established the
Bermuda Monetary
Authority as an independent
regulator for financial
services including banking
and deposit business, trust
business, investment
business and insurance
business.
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St David’s

Danvers O. Seymour
Constituency 3
DANVERS O’KEEFE SEYMOUR is a graduate of the Berkeley Institute and
Culham Teacher Training College in Berkshire, England. He has taught at
Paget Primary, Warwick Secondary School and the Berkeley Institute. then
spent 8 years as the Ministry of Youth and Sport’s Youth and Camping
Coordinator. A committed educator, Danvers returned to teaching with
stints at Dellwood Middle School and Prospect Primary School.

Rescuing, Reviving and
Rebuilding Bermuda’s Tourism
When the Bermudian electorate swept the PLP into
Government in 1998, we inherited a tourism plant and an
industry that needed intensive
care.
The ever ebullient late David
Allen, bubbling with ideas for a
tourism renaissance, must be
given recognition for three pivotal developments:

•
•
•

The watershed Hotel
Concessions Act
Bermuda’s groundbreaking
current Cruise ship
policy, and
the African Diaspora
Heritage Trail with Bermuda
as its centerpiece.

The Hotels Concessions Act
has led to a sustained and
substantial flow of investment in our visitor accommodation infrastructure.
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The African Diaspora Heritage
Trail is an extraordinarily bold
embracing of historical links
that had hitherto been muted,
if not denied.
A government/industry partnership defines the PLP’s fundamental approach to the
management and development of Bermuda’s tourism
thrust; and the Bermuda
Alliance for Tourism, another of
David Allen’s legacies, was pivotal in the selection of
Bermuda’s current advertising
agency and in the development of Bermuda’s re-branding
and marketing campaign.
Government’s speedy and
effective intervention immediately following the terrorist
attacks on America on
September 11, 2001 included:

•

A one-year moratorium on
payroll taxes for businesses
that were particularly

vulnerable to the fallout
from 9/11.

•

•

Together with this, the PLP
Government provided
significant funding for a
sizeable spending credit for
on-island use by visitors,
which helped to keep the
doors of business open,
cash registers busy and
Bermudians employed
during that critical period.
In addition, the Government
intervened with substantial
funding for the Companion
Fly Free promotion that
helped to put bodies in
beds in our hotels at a
crucial time.

The PLP will not abdicate
responsibility for our all-important tourism sector and we will
continue to work with industry
partners to make sure that
tourism works for everyone in
Bermuda.

Government is working to make it better for all.

St. George’sSouth

M. D. Renee Webb
Constituency 4
MAURINE DORNETTE "RENÉE" WEBB, Minister of Tourism, Telecommunications and
eCommerce is an internationally recognized authority on E-Commerce, with noted
expertise in human affairs, health, social services, management and international affairs.
She earned a BA in Political Studies from Queen's University in Ontario, Canada, and an
MA in International Affairs. She completed Post Graduate studies in Humanitarian Law
at the Institute of Human Rights in Strasbourg, France, earned a degree in French
Language and Civilization from The Sorbonne, Paris, and studied International Taxation
and U.S. Tax Systems.

Revolutionising Education
Not only have we delivered
in education, we have
exceeded expectations.
Recognising that new directions and radical approaches
are required to ensure a
Bermuda Public School System
that is first-rate, first-choice and
first-class, the PLP Government
set out on a path of renewal
and reform in close collaboration with all stakeholders.
Thus the Bermuda Education
Strategic Team (B.E.S.T.) plan
was born, with the core mandate of imbuing a culture of
achievement in the Bermuda
Public School students.

•

We have significantly
reduced class size at the
primary level so that our
educators are better able to
identify and to respond to
the needs of individual
students.

•
•

•

We expanded the range of
alternative delivery of
instruction for those
students who benefit from
a more intimate learning
environment.
We have created a policy
on home schooling that
ensures home schooled
children undertake a
curriculum that provides
them with an acceptable
education.
We doubled the value of
the Bermuda Government
Scholarship from $12,500
to $25,000. The increase
applies to current

scholarship holders as well
as new applicants.

•

•

•

We have expanded
eligibility for the
Bermuda Government
scholarship to include
exceptionally gifted and
talented achievers at the
secondary school graduate
level.
We also increased Teacher
Training Awards to $10,000
per annum and the Further
Education Award and
Interest-Free Student Loans
to a maximum of $7,500
per annum.
In light of the world-wide

We have significantly reduced
class size at the primary level so
that our educators are better able
to identify and to respond to the
needs of individual students.
We’ve only just begun.
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HamiltonEast

Derrick V. Burgess
Constituency 5
DERRICK BURGESS, current President of the Bermuda Industrial Union,
holds a Diploma in Hotel Management from Lewis Hotel School,
Washington, D.C. The former Personnel Director for Grotto Bay Hotel and
General House Manager for the former Coral Island Hotel/Palmetto Bay
Hotel, Derrick also studied at the University of New Hampshire, the
University of Maryland and City College of Chicago.

shortage of teachers, we
introduced the Teachers as
Scholars Programme which
enabled over forty persons
to study locally at Wheelock
College to qualify as trained
teachers.

•
•

We also provided local
training for uncertified
teachers working in the
education system.
After extensive research
and consultation with
teachers, principals, and
parents, the PLP
Government introduced
Bermuda's first national
educational standards.

•

•

The PLP Government
introduced annual Awards
of Excellence to publicly
recognise the work of
principals, educators,
parents and students who
meet and exceed the gold
standard in Bermuda’s
Public School System.
In 2002, we introduced an
annual Education Expo to
celebrate the achievements
of our public school
system. This family-friendly
event, which includes
lectures, workshops, a
vendors’ display and a
showcase for students’
work, will take place again
in October.

•

•

We amended the National
Training Board Act in 2002,
to provide for a revised
administrative structure
and increased staff, to
better equip it to respond
to the needs of Bermudians.

In the ongoing revolution
in education, we will:

After extensive research and •
consultation with teachers,
principals, and parents, the
PLP Government introduced •
Bermuda's first national
educational standards.
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We introduced the
Bermuda Educators'
Council Act 2002 which
provides for the
establishment of an
independent Council for
licensing principals,
teachers and para-educators,
and which will maintain a
register of licensed teachers.

Continue the roll-out of
policies and programmes
from the B.E.S.T. action
teams to improve
standards, student
achievement and public
school results.
Continue to develop
opportunities for
professional development
and training, locally and
overseas.

Government is working to make it better for all.

HamiltonWest

Wilbur M. H. Lowe Jr.
Constituency 6
REV. DR. WILBUR MCLAREN HOWLITT LOWE, JR earned a Master of Divinity Degree
from Payne Theological Seminary in Ohio, graduating at the top of his class. He
earned a second Masters Degree in Educational Psychology, and a Doctorate of
Ministry from United Theological Seminary in Dayton, Ohio. He was awarded an
honorary Doctor of Humanities Degree from Monrovia College in Africa. He was the
first Bermudian to pastor St. Paul's AME Church in Hamilton.

•

•
•

•

Continue to stress the
importance of character
education and cultural
education in the
development of the
student.
Encourage schools,
students and teachers to
establish standards for
themselves.
Continue dialogue with
individual school boards
with a view to making
them more autonomous
and to continue to devolve
power from the Ministry of
Education and Development.
To recognize the
importance of the arts
curriculum as an intrinsic
part of the Bermuda Public
School system and to
actively seek ways to
provide opportunities for
those students who are
gifted in the arts and to
consider the feasibility of a
school for the performing
arts.

•

•

To review the mandate of
our libraries and to see how
we can continue to be
innovative and forge
strong public-private
partnerships as we seek to
improve the library facilities
we can offer to the public.
To continue to empower
the Board of Education to
work in closer collaboration
with the Ministry of
Education and Development
and to also forge joint
initiatives with the Board of
the Bermuda College.

Special Needs
Education
School
We believe that students with
multiple challenges who
require therapeutic and medical support throughout the
school day would benefit from
a special needs education
school.

We’ve only just begun.

We will therefore open a special needs education school in
September 2003 for students
with multiple challenges. This
follows a collaborative process
with parents of children with
severe intense needs.

Mathematics
Literacy Project
We will introduce a mathematics literacy project designed to
improve the teaching and
learning of mathematics in the
Bermuda public school system
and thereby raise the standard
of student achievement in all
areas of mathematics.
By June 2005, 75% of all students will achieve an approved
standard on the Bermuda
Primary 3, Primary 6, Middle 3
and Senior 2 curriculum-based
mathematics assessments and
will be on grade-level for the
corresponding external standardised assessments.
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HamiltonSouth

David A. Burch
Constituency 7
LIEUTENANT COLONEL DAVID A. BURCH, the current Minister of Housing, was
Leader of Government business in the Senate. He retired as Commanding Officer of
The Bermuda Regiment after 20 years of active military service, during which he initiated an employment referral service, educational programmes and job skills training for the young Bermudians who were under his command. He is a a product of
two of Britain’s best military schools: The Royal Military Academy, Sandhurst, and
The School of Infantry,Warminster. Colonel Burch, who was awarded the OBE for his
outstanding military service, spent 14 years as a Reinsurance Underwriting
Manager with several Fortune 500 companies.

School Support
Rules
It is the intent of the planned
Rules to define the expectations for parents of students
within the Bermuda Public
School System. These expectations are aligned with the
rights and responsibilities of
parents as identified in the
Code of Conduct 2002, and
encompass two particular
areas: parental involvement in
the student's school life, and
parental responsibility for damage caused by the student.
We will amend the Education
Act 1996 to authorise the
Minister of Education and
Development to make Rules
pertaining to parental involvement in schools.

Home Schools
and Tutoring
Sites
The Education Act requires a
parent to ensure the education
of a child by regular atten-
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dance at a registered school or
otherwise. This requirement is
intended to ensure that all children resident in Bermuda have
the opportunity to receive a
suitable education.
The provision for parents to
choose to educate a child
other than in a registered
school is recognition of the
ultimate responsibility of the
parent for the education of the
child.
However, the Government has
a continuing obligation for the
appropriate education of all
the citizens of the community.
Accordingly, we introduced a
policy on home schooling to
ensure that home schooled
children are following a curriculum that will provide them
with an education, which is
deemed to be of an acceptable
standard.
We introduced regulations to
govern the operators of sites
known as tutorial sites, formerly known as home schools.

It is proposed that tutoring
sites be required to inform the
Ministry of Education and
Development of the enrolment
and regular attendance of students in a similar manner to
the requirement of private
schools.
In all other matters the students at those sites are to be
governed according to the
requirements included in the
Education Amendment Act
2002.
Tutoring sites may accept students whose parents choose to
educate them otherwise than
in a recognised school.
The number of students of
compulsory school age who
can attend such a site should
be limited to a maximum of fifteen.
The range of alternative delivery of instruction for those students who because of behavioural issues benefit from a
more intimate learning environment has also been
expanded.

Government is working to make it better for all.

SmithsSouth

Elizabeth I. Christopher
Constituency 8
ELIZABETH CHRISTOPHER, a prominent litigation attorney, is a graduate of
The Berkeley Institute, The College of William & Mary and The London
School of Economics and Political Science. A partner in Christopher Francis
Forrest, Ms. Christopher was chosen as the Bermudian Magazine’s 2003 Best
of Bermuda Gold “Best Female Defence Attorney”

Developing a quality workforce
There is no more important
branch of economic activity in
Bermuda than our hospitality
industry, and few would argue
that the provision of the highest possible quality of cuisine is
fundamental to the success of
that industry.
Hence, the critical importance
of the chefs' training initiative
being promoted by the
Occupational Advisory
Committee for Culinary
Programmes.
The three-year National
Training Board Apprenticeship
for the Culinary Arts Industry
will provide entry-level training
and international certification
for anyone interested in a
career as a professional chef.

We are especially proud
that to date, eleven technical standards have been
introduced by public notice:

•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Motor Vehicle Technology
Construction
Culinary Arts
Horticulture
Cleaning Services
Technician
Electrical Wiring
Information Technology
Air Conditioning and
Refrigeration Technology
Electronics Systems
Technician
Purchasing Supply
Management
We are proud to note that
Bermudians received Cable
Television Technician training
to the standard of the National
Cable Television Institute;
specialised training in electrical
diagnostics; as well as marine
apprentice training, motor
vehicle training and training in
power engineering and welding.

Power Engineering

We’ve only just begun.

To ensure that Bermuda continues to have a high capability workforce the PLP
Government will employ a
number of strategies and
options that will include:

•

•

•

The Tech Quest Project
catalyst to training and
development of the next
generation of technically
skilled and university
qualified technologists,
technology educators,
technology managers and
manpower training and
development specialists.
A collaborative relationship
between the NTB and the
Alberta apprenticeship
system that will enable the
NTB to utilize skill
assessment documents.
Bermuda Regiment recruits
will benefit from a joint
National Training
Board/Bermuda Regiment
effort to acquaint soldiers
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SmithsWest

Scott A. Simmons
Constituency 9
SCOTT SIMMONS was educated at the Bermuda Institute, Bermuda College,
Cornell University and University of Toronto. Mr. Simmons had a diverse
career path having been a police officer who worked in a number of divisions including Narcotics and Traffic. He was a Product Manager with the
Bank of Bermuda in Corporate Trust and Corporate Banking. He was at
Fairmont Hamilton Princess Hotel as an Assistant Manager and Director of
Security. He is currently a Project Manager and Superintendent with Trinity
Construction.

with the opportunities
available in technical
studies and training at next
year’s recruit camp. The
programme was devised to
specifically address the
needs of young recruits
who are unskilled,
unemployed or unable to
advance substantively in
employment.

•

•

•
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response award system
accounted for twenty-five
per cent of all awards. Two
hundred and sixty-five
Bermudians, studying 71
occupations at some 67
colleges, have received the
TVET award.

•

Merit awards will be
presented to private
company and public
sector agencies who
demonstrate a commitment
to technical training.
Merit awards will be
presented to technical
students and technical
instructors in recognition of
their achievement and
teaching excellence.
The Technical/Vocational
Education & Training" or
TVET II award will
complement the formal
award programme by
responding within twentyfour hours to requests for
short-course training
funding. This quick

•
•

Introduction of an Associate
of Applied Technology
Degree so that certificate
students at the Technical
Education Centre will be
able to obtain qualifications
in advanced technology,
technology management
and technology education
to advance to university.
Students will be able to
gain technical college
transfer credits, as well as
successful school to career
transition skills.
Implementation of the
Technical Occupations
Certification Programme.

Government is working to make it better for all.

SmithNorth

Patrice Parris
Constituency 10
PATRICE PARRIS served as Government’s Junior Minister for Finance, and
Community Affairs and Sport in the Senate. She attended the Berkeley Institute, and
Howard University for her Bachelor’s and Master’s degree in Business
Administration. A Past President and 1999 Big Sister of the Year, of Big Brothers & Big
Sisters of Bermuda, Patrice Parris is Executive Director of this Charity. A former chairperson of the National Youth Council, she is also a member of the Board of
Governors of the Bermuda College, and Chairperson of the Bermuda Library
Council.

HOUSING
•

•

•

The Ministry of Housing
was created on 8 October
2002 as a temporary
solution to an immediate
problem. The Ministry is
comprised of The Bermuda
Housing Corporation, the
Department of the Rent
Commissioner and has
responsibility for the
Bermuda Land Development
Company.

for Bermudians. The total
number of mortgages
currently held by the BHC is
313, worth approximately
20.5million dollars.

lord and tenant enquiries as
compared to 2,555 in 2001.
This represents a staggering
115% year on year increase.

•

The Bermuda Housing
Corporation (BHC) is
charged with promoting
access to adequate
and affordable housing and
promoting home ownership

•

There are a total of 897
clients, of which over 50%
are current in their payments.
However, BHC has taken a
firm stand in addressing

The Department of the
Rent Commissioner serves as a source of
information, counseling,
direct intervention and
referral for land lords,
tenants and the general
public who have issues, or
concerns, relevant to rent
control and the Rent
Increases (Domestic
Premises) Control Act 1978.
In 2002, the Department
dealt with over 5,500 land

We’ve only just begun.
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DevonshireEast

Neville S. Tyrrell
Constituency 11
NEVILLE SINCLAIR TYRRELL, is a former Chairman of the PLP. An
experienced administrator and manager, he had a long career at
Cable & Wireless rising to the level of Manager of Human Resources
and Administration. He is currently a Manager and Pension consultant with Colonial Pensions Services Ltd. and a Customer Relations
Manager for both Bermuda and the Cayman Islands. Mr. Tyrrell is a
Past President of the Bermuda Football Association, past Executive
member of the Centaurs United Football Club.

the arrears portfolio.
Consequently, while
working with over 95% of
those who are in difficulty
with their payments, the
Corporation are left with no
alternative but to deal
legally with the remaining
5% who have failed to do
anything about their
indebtedness.

•
•

•
•
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average of fifty-three
clients a month; negotiates
financial assistance for an
average of ten clients a
month; and conducts social
assessments for an average
of 41 clients a month.

•

BHC operates four rooming
houses for the benefit of
single females with
children, and single males.
Concentration on housing
issues through a dedicated
Ministry and a tough, but
fair, policy has resulted in a
dramatic increase in the
collection of outstanding
debts and in payments on
arrears.
Inroads have also been
made into the Emergency
List.
Support Services – the
value of this service cannot
be overestimated. Currently
it provides money
management advice to an

The Bermuda Housing
Corporation is currently
exploring the feasibility of
various forms of
non-traditional building
methods, as well as
non-traditional complexes.

The Bermuda Land
Development Company
(BLDC)

•

The BLDC is the only
limited liability company
owned by the Government
under the 1981 Companies
Act. It was set up to
manage and develop the
former Base lands in a
manner that reintegrates
these properties into
Bermuda’s social and
economic fabric and
increases employment
opportunities for present
and future generations of
Bermudians.

Strong families
for a strong
society
Convinced that strong families
make a strong society, the PLP
Government has harnessed all
resources to provide support
and opportunities for families,
with a necessary emphasis on
the child.

•
•

•
•

Since 1998, the PLP
Government has passed
thirty pieces of health
legislation.
The National Office for
Seniors and the Physically
Challenged was created to
coordinate all of the
services for seniors and the
physically challenged.
Home Health Care is now
provided by King Edward
Memorial Hospital.
An independent seniors
living centre has been
established at Southside.

Government is working to make it better for all.

DevonshireSouthCentral

Dorothy A. Burch
Constituency 12
D. AURELIA BURCH is a teacher by profession. Her influence ranges over a wide professional, religious and cultural spectrum. Mrs. Burch was educated in Bermuda at
Shortwood Teachers College, Jamaica, Queens University, and the University of
Toronto, Canada. She has the distinction of being one of the First Officers of the
Bermuda Progressive Labour Party, its first Treasurer. Mrs. Burch spent a distinguished
12 years as principal of Harrington Sound School and Prospect Primary School. She
also served as President of the Amalgamated Bermuda Union of Teachers.

•

•
•
•

New HIV/AIDS methods,
treatment and medications
have been introduced
providing improved
services and medications
for this population.

•

•

In 1999, we opened
Bermuda’s first inpatient
Detoxification Unit.
Addiction Services was
merged into a continuum
of coordinated and
restructured services at
Turning Point.
A Drug Court and
Bermuda’s first Assessment
and Referral Centre were
established.

The PLP Government has:

•

•

Developed a strategic plan
to direct the services to be
family focused.
Improved services to
maintain children within
their family settings.

•

•
•

Revamped the basic rates
of financial assistance in
order to reflect the needs
of the community.
Expanded the learning
disability programme with
the addition of a new
residence, this programme
provides more support for
families with members with
learning disabilities.
Launched a public
awareness campaign to
heighten public awareness
of the dangers associated
with the use of the ‘club
drug’ Ecstasy.

•

•
•

Introduced Paternity Leave
in our first year in office.
Agenda for improving
Public Health Services

We will:

•

•

Establish a Bermuda Health
Council to spearhead a new
approach to the management
of health care in Bermuda.

We’ve only just begun.

•

Establish a national treatment system with set
standards of practice for
treatment programmes.
Proceed with plans for
restructuring Parish Rest
Homes and long-term care
facilities, together with a
standardised assessment
tool to evaluate these facilities on a regular basis.
An intake assessment unit
will be implemented to
provide complete assessments on the family unit.
The Young Offenders Act
will be reviewed to align it
with current philosophy on
managing young people
who are in trouble with
the law.
A rehabilitation centre will
be established at King
Edward Memorial Hospital
to provide care for seniors,
stroke victims, people
with hip replacement and
others who can benefit
from this service.
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DevonshireNorthCentral

Glenn A. Blakeney
Constituency 13
GLENN BLAKENEY is one of Bermuda’s most accomplished broadcast
veterans and has in recent years been PLP Public Relations coordinator. Glenn is currently Manager, Advertising and Promotions for
TeleBermuda International. Glenn was a widely known and well liked
radio personality in the United States and is one of Bermuda’s major
entertainment and cultural impressarios and founder of Bayview
Productions, the concert promoters and specialist audio/visual production firm.

•

A comprehensive asbestos
policy will be tabled in the
House of Assembly setting
out a co-ordinated,
comprehensive approach
to asbestos abatement.

Protecting
the child
When we entered Government
in 1998, the children of
Bermuda were owed over
twelve million dollars in outstanding arrears, and this figure was growing at an annual
rate of just under half a million
dollars.
Alleviating this problem was a
first consideration. As a result
of a joint effort between the
Court and the Division of Child
Services, there has been a
steady increase in the amounts
collected.
The relationship and association between poverty, child
neglect, family instability alcohol and criminal behaviour is
well known.
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Under the PLP Government,
watershed legislation was
introduced to ensure that all
aspects of Bermuda legislation
are in order with the UN convention on the Rights of the
Child.

Special benefits
for seniors

•

Amendments to the Children’s
Act now standardise procedures for dealing with adolescents.
New procedures to improve
Financial Assistance in order to
nurture and protect the child
in Bermuda have been introduced.
These included plans to the
introduce a new residential
treatment centre, Youth
Pathways, for the redirection of
misguided youth, and a move
to encourage ‘prevention’
rather than ‘cure’ through the
localisation of health care and
the establishment of a Health
Promotion Coordinator.

•

•

•

Resulting from amendments
to the Contributory
Pensions Act and the Land
Tax Act, seniors will see an
increase in their contributory
and non-contributory
pensions, and will benefit
from a reduction in land
tax payments.
Effective July 1, 2003, the
PLP Government
introduced an annual
$1,000 prescription benefit
for seniors under the
HIP plan. This is not limited
to existing members of HIP.
As a result of The Health
Amendment Act 2002,
Seniors, as well as others,
can now have ready access
to automatic external
defibrillators which are
available at strategic
locations throughout
the Island.
Government is committed
to improving the welfare of
Bermuda's senior citizens

Government is working to make it better for all.

DevonshireNorthWest

Paula A. Cox
Constituency 14
PAULA ANN COX, the current Minister of Education and Development, was the PLP’s
first Minister of Labour, Home Affairs and Public Safety. She was named the most
effective politician for 2001 and 2003 in the Bermudian Magazine’s Best of Bermuda
Gold annual listing. She is due to receive an Honorary Doctorate in Education from
Wheelock College next spring. A lawyer, currently serving as Corporate Counsel for
ACE, she previously worked as Vice President and Senior Legal Counsel of Global
Fund Services at The Bank of Bermuda Limited. Ms. Cox earned a BA in Political
Science from McGill University, and a Post-graduate diploma in International Law
from the University of Manchester, England and is a member of the Bermuda Bar.

and proposes to increase
pension benefits by
3 % under the
Contributory Pensions Act
this year and will introduce
legislation to increase
pension benefits.

Technologies. The UK
Commonwealth Policy
Department has offered to
assist in preparing an
Energy Plan for Bermuda.

•

Making
Bermuda cleaner
and healthier
The legislation and policies the
PLP Government put in place
protected and enhanced
Bermuda’s natural environment
for the benefit of future generations.

•

We will prepare an Energy
Plan to reduce Bermuda’s
reliance on fossil fuels in
favour of renewable and
alternative energy technologies. The groundwork
for such a plan was laid in
2000 when the Ministry, in
partnership with BELCO,
Shell and ESSO, hosted a
workshop on Renewable
and Alternative Energy

•

•
•

We intend to promote a
government-wide understanding of the principles
of sustainable development
and to develop mechanisms
to better integrate
environmental considerations into the decisionmaking process.
We introduced the
Environmental Grant
Scheme, which awards
funds to members of the
community for projects
that enhance environmental
awareness and the
restoration of native species.
To encourage pride in our
natural environment, the
PLP Government designated
these treasures:
National Flower
The Bermudiana

We’ve only just begun.

•
•
•

National Bird
The Cahow
National Tree
The Cedar
National Vegetable
The Bermuda Onion

In its second term, the PLP
Government will:

•
•
•
•
•

Appoint a sustainable
development forum.
Establish an overseas aid
programme.
Prepare a sustainable
energy plan.
Introduce mechanisms to
better integrate environmental considerations into
the decision-making and
policy-making processes.
We have begun a
cooperative study with the
BELCO and the Bermuda
Biological Station for
research of the potential
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PembrokeEast

Ottiwell A. Simmons
Constituency 15
OTTIWELL ASKEW SIMMONS has represented the Pembroke East
constituency for more than a quarter of a century. Ottie is foremost
amongst Bermuda’s trade unionists, having served as President of the
Bermuda Industrial Union for more than twenty years. He is Chairman of
the Works and Engineering Board, and until recently served as chairman
of the National Training Board.

costs and benefits of wind
power.

•

•
•
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The Department of
Conservation has
undertaken a study/review
of arable land.
Recommendations will be
taken into consideration as
part of the review process.
We will produce a White
Paper on Marine Resources
and the Fishing Industry
in Bermuda.
The new education wing at
the Bermuda Aquarium
Museum and Zoo was

completed and opened this
year and the second annual
Youth Conference on the
Environment took place.

•

In implementation of what
will be ongoing policy, land
has been purchased at
Sandys to provide in
continued public access to
the neighbouring beach.

and marine life. This is in keeping with our commitment to
safeguard native and endemic
species and habitats identified
in the Environment Charter for
UK Overseas Territories which
the Premier of Bermuda signed
in 2001; and in fulfillment of
Bermuda's commitments
under the Convention on
Biological Diversity.

Protected Species
In its second term, the PLP
Government will take measures to ensure the protection
of threatened indigenous
species of plants, animals, birds

Government is working to make it better for all.

PembrokeEastCentral

Nelson B. A. Bascome
Constituency 16
NELSON BLAKE AINSWORTH BASCOME, JR, is the PLP’s first Minister of Health and
Family Services and has represented the PLP in the House since1989. Nelson
Bascome earned a Masters Degree in Human Resource Development from Webster
University, a Bachelor of Arts Degree in Sociology at Morgan State University in
Baltimore. He has a well-established reputation as a leader in the Pembroke community, particularly as a leader in initiating community programmes such as
Friswell’s Hill United. As a skilled counselor Mr. Bascome continues to utilise his skills
part-time with his company, Counseling Consultants.

Public Transport moving ahead
Reliable, adequate, and affordable public transport services
are critical to productivity and
everyday life in any modern
society, doubly so in Bermuda,
with necessary restrictions on
vehicle ownership and usage.
The island’s transport systems
are a high priority with the
Progressive Labour Party
Government, and they have

Airport Operations,
Department of Civil
Aviation, the Department
of Marine & Ports Services,
the Department of
Maritime Administration
and the Public
Transportation Board.

speedily shown dramatic
improvements in quality, comfort and efficiency, at nominal
cost to users.

In the first term,
The PLP Government:

•

Rationalised and
streamlined the transport
portfolio, the principal units
being the Department of

We’ve only just begun.

•

Completed the National
Transportation Management
Report, which defines
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PembrokeWestCentral

D. Neletha I. Butterfield
Constituency 18
HON. NELETHA BUTTERFIELD is a Minister without Portlfolio and has represented
the PLP in the House of Assembly since 1998. She is the owner and director of a
computer school and an alternative learning center called C.A.R.E., which stands
for Children and Adults Reaching for Education. Before winning her seat she was
appointed to the Senate by the PLP where she was spokesperson for Education,
Community & Cultural Affair, Youth Development, Sports, Parks & Recreation and
Women’s Issues. Neletha Butterfield is the President of Bermuda Business and
Professional Women’s Club, the co-founder of Prison Fellowship Bermuda.

•
•

•

Increased the number of
aircraft on the Bermuda
Aircraft Register,
generating annual
revenues of $3 million.
Developed an Air Services
Strategy, which enabled
Bermuda to meet the
international requirements
for aircraft and airport
security that were imposed
following September 11,
2001.

•
•
•

Issued seat belt
requirements.
Introduced personalised
licence plates.

•

introduced procedure
manuals for the inspection
of motor vehicles.

All of this, even though we’ve
only just begun.

Begun the phasing out of
two-stroke cycles, and the
importation of four-stroke
cycles.

Modernised Bermuda's
ferry system with speedy,
state of the art, twin-hulled
vessels .

Managing Transport
We have:

•
•

Amended the Motor Car
Act to allow any licensed
driver to drive licensed
automobiles.
Introduced emission
controls for all vehicles.

We’ve only just begun.
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PembrokeWest

Calvin J. M. Smith
Constituency 19
CALVIN JAMES MCDONALD SMITH, a veteran politician and trade
unionist, is Research Officer for the BIU. He has a BA in economics from
Queen’s University, Canada; an MSc. in Technology of Management
from American University, D.C.; and an MA in Human Resource
Management and an MBA from Webster University, Missouri. He was
Bermuda’s first Chief Statistician, creating the Department of Statistics
in Bermuda, and was its director for 15 years and chaired the winning1998 PLP campaign.

In the second term, a PLP
Government will:

•

•

•
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Introduce shared-ride taxi
fares from the airport for
the convenience of
travelers and the benefit
of taxi operators and
drivers at peak periods.
Continue the ferry
modernisation programme,
which has already
significantly enhanced the
reliability, comfort and
convenience of our water
transport service.
Increase the statutory
dimensions of taxis, as well
as remove the restriction
on engine capacity.
Currently, the Motor Car Act
1951 restricts taxi size to a
maximum of 180 inches
long by 71 inches wide.
Purpose built taxis
(constructed to be wheel
chair accessible) may be up
to 200 inches long and 75
inches wide. The proposed
increased dimensions are
210 inches long and 77
inches wide and will apply
to taxis whether or not,

annual inspections and on
the spot checks on vehicles
appearing to pollute the
environment.

they are wheelchair accesble.

•
•
•

Consult with stakeholders
on the feasibility of a
limousine service in
Bermuda.
Make provisions for ‘loaner
vehicles’ for the relief of
clients of car dealers and
licensed garages.
Introduce emissions
standards that will require

•

Introduce additional crash
helmet standards and
require that any new
helmet being offered for
sale will have to be submitted to the Transport
Control Department for
certification to meet the
required standards.

Government is working to make it better for all.

PembrokeSouthWest

Neville T. Darrell
Constituency 20
NEVILLE THOMAS DARRELL is not a stranger to public attention as a candidate for the PLP in previous elections. At native St. Georgian he is a home
security consultant, taxi operator, and a self-defense instructor. Mr. Darrell as
been recognized for his contributions to local sport as a Former captain of
Bermuda National Cricket team. He was also Captain of St.George’s Cricket
Cup Match Team for several years.

Building the
new Bermuda

We’ve only just begun.
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PembrokeSouthEast

Ashfield Eversley DeVent
Constituency 21
ASHFIELD EVERSLEY DE VENT, the PLP Candidate for Constituency 21,
Pembroke South East, and the last MP for Pembroke East Central, is well
known for his broadcast reports from the local courts. A graduate of Cable
& Wireless Engineering College in England, he was Network Management
Supervisor with that company. He has also served as a representative for
Southern countries on the Sustainable Development Commission at the
UN, with emphasis on science and technology.

Twice-weekly
Garbage Collection
It is not surprising that the
Works & Engineering (W&E)
Waste Collection Section were
chosen as the ‘Best
Government Service’ by the
“Best of Bermuda Gold Award”.
Within days of taking office
and faithful to the Progressive
Labour Party (PLP) Platform the
twice-weekly garbage collection began shortly after the
Government was sworn into
office.

Waste
Management Plan
The creation of a ten-year
Waste Management Plan for
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the Ministry of W&E, commits
The PLP Government to the
creation of a purpose built
recycling plant. The Ministry
has approval to invest approximately $2M in a new plant and
support the use of the recycling exercise with a robust
public education campaign.

The Pembroke Marsh
Development Plan
Government plans to improve
the Marsh Folly Waste
Management plant. The men
and women deserve better
working conditions and surroundings. As part of the
Pembroke Marsh Development
Plan the flooding which takes
place in the area at Perimeter
Lane will be addressed.

In considering the continued
implementation of the
Pembroke Marsh Development
Plan Government would look
to further improve the surroundings and amenities in the
area. This would include the
completion of the football
pitch that is eagerly awaited by
the clubs and sport enthusiasts
in the neighborhood.

Long Bird Bridge
The Ministry of Works and
Engineering is responsible for
the infrastructure of the island.
To this end it undertook:
review of the condition
•of allThebridges,
particularly those
at the East End of the island.
Two years ago the Ministry
embarked upon a rehabilitation program of the bridge.
These works will see the useful
life of Long Bird Bridge extended for another six years. The
structure is needs replacing
and to this end the Ministry
will commission a feasibility
study.

Government is working to make it better for all.

PagetEast

Delaey W. Robinson
Constituency 22
DELAEY WRIGHT ROBINSON, A graduate of Queen's University, Ontario,
Canada, Delaey satisfied his sense of adventure by circumnavigating the
globe. He spent extended periods in West Africa, Southeast Asia and India.
The former MP for St. George's North, was once a civil servant and
Government’s Chief Budget Officer. He is currently Chairman of the Tourism
Board.

Maintaining
Bermuda’s
Infrastructure
The tragic events at the
Bermuda College triggered the
quick response of the Ministry
of Works and Engineering to
review the stability/integrity of
the walls and embankments
throughout Bermuda. Alerting
landowners to their responsibility and providing guidance
and engineering advice wherever and whenever it was
required.
The reviews of the national
•infrastructure
of which roads
and foreshore was listed.
Improve the conditions and
safety standards of all
Bermudian roads.
Purchasing & Tendering
A significant percentage of
Government’s contracts are
managed by Works and
Engineering. In order to
expand the economy of the
construction industry to
include to a greater extent the

medium sized and small size
contractor, Government had to
revise the tendering process in
place at Works and
Engineering.
The PLP Government’s revision
addressed the shortcomings of
the tendering system.
The Capital Works Program
The Ministry of Works and
Engineering responsibility for
Government’s capital works
program. The Government has
ushered in a whole new era for
the construction Industry. An
increase in Bermudian employment and entrepreneurial
opportunities.

Asset Based
Property Portfolio
Management
Policy
The Government has introduced an asset based property
portfolio management policy
introduced by the PLP
Government aims to place
Government activities in

We’ve only just begun.

Government property wherever and whenever possible. In
this way millions of dollars
have been saved and future
expenditure for the rental of
space will continue to be
reduced – in the favour of the
public purse.
Further the Government will
continue to review “rent to
buy” initiatives in conjunction
with the private sector in order
to support the asset based
property strategy.

Waste and Litter
Control Act
Amendments to the Waste and
Litter Control Act 1987 will be
made achieving the ability to
provide the appropriate
authorities with the power to
enforce the penalties in the
case of violations .

Community
Renewal
The Government embarked
upon the redevelopment of
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PagetWest

Leopold Kuchler
Constituency 23
LEOPOLD KUCHLER is a dynamic, energetic and action orientated individual. He is the current Honorary Consul of Austria to Bermuda and is
well known to many Bermudians as a passionate advocate for
Bermuda Tourism. A specialist in the Hospitality Industry, he started his
career in the Hotel and Restaurant business as a chef and waiter and
worked his way up to Manager. Mr. Kuchler is the owner and manager of a number of businesses in Bermuda, including the Vienna Guest
House in Warwick and The Table Spoon Restaurant in Hamilton.

the St. Monica’s Mission neighborhood. This initiative was a
pilot program of community
renewal. The Government envisions that this program can be
beneficial in providing a model
for the community development of other neighborhoods.

Mapping of
Bermuda
The Government has completed the digitisation of the topographic mapping of Bermuda
one of the first countries in the
world to have an updated
large-scale database. This data
has been made available (on
Compact Disc) for both private
and commercial use.
This development has already
proven its worth with:
the creation of the (on-line)
•address
finder,
parliamentary registra•tiontheconstituency
finder,
•base;theandenvironmental data
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•

land valuation,

Training Program
The Government has updated
Professional Trainee Program
for young Bermudians.
Currently in excess of forty
young Bermudian graduates
obtaining practical experience
in fields such as accounting,
architecture, landscape architecture, civil engineering, quantity surveying, purchasing, land
surveying, estate surveying.

•
of thou•sandstheofinstallation
feet of new pipelines;
• the installation of an automated water outlet at Frog

Water Service

the connection of many
new customers to the system;

The Government expanded the
water service to the public and
water truckers in the PLP’s First
Term. The new water treatment
plants at Fort Prospect and
Tudor Hill, Southampton are
valued at $2.3M and $2.2M
respectfully. These new facilities will improve water quality
to the highest Health
Department potable water
standards.

Lane;

Other improvement to the
Government water service
includes:

•
the refurbishment of the
•Prospect
Wellfield control sys-

the diversion and rerouting
of the Prospect Wellfield;

tem.

Government is working to make it better for all.

WarickSouthEast

William A. Scott
Constituency 24
WILLIAM ALEXANDER SCOTT’S political career spans some 27 years and was
capped when he was chosen as the first PLP Minister of Works &
Engineering. Mr. Scott has proven over and over to be an able and most
effective Minister with his management of the millions of dollars of public
funds and projects that fall within the ambit of his varied portfolio, tasked
with the maintenance, management and construction of Bermuda’s public
infrastructure.

TELECOMMUNICATIONS
June 2002, the Class “A”
•longIndistance
carriers were
given permission to provide
Internet Services for business
users in exchange for the ISP’s
offering VOIP.

•

In September 2000
TeleBermuda’s parent company, 360 Networks, completed its
second cable link from
Bermuda to South America and
the United States increasing
bandwidth to the island.
It was anomalous that prior to
the election of the PLP
Government, Bermuda a world
leader in telecommunications,
and perhaps the most connected country on the planet was
lagging behind other counties
in liberalising the sector, bringing down rates and expanding
services.
The PLP Government took
timely and effective action to
correct those anomalies and
our telecom sector is now

measurably more advanced
and customer friendly:
the previous level of
•$1.25From
per minute, long distance
telephone rates have fallen
dramatically to 16 cents per
minute.
In 2001, the Class “C”
•Internet
Service Provider
Licence holders were allowed
to offer long distance Voice
Over Internet Protocol (VOIP)
services.

We’ve only just begun.

•

In 2002 the Department
was closely involved in the
negotiations of the sale of the
cable network portion of
GlobeNet to Brazil Telecom,
and in the negotiations of the
sale of TBI.

•

The access fee that long
distance carriers pay to BTC for
initiating and completing their
calls was reduced to 5 cents
per minute from a high rate of
$1.15.
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WarickNorthEast

Dale Butler
Constituency 25
DALE DE LLOYD BUTLER, is a former school principal, historian, orator and
one of Bermuda's most prolific writers and publishers. The moving spirit
behind the Bermuda Writers’ Machine. He is Director of Training for The
Little Venice Group of Restaurants. He earned a Bachelor of Education
degree from the University of Sussex (UK), a Masters in Education from
Miami University, and a Masters in Science from Indiana University. He
currently serves as a member of the Immigration Board, the Archives
Committee, the Bermuda Leopards Club and the Pembroke Hamilton
Club.

•

In December 2000 legislation was passed to make the
provision of Call Back Services
in Bermuda illegal. Since then,
on three occasions, search warrants were obtained and
equipment for Call Back
Services seized.
January 2002, the first
•courtIn case
for possessing and
maintaining illegal telecommunications equipment to operate a call back service was
prosecuted, with a conviction
and a $10,000 fine.
In January 2003, BTC
•announced
a Service Credit
Scheme which had been negotiated with Department staff
and the Telecommunications
Commission. Residential customers who are without service for 7 days and business customers who are without service for 2 days are now entitled
to a month’s credit.
Cable and Wireless
•linkedIn 2002
with local investors, Fort
Knox and Ignition, to form
Quantum Communications,
which currently has access to a
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fibre optic ring in the City of
Hamilton, a viable option.
Quantum plans to be up and
running by the second quarter
of 2003.

2002 both Mobility
•andDuring
Cellular One announced
plans to introduce third generation (3G) services.

In addition, Northrock
•Communications
• In 2002 a Class “B” licence
Limited now
was granted to Bermuda Land
offers wireless voice services to
complement their existing
wireless data services.
2001 Telecom (Bermuda
•andInWest
Indies) Ltd. introduced a GSM service. This service allows European international business clients and
European visitors to use their
cellular phones in Bermuda.
In November 2001 BTC
•Mobility
renamed themselves
Mobility and became a completely separate entity from
BTC while remaining under the
parent company Key Tech.
In November 2002 AT&T
•Wireless,
a US based wireless
carrier, signed a joint venture
agreement purchasing 60% of
Telecom Bermuda. This merger
will enhance the services that
Telecom is able to offer to local
and overseas AT&T customers.

Development Corporation to
allow them to offer telecommunications services, in competition with the other Class
“B” carriers, at Southside only.

•

In order to streamline the
licensing process, the Ministry
developed a method enabling
one to directly bill cellular subscribers for the licensing of cellular phones and remit the fees
to the Government. This allows
customers to move easily from
one carrier to another.

•

Three new ISPS, Fort Knox,
Itech and Transact-e-business
entered the marketplace in
2002.
In 2001 BTC launched their
•Asymmetrical
Digital
Subscriber (ADSL) service that
provides increased Internet
speed to businesses and
homes. This service is now

Government is working to make it better for all.

WarwickSouthCentral

Ewart F. Brown
Constituency 26
EWART FREDERICK BROWN, the current Minister for Transport. An internationally acclaimed physician, he is the Medical Director of Bermuda
HealthCare Services. Dr. Ewart Brown was educated in Jamaica, and at
Howard University in Washington, DC, graduating with a Bachelor of Science
in Chemistry. He earned his M.D. at Howard's College of Medicine, and an
M.P.H. from the University of California in Los Angeles.

available to 80% of the public.
On another positive note all
the ISP’s have embraced the
ADSL technology and this has
resulted in rate reductions,
aggressive advertising campaigns and competitive introductory offers.
Communications
•alsoNorthrock
launched a wireless broadband data service in May 2002
for the residential and commercial markets. This service is
capable of providing 2MB of
access.

•

Due to the number of complaints received during the
introduction of the smart converted boxes in September
2001, the Government decided
that it would be in the public’s
best interest to have Bermuda
Cablevision added to the
Scheduled Carriers list.
In September 2002 the
•Department
took the opportunity to negotiate a Service
Level Agreement with
Bermuda Cablevision as part of
their licence renewal process.

This defines minimum required
customer service levels and
imposes penalties in the form
of customer credits from
Bermuda Cablevision if those
service levels are not met.
In January of 2003 a
•Subscription
Radio Service
License was granted to World
on Wireless Limited. This company will compete with
Bermuda Cablevision.
In order to encourage pro•gramming
of local content and
origin and to preserve and
record Bermuda’s unique culture, use of one of the
Government’s cable TV channels was leased to a local company, FRESH TV.
The Government
•Introduced
a new digital audio
recording system for the
recording of Senate and House
of Assembly broadcasts. This
improvement means that
speeches can now be made
available to the public on
compact discs.

We’ve only just begun.

Broadcast Commission
•wasThe
instrumental in amending
the Political Broadcasting
Directions so that the public
would have unimpeded access
to all political views and ideas
in a balanced and timely manner. Input was obtained from
across the political spectrum
and from all branches of the
media.
The Ministry’s response to
•concerns
about harmful radiation levels emanating from
telecommunications towers
included the formation of a
Transmission Towers Advisory
Committee to assist in establishing safety standards and
guidelines for the utilization of
towers. In addition, the
Ministry has brokered a cooperative initiative between the
various telecommunications
providers to share, where possible, the existing infrastructure
of towers.
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WarwickNorthCentral

George A. Scott
Constituency 27
GEORGE ANTHONY SCOTT attended the City College of New York, Bermuda
College and the University of the West Indies. He is a committed life-long
Trade unionist, and is Chief Organiser and Negotiator for the BIU. He has also
served on the the executives of the Pembroke Hamilton Club, Warwick
Academy PTSA, Bermuda Workers Cooperative Society and the Bermuda
Taxi Transportation Cooperative Society.

eCommerce, eGovernment,
new frontiers
Bermuda, one of the most connected countries in the world,
and at the forefront in the use
of information and communications technology, is now
poised for significant new
options in eCommerce.
Telephone density is close to
100% and Internet penetration
has expanded to 62%.
The Government has created
the framework for this through
liberalisation policies that have
swiftly opened up new frontiers for Bermudian entrepre-
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neurs to market to the world.
The Government has released
a Discussion Paper on the
eCommerce options we are
considering for opening up
this exciting new business
frontier.
To create the right regulatory
environment:

•

•
•

The Electronic Commerce
Advisory Board (ECAB) was
formed in September.
The “Code of Conduct
(Standard for Electronic
Transactions) was
developed and came into
force in July 2000.

The Electronic Transaction
Act 1999 came into effect
in August.

Government is working to make it better for all.

WarwickWest

Chris Furbert
Constituency 28
CHRIS FURBERT is Vice President of the Bermuda Industrial Union and
President of Pembroke Hamilton Club. In 1987 after successfully completing a course in economics in Washington, he became a fulltime Organizer
of the BIU and chairs the Joint Labour Day Organising Committee. As
President of PHC, Chris is overseeing a $7 million expansion of the
Pembroke Hamilton club. He has represented the BIU and Bermuda at
conferences in the West Indies, Washington, Miami, Peru and Geneva.

Immigration
In this small and densely populated island, among the most
sensitive area of Government’s
operations is monitoring and
managing the movement of
non-Bermudians in and out of
the country, and the rights of
residence and work.
With an economy structured
on international financial services and tourism, Bermuda welcomes, and indeed invites the
world to come here as visitors,
investors, residents and workers.
The PLP Government has
sought to balance the interests
of Bermudians and nonBermudians who live and work
here, with the interests of those

who are with us on vacation
and on business.
Within this framework, the
Government of Bermuda cannot escape the obligation to
ensure that Buy Bermuda does
not stop at carrots and onions
and other retail commodities.

Legislation related to Long
Term Residents, work permit
term limits, and policies to preempt marriages of convenience, are all designed to
ensure that Bermudians are
not displaced by competition
from non-Bermudians.

Every country has the obligation to put its nationals and
legitimate residents first.

We will use leading edge technology sharpen our border
controls and for monitoring
attempts to subvert our immigration systems.

The Progressive Labour Party
recognises the additional obligation to ensure that equal
opportunity for business enterprise, and for jobs in relation to
qualifications, is available to
the Bermudian people.

The PLP stance continues to be
that we will welcome the
world, but it should never be at
the expense of Bermuda’s own
sons and daughters.

We’ve only just begun.
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SouthamptonEast

Stanley W. Lowe
Constituency 29
STANLEY WILLIAM LOUIS LOWE, MP has the reputation of being the
"People's MP." In November 1995, both sides of the House recognised
Stanley Lowe's influence, knowledge of parliamentary rules and procedure and disposition for fairness when they elected him Deputy
Speaker of the House. In November 1998 Mr. Lowe had the distinction
and honour of being chosen the first PLP Speaker of the House.

Good Governance
To ensure coherent policy-formulation, the PLP Government
introduced the Central Policy
Unit, which evaluated and
ensured inter-Ministerial coordination on projects and programmes.
This has proven to be a valuable dimension in Government’s
efficient, effective and timely
delivery of services to
the public.
The PLP is committed to partnership, equity, equality and
fairness and to recognising and
being driven by our sworn
obligation to work, at all times,
in the interests of the public
and for the common good of
all Bermudians.
Where members of the public
may feel aggrieved by particular transactions with individual
government departments, they
are entitled to prompt attention and redress.
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To this end, the PLP
Government will establish a
National Office of the
Ombudsman, which will, in
essence, be the public’s advocate in the people’s transactions with agents and agencies
of the Government, providing
an impartial mechanism which
will ensure that the public is
treated fairly and impartially.
The Ombudsman will have the
power to investigate complaints, mediate disputes and
to recommend solutions.
In keeping with the recommendations of the Civil Service
Review Report, we will align
Ministries for more efficient
and effective performance.
In consequence of this, the
new PLP Government will
reduce the size of the Cabinet
and work towards making
Members of Cabinet full time
Ministers.

Government is working to make it better for all.

SouthamptonEastCentral

Raymond E. A. Tannock
Constituency 30
RAYMOND E. A. TANNOCK is a graduate of the Berkeley Institute, the
University of Maryland and the University of New Hampshire. A former taxi
owner and operator, he and his wife own the Esso Service Station at Crawl
Hill, and the Esso Station in the City of Hamilton. He has turned the Esso City
Automart into a major business hub in the western part of Hamilton.
Raymond is an outstanding role model for every Bermudian.

We’ve only just begun...
The best is yet to come
School Support
Rules 2003.
It is the intent of the Rules
2003 to define the expectations for parents of students
within the Bermuda Public
School System. These expectations are aligned with the
rights and responsibilities of
parents as identified in the
Code of Conduct 2002, and
encompass two particular
areas: parental involvement in
the student’s school life, and
parental responsibility for dam-

age caused by the student.

engine capacity. Currently, the

The Attorney General has stat-

Motor Car Act 1951 restricts

ed that the Education Act 1996

taxi size to a maximum of 180

should be amended to give

inches long by 71 inches wide.

power to the Minister of

Purpose Built Motor Taxis (con-

Education and Development to

structed to be wheelchair

make Rules pertaining to

accessible) may be up to 200

parental involvement in

inches long and 75 inches

schools.

wide. The proposed dimensions are 210 inches long and

Bigger Taxis

77 inches wide. These dimen-

As a result of the limited avail-

sions would apply to taxis

ability of suitable taxis, we have

whether or not they are wheel-

agreed to increase the statuto-

chair accessible.

ry dimensions of taxis, as well
as remove the restriction on

We’ve only just begun.
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SouthamptonWestCentral

Michael J. Scott
Constituency 31
MICHAEL JOHN SCOTT, has over fourteen years of involvement with the
Progressive Labour Party. He is the founder of the Somerset legal practice
Scott and Associates. Michael first became involved in a General Election
campaign in Hamilton Parish in 1985. He first ran for election in 1989 and
has contested successive General Elections since. He was appointed to the
Senate in 1998 as Junior Minister for Legislative Affairs.

Protected
Species

New crash
helmet standards

In its second term, the PLP

Additional crash helmet stan-

Government will take meas-

dards will be introduced to

ures to ensure the protection

respond to increased concern

of threatened indigenous

about poor quality crash hel-

species of plants, animals, birds

mets. Any new helmet being

and marine life.

offered for sale will have to be

This is in keeping with the PLP

submitted to the Transport

Government’s commitment to

Control Department to ensure

Will ban the
importation and
use of additional
anti-fouling
paints which are
harmful to
marine life.

safeguard native and endemic

that the helmet meets one of

Coral reefs are amongst the

species and habitats as

the required standards.

most biologically diverse habi-

areas of mathematics.

tats on earth and are undoubt-

referred to in the Environment

edly important to the marine

Territories signed by the

Mathematics
Literacy Project

Premier on 26th September

Will introduce a Mathematics

Bermuda. In view of the envi-

2001; and will fulfil Bermuda’s

literacy project designed to

ronmental hazard presented

commitments under the

improve the teaching and

by these anti-fouling herbi-

Convention on Biological

learning of mathematics in the

cides, it is proposed to prohibit

Diversity.

Bermuda public school system

the importation, sale and use

and thereby raise the standard

of Irgarol and Diuron in addi-

Charter for UK Overseas
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of student achievement in all

environment and economy of

Government is working to make it better for all.

SouthamptonWest

K. H. Randolph Horton
Constituency 32
K. H. RANDOLPH HORTON was first elected on November 9th, 1998, He currently serves as the Minister for Community and Cultural Affairs. In sports,
education, tourism, and political circles, his name is synonymous with
achievement. He received a Bachelor’s Degree in Economics from Rutgers
University. He also earned a Master’s Degree in Educational Administration
and Supervision and later did his Doctoral studies at George Washington
University in Leadership and Policy Management.

tion to the paints and additives

in the community.

already banned.

We will update
Amend Workmen’s adoption laws.
Compensation Act The Children Amendment Act

Special needs
education school
We believe that students with
multiple challenges who

There is a need to bring the Act

2002 contains important poli-

require therapeutic and med-

into line with current policy

cies such as gender equality,

ical support throughout the

and practice, particularly defi-

equal parental rights and the

school day would benefit from

nitions used in the

abolishment of illegitimacy

a special needs education

Employment Act 2000 and to

and furthers government’s

school. Therefore, we will open

correct out-of-date language

commitment to improve the

a special needs education

and compensation levels.

lives of children. The inclusion

school in September 2003 for

of adoption legislation under

students with multiple chal-

this umbrella legislation will

lenges. A public contest will be

ensure that the legislative

held to solicit proposed names

guidelines for adoption are

for the special needs education

We will investigate the feasibili-

consistent with the Convention

school Medical policies to

ty of a Mental Health Court for

and reflect the current philoso-

define the procedures to be

Bermuda to respond to the

phy for the protection and

followed with the students will

needs of mentally ill clients

development of children.

also be developed.

Mental Health
Court for
Bermuda

who can be maintained safely

We’ve only just begun.
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SandysSouth

Terry E. Lister
Constituency 33
TERRY LISTER is currently the Minister for Labour Home Affairs and Public
Safety. He was first elected to the House of Assembly in November 1998. His
proven business and professional skills won him wide respect during the
sixteen years he work as a chartered accountant. In 1993, he was appointed
to the Senate where he served until 1998. Terry retired as a full partner of,
Deloitte & Touche, in 1998 to devote more time to his church, White Hill
Gospel Chapel.

the Health and Safety at Work

Additional
benefits
for seniors

Act 1982 in light of sociological

Recognising that that there is a

and technological changes in

growing proportion of the eld-

the working environment.

erly population over 65 who,

Minimum protection standards

are unable to afford an individ-

will be introduced for workers.

ual insurance policy, the

Health and Safety
Amendments will be made to

Government plans to review
Without the support of regula-

additional benefits that may be

tions that govern the entry of

extended to assist seniors.

atmospheres. Therefore, cur-

Establishment of
the Health
Council of
Bermuda

rent regulations will be amend-

In its second term, the PLP

ed to ensure adequate and

Government will create a cen-

appropriate regulatory stan-

tral body, the Bermuda Health

dards.

Care Council, to coordinate and

tinue to be exposed to toxic,
explosive and oxygen deficient

health care system. The PLP is
committed to creating a community of wellness by insuring
that the system meets our
needs, is efficient and cost
effective and provides an
appropriate mix of affordable
and accessible services

Consideration will be given to
whether, as with certain physi-

persons into hazardous confined spaces, workers may con-

improvements to Bermuda’s

cian, insurance, and hospital
fees, the Health Council should
have the power to regulate certain drug charges as well.

implement the necessary
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Government is working to make it better for all.

SandysSouthCentral

Walter M. Lister
Constituency 34
WALTER MERVYN LISTER was first elected to Parliament in 1976. His parliamentary career included service in the Shadow Cabinet and climaxed
in 1998 when he was elected Deputy Speaker of the House of Assembly.
His sage advice, experience and specialized knowledge of business
gained primarily during his twenty-five years in the insurance industry in
Bermuda, has enabled him to make an invaluable contribution to the PLP
Government team. He is a member and Trustee of Allen Temple AME
Church in Sandy’s Parish.

Every social and civic advance in Bermuda was
first conceptualised in a PLP platform, in fact,
the social progress of this island can be
followed through successive PLP platforms.

We’ve only just begun.
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SandysNorthCentral

Dennis P. Lister
Constituency 35
DENNIS P. LISTER, the PLP’s first Minister of Youth, Sport, & Recreation, has a
Degree in Business Administration. After operating a Grocery business in
Sandy’s for 11 years, he is now the owner and General Manager of the Lister
Insurance Agency.
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Government is working to make it better for all.

SandysNorth

C. Eugene Cox
Constituency 36
CYRIL EUGENE COX, the PLP’s Deputy Leader and Deputy Premier, has represented Sandys North for 30 years. As the first PLP Minister of Finance, this
former party chairman has impressed everyone with his financial skill and
acumen that led Bermuda to positive GDP growth every year since 1998. A
civil engineer by training, he retired as Senior Vice President of the Bermuda
Electric Light Company.

We’ve only just begun.
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Government is working to make it better for all.

